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The Big Idea!
As a follower of Jesus, I must count all trials as joy, recognizing each as an opportunity to be refined and matured through steadfast faith, ultimately being shaped into the image of Christ.

James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings.
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. – James 1:1-4 (NKJV)

1. Perseverance in Pain
Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. – Romans 5:3-5 (ESV)
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. – 1 Peter 1:6-7 (ESV)


2. Maturing Through Misery
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. – Romans 12:12 (ESV)
For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.      – 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (ESV)

3. Completeness in Christ
And you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. – Colossians 2:10 (ESV)
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own, but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.             – Philippians 3:12-14 (ESV)

4. Faith’s Furnace
So that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. – 1 Peter 1:7 (ESV)

Questions about today’s message or about salvation?  Contact Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or on his cell phone at 774-209-0182.
Join us again next Sunday as we continue this sermon series called “Bridging Belief and Behavior!” with the next message called “Seeking Wisdom in Difficulty!”
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