Christ’s Ambassadors

(How to share the Gospel - both with words and deeds, testimony)
2 Cor 5:11-6:2

Ambassador

- an accredited diplomat sent by a country as its official representative to a
foreign country.

- a person who acts as a representative or promoter of a specified activity.

Wikipedia

- based on Latin ambactus ‘servant’.

- purposes - protect citizens; support prosperity; work for peace

- Ambassadors now normally live overseas or within the country to which it
is assigned for long periods of time so that they are acquainted with
the culture and local people. This way they are more politically
effective and trusted, enabling them to accomplish goals that their
host country desires.

We as Christians are ambassadors of our HOME - Heaven and of our Lord
Jesus. Where ever we go, we are to represent Him.

As such we should take to heart what Col 4:5 (NLT) says...
Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of
every opportunity.

In our 2 Cor passage there are several powerful words throughout...
- vs 11 - persuade
- vs 14 - compels, convinced
- vs 18 & 19 - reconciliation
- vs 20 - ambassadors; appeal; implore
- vs 6:1 - fellow workers; urge

Living on Mission = living Sent.

What can | do to lead others to Christ?
1. You have to be convinced that Christ is the ONLY way! (vs 14)
- Rom 1:16 - For | am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. t is
the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes(NLT)
- Acts 4:12 - Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.
- 1 John 5:12 - Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the
Son of God does not have life.



2. Live as a new creation, throw away the old. (vs 17)

-1 Pet 2:11-12 - Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to
abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your
soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

- Gal 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but

Christ lives in me.

3. God has com-missioned us to share the Good News with others. (vs 18-19)
- Matt 28:18-20 - Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, -or- As
you are Going...
-Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

4. We must be Christ’s ambassadors who GO into the world as His
representatives. (vs 20)
- Acts 1:8 - you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
- Matt 9:35-38 - Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the
Kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When
He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them,
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest
field.”
(Jesus saw people; had compassion for; and meet their needs.)

Some Helpful ways to become an ambassador...

5 ways that | can lead others towards Jesus

My Life - the way | live, the things that | do or don’t do, how | act and react.
My Testimony - the story of how | began a relationship with Jesus.

My Life Lessons - the most important lessons God has taught me.

My passions - those things God has shaped me to care about most.

The Good News - the message of salvation.

aprobdA



The GOSPEL (Dare 2 Share Ministries)

G od created us to be with Him. (Gen 1:26)

O ur sin separates us from God. (Gen 6:5-6)

S in can not be removed by good deeds. (Titus 3:5)

P aying the price for sin, Jesus died and rose again. (1 Cor 15:3-4)
E veryone who trusts in Him alone has eternal life. (John 6:47)

L ife thats eternal means we will be with Jesus forever. (Rev. 22:5)

Do what Jesus Did (Matt 9:35-38)

He did these things everywhere He went.

*He SAW people; He looked into them to see who they were; where they were
and who they could be. He saw where they were spiritually. (missionary glasses)
*He HAD compassion for people; He loved them no matter what; He sought
people out; He gave them purpose and meaning

*He MET the needs of people; He fed them and gave them drink; He gave
comfort, council; and equipped them with everything they would need to reach a
lost world with His love.

Pray

*Matt 9:38 - The harvest is plentiful and ready - pray for more workers.

*Ask God to use our whole church, in fresh new ways, to impact our
communities with the gospel. Invite the Holy Spirit to fill our church with love as
He loves.

“Pray that God would open your eyes to SEE people as He does, to HAVE
compassion for them, and to MEET their needs.

The One Degree Rule

1lceCold ——————"—-"———————— (10) Sizzling Hot
Doesn’t matter what the starting number is.

The purpose is to commit to raise that number by 1 degree!

Proximity
We need to be committed to make time, on a regular basis, to be with family, friends
and neighbors who are far from God.

We need to seek opportunities to get close to those far from God.

Stories

We need to regularly share our stories with each other and with those who are not yet a
part of the body.
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