[image: ]Sermon Series: The Bait of Satan
Sermon Title: Jesus Offends!
Pastor Mike Pratt
Redemption Rock Church of Cape Cod
www.RedemptionRock.net
October 21, 2023



The Big Idea!
As a follower of Jesus, I must receive, believe, trust and love Jesus so that His Words or His Works will never become a rock of offense to me.

1. Jesus is the “Rock of Offense!”
33as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” – Romans 9:33 (ESV)
7…“The stone (Jesus) that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”…  – 1 Peter 2:7–8 (ESV)
39“You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life.  But the Scriptures point to me!  40Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.” – John 5:39–40 (NLT)
30What does all this mean?  Even though the Gentiles were not trying to follow God’s standards, they were made right with God.  And it was by faith that this took place.  31But the people of Israel, who tried so hard to get right with God by keeping the law, never succeeded.  32Why not?  Because they were trying to get right with God by keeping the law instead of by trusting in him.  They stumbled over the great rock in their path (Jesus).  33God warned them of this in the Scriptures when he said, “I am placing a stone in Jerusalem (Jesus) that makes people stumble, a rock that makes them fall (a Rock of Offense).  But anyone who trusts in him (the rock, Jesus) will never be disgraced.” – Romans 9:30–33 (NLT)

2. We must nurture an ever-increasing love for Jesus!It is not difficult to obey when you know the character and love of the one to whom you are submitting.  Love is the bottom line in our relationship with the Lord—not love of principles or teachings but love for the Person of Jesus Christ.  If that love is not firmly in place, we are susceptible to offense and stumbling. ~ John Bevere

15“If you love me, obey my commandments. – John 14:15 (NLT)
21Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me.  And because they love me, my Father will love them.  And I will love them and reveal myself to each of them.” – John 14:21 (NLT)
24 Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me… – John 14:24 (NLT)
10When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love – John 15:10 (NLT)
5But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him.  That is how we know we are living in him. – 1 John 2:5 (NLT)

3. Examples of people who avoided taking up an offense from Jesus.
21When his (Jesus’) family heard what was happening, they tried to take him away.  “He’s out of his mind,” they said. – Mark 3:21 (NLT)
33…“Who is my mother?  Who are my brothers?  35Anyone who does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” – Mark 3:33 & 35 (NLT)
66At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted him. – John 6:66 (NLT)
67Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to leave?” – John 6:67 (NLT)
68Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go?  You have the words that give eternal life.  69We believe, and we know you are the Holy One of God.” – John 6:68–69 (NLT)
8“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord.  “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.  9For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. – Isaiah 55:8–9 (NLT)

Questions about today’s message?  Contact Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or on his cell phone at 774-209-0182.

Remember to join us next Sunday when we continue this series called “The Bait of Satan” with the next message called “Jesus Does NOT Offend!”  Please join us!
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Avoiding the Trap of Offense





