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Topic
Triumphal entry
Theme
Jesus offers all people His peace.
Desired Learner Response
The learner will un­ derstand Christ is the source of true peace and will seek to share His peace with the lost.



Materials
· Resources 1 and 12

One Story:
Triumphal Entry

Scripture Focus
Matt. 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:11-48; 20:9-19
Summary
This lesson follows Jesus on His Anal journey to Jerusalem. It considers His teaching to the disciples and their inability to understand. It also presents Je­ sus' offer of peace that Jerusalem rejected but that is now available to all men through His death on the cross.










Outline
I. Jesus' Teaching concerning His Death
II. Disciples' Expectations of Glory
Ill. Jesus' Parable about the Rejection of the Kingdom
IV. Jesus' Entry into Jerusalem
A. The people's response to Jesus
B. Jesus' response to the people
V. Cleansing of the Temple
A Chasing out the thieves
B. Caring for the needy






Memory Verse
"He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief- and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not" (Isaiah 53:3).
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[image: ]GETTING	STARTED
If only ...
ASK: Finish the following statement: My life would be more peaceful if only ... (Q1)

ASK: Why do we think peace could come to our lives by changing our circumstances or relationships? (Q2) Because we fail to recognize what true peace is and how we can know it. We experience some temporary peace through our endeavors and think we could make it permanent if we could just control our circumstances and relationships.
True peace is not realized by an absence of problems or problem people. True peace comes as the result of a relationship with God regardless of our circum­ stances. Jesus came to the world to offer peace to the Jews. He was rejected, but His eventual death has made true peace available to all. His entry into Jerusalem is the focus of this lesson.
Grasping for Peace
Organize your learners into small groups. Make sure each group has a means of connecting to the Internet. Have the groups search on the topic of finding peace. Give them a few minutes to jot down the suggestions they find on the websites they visit. The purpose is for them to become familiar with the world's wisdom about what it takes to find peace.
ASK: What advice did you find on finding peace? (Write the answers on the board.) Answers they give could include trying yoga or meditation, devoting oneself to good works, simplifying one's life, being accepting of others, accepting oneself, and being a forgiving person.

ASK: What is evidence that the world cannot find peace through the en­ deavors we listed? The high divorce rate, widespread substance abuse, the desire to legalize drugs such as marijuana, suicides, the endless quest for better and better things.
That the world is searching for lasting peace is obvious. That the world has not found it outside of Christ is obvious too. This lesson will focus on Jesus' entry into Jerusalem and His offer of peace.

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
I. Jesus' Teaching concerning His Death
After the disciples recognized Jesus' deity, He began teaching them that He would suffer rejection by the Jewish leaders.
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READ: Mark 8:27-31. ASK: Why did Jesus wait until that time to warn the disciples? {Q3) The disciples needed to assured of Christ's destiny If they didn't be­ lieve that He is the Messiah, when they learned of His pending death, they may have abandoned Him.
As the opposition to Jesus Christ's ministry increased, so did His warnings to His disciples. But they regarded the increased opposition as an opportunity for Him to show His power. They could not grasp the prospect that Christ would die at the hands of His enemies, even though He repeatedly warned them that He would.
Following the glorious scene on the Mount ofTransfiguration, Jesus cautioned the three who had been with Him not to tell anyone what they had seen or heard until He had risen from the dead. He repeated the warning a little later to all the disciples, adding that He would be betrayed and killed (Matt. 17:9, 22, 23).
READ: Mark 9:31, 32; Isaiah 6:9, 10. ASK: Why wouldn't the disciples have understood Jesus'teaching? {Q4) Presumably they did not understand for the same reason the people did not know (Isa. 6:10): thPir Pnr, wprp heavy/ they were lis­ tening only for what they wanted to hear imtern./ of tu whui wm uctuully being said.

READ: Mark 10:32-34; Luke 9:22-24. ASK: What in these verses reveals that Jesus would be mistreated, not glorified, as King? {QS) Jesus said He would be mocked, scourged, spit on, rejected, and killed.
On the way to Jerusalem to observe the final Passover of His earthly ministry, Jesus gave the disciples more details about what would soon happen. He had already told the Twelve that each must be willing to forsake all to be one of His disciples (Luke 14:33). After His rebuke to Peter for saying that He should not think of dying at the hands of His enemies, Jesus had admonished every one of them to deny himself and take up his cross and follow Him, For ... whosoever will lose his lifefor my sake shall find it (Matt. 16:24, 25; Mark 8:34, 35; Luke 9:23, 24).
To His original warnings He added that the chief priests and scribes would condemn Him to death. He also would be delivered to the Gentiles (the Roman government, which they were expecting Messiah to overthrow). He would be pub­ licly condemned to crucifixion, the most painful mode of capital punishment in the Roman Empire, inflicted upon the worst of criminals.
II. Disciples' Expectations of Glory
The disciples clung to the hope common among the people that Jesus, as the Messiah, would destroy His enemies during His present ministry; they did not re­ ceive this idea from Jesus. In spite of Jesus' frequent explanations that He must die, the disciples fixed their thoughts on the Kingdom and what it would mean to them. Behold, we haveforsaken all, and followed thee, Peter pointed out. What shall we have therefore? (Matt.19:27). Jesus' answer must have exceeded their most magnifi­ cent expectations. He assured them that they would each have a throne when He sat upon His throne of glory and each would receive a hundredfold for what he had lost. He also explained that this prediction would take place in the regeneration, that is, the rebirth of the nations, the restoration of all things (Matt. 19:27-30).

After Jesus told them He was going to Jerusalem to die, James and John came with their mother, who requested that her two sons sit on His right and left in the Kingdom. Everyone assumed that their arrival in Jerusalem would signal the beginning of the messianic Kingdom, so they wanted to get their places in that Kingdom lined up.
READ: Matt. 20:20, 21. ASK: How does this mother's request sound in light of Christ's coming death? (Q6) It sounds a bit selfish and ridiculous. It is based in ignorance and misunderstanding.
Again Jesus had to remind His disciples of His cup of sorrow (Matt. 20:17-23). He rebuked them for their untimely ambition and reminded them that the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28).
READ: Luke 19:11-27. On the board, list these points:Timing of the King­ dom, Duty of Servants, Servants' Accountability, and Setup of Kingdom. ASK: How do the parables relate to Jesus at each point? (See commentary below for answers.)
Jesus told the parable of the pounds (Luke 19:11-27) because His followers thought the Kingdom of God should immediately appear. His parable began by comparing the plan of God with their expectations: A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return (19:12). Notice that the nobleman would not receive his kingdom immediately but would first go away for a long time. While he was away, his servants were to faithfully take care of his business. Upon his return he would hold them accountable. Only then would the
ruler set up his kingdom. This parable would mean more to the disciples once they understood that Christ's Kingdom was delayed and that God's program included an unspecified amount of time for Christ to build His church.
III. Jesus' Parable about the Rejection of the Kingdom
Questions naturally come to our minds. Didn't John the Baptist and Jesus both preach, The kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matt. 3:2; 4:17)? When did God deter­ mine that, instead of being imminent, the Kingdom would be postponed until after Jesus died (went to a far country) and then returned (His second coming)?
The timing of the Kingdom was determined by the Jews' response to the Son of the King. Jesus told a parable that related the Jew's rejection of Him to the timing of the Kingdom (Luke 20:9-15).
READ: Luke 20:9-15.
In the parable the vineyard is Israel. The husbandmen or stewards are the religious rulers of the Jews. The far country is Heaven, and the servants are the prophets. The heir in the parable is Jesus. The Jews' rejection of)esus is seen when the stewards slay the heir.
READ: Luke 20:14. ASK: What was the motive in disposing of the rightful heir? (Q7) To take the master's inheritance for themselves.

Jesus added to the parable by explaining the consequences of rejecting the heir. The heir, the stone which the builders rejected, will become the chief corner­ stone (20:17). The stone, Jesus, would bring destruction for those who reject Him (20:18).
READ: Luke 20:19. ASK: What did the chief priests and scribes realize from Jesus' parable? (QB) That He was talking about their rejection of Him.
In considering the opposition Jesus faced, we see a crisis unfolding in the movement of the Pharisees from just investigating this Prophet, Jesus (Matt. 9:11, 14; 12:2), to their decision to destroy Him (12:14). When the Pharisees decided that Jesus threatened their plans and began plotting His murder, they were plainly rejecting the terms of God's Kingdom (Luke 20:9-19). From that point Jesus ceased proclaiming the Kingdom and began teaching of His approaching death.
The offer of the Kingdom was contingent on reception of the King. He was in the midst of them, but the Jews did not recognize or receive Him, so the offer was postponed (Acts 1:6, 7).
IV. Jesus' Entry into Jerusalem
A. The people's response to Jesus
Crowds emerged into a multitude as Jesus and His disciples approached Jerusalem; excitement spread rapidly along the road as word circulated that Jesus of Nazareth would be at the Passover. The news of the blind men's healing (Matt. 20:29-34) sharpened the people's appetite for more miracles, even the miracle of the Kingdom (Luke 19:11).
On Sunday morning Jesus and His disciples went on their way toward Jerusa­ lem, a distance of about two miles. As they drew near the Mount of Olives, Jesus told two of His disciples to go to a nearby village and find a donkey tied with her colt. Mark and Luke mention only the colt, since Jesus rode on it. Apparently Mat­ thew mentioned the donkey because it was the colt's mother and would ordinarily go with the colt. The disciples found the animals as Jesus had told them, and their intentions were questioned. If anyone asked them what they were doing, Jesus had instructed them to answer, The Lord hath need of them, and the owners would be satisfied. Matthew tells us that this means of entrance fulfilled the prophecies of Isaiah 62:11 and Zechariah 9:9 (Matt. 21:4, 5). It was so remarkable a sequence of events that only the Lord could have brought it to pass by His sovereign purpose. These details added up to a sign from God, not a matter of chance happening.
When Roman conquerors returned from warfare, they paraded through their capital city on white horses with their military might in evidence and with their captives as proof of their victory.
Jesus elected to ride on a donkey as a symbol of His humility, not His pride. He had entered Jerusalem before, but this occasion was different. He entered with His following, conscious that He was fulfilling the ancient prophecy and offering Him­ self to the city as the Messiah, the Prince of Peace. He came on His own terms-not to satisfy His disciples or the crowd but to identify Himself in His true character.
The large numbers of people from Galilee, where He had done His greatest

works, added volume to a spontaneous chorus of praise based on portions of the psalms commonly sung on festive occasions. Multitudes cried, Hosanna (which can be translated save now); Son of David, recognition of His kingly heritage; and Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, quoting Psalm 18:26. They cast their outer garments for a pathway for the King and cut branches from the trees and laid them along the road. Jesus' public entry into Jerusalem unmistakably announced His presence in the city.
Jesus' entry into Jerusalem was royal, for He was the Son of David and the rightful King of the Jews. But the term triumphal entry is a misnomer, for while the multitudes shouted their praise, many from Jerusalem were watching silently and listening in anger. Some of the Pharisees in irritation asked Jesus to quiet His disciples (Matt. 21:15; Luke 19:37-39). Jesus replied that if He quieted the disciples, the stones would cry out (Luke 19:40).
READ: Luke 19:40. ASK: What point was Jesus making by saying the stones would cry out if He quieted His disciples? (Q9) Jesus communicated that He was so worthy of praise that even inanimate objects would cry out in praise to Him.
Jesus was basically saying the Pharisees were dumber than rocks. They failed to realize what a rock with no brain could understand.
B. Jesus' response to the people

ASK: How would you describe the typical demeanor of people who are be­ ing honored in a parade as they sit on a float or in a nice convertible? (Q1O) They are usually smiling and glad forthe attention the crowd gives them.

READ: Luke 19:41. ASK: What would you expect Jesus' response to be as the people cheered Hosanna and threw their coats on the path to welcome Him? (Q11)
Jesus was not basking in the crowd's attention. Instead He was crying, evi­ dence of a broken heart. Jesus was filled with sadness as He looked upon the peo­ ple. He loved them all. He came to give His life for them and offer them salvation. He came to bring them peace. He wanted so much to care for them. But Jesus knew that they would reject Him. They wanted a conquering king, not a suffering Savior. They were more interested in being freed from Rome rather than being freed from their sin and death. These were the same crowds that would in a few short days be shouting to crucify Him.
READ: Luke 19:42. ASK: What did Jesus mean when He said Jerusalem didn't know the things that would bring them peace? (Q12) They didn't understand what it meant to accept Him as King.
Jesus knew that Jerusalem would soon be destroyed. In AD 70, about thirty-seven years after Jesus entered Jerusalem, the Jews in the city rebelled against the Roman rulers who controlled the city. They wanted to free them­ selves of Rome and set up their own ruler. They decided to kick Rome out of

Jerusalem for good. Jerusalem was valuable to the Roman Empire. The Romans didn't take the Jews' revolt lightly. They determined to crush the revolt and retake control of the city.
The Roman army, led by Titus, surrounded Jerusalem and even built their own wall around it to keep the Jews from escaping the city (Luke 19:43). After one hun­ dred forty-three days of fighting, the Romans broke through the strong, well-built walls that protected the Jews.
The destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish temple would be terrible, but the then future loss of 600,000 lives, some of whom were women and children, was particularly touching to Christ (19:44).
[image: ]RESOURCE: Display resource 12. The arch was to commemorate Titus's victory over the Jews. It stands to this day as a symbol of the Jews' rejection of Jesus.
As Jesus entered the city, other multitudes recognized that unusual excitement prevailed. They saw Jesus riding the colt and asked the natural question, Who is this? The answer is astounding-not the Son of David or the King that comes in the name of the Lord but Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee (Matt. 21:10, 11). They had forgotten already the royal position they had ascribed to Him.
V. Cleansing of the Temple
A. Chasing out the thieves
The day after entering Jerusalem, Jesus went to the temple where the Sad­ ducees were performing their temple duties. However, many of them were doing more than what God wanted them to do. They were taking advantage of the people and cheating them out of their money. They required the Jews to use temple coins, but they charged an unfair exchange rate for the temple coins.
In addition, other Sadducees set up tables to sell doves to the poor. God said that if a family was too poor to afford a lamb for the Passover sacrifice, they could sacrifice doves instead. It seemed like the Sadducees were doing something nice for the poor by selling doves. But again, they were not honest. They were charging high prices. They were taking advantage of the poor and robbing them.
Jesus saw the sin and corruption happening inside God's house of worship.
He was filled with righteous anger against their sin. He made a whip and drove the animals, money changes, and sellers of animals out of the temple. He overturned the money changers' tables and destroyed their booths (Luke 19:45).
The temple was supposed to be a place where people showed their depen­ dence on God through prayer (19:46). Instead, the Sadducees made it a place of dishonest gain. True to their beliefs, their reliance was on themselves.
B. Caring for the needy
After chasing out the Sadducees, the blind and the lame came to Jesus (Matt. 21:14). Jesus showed compassion on them and healed them. Some of the children standing nearby cried out, Hosanna to the son of David (21:15). The chief priests and scribes who were watching Jesus became irritated at the children for ascribing

a messianic title to Jesus. The religious leaders voiced their objection (21:16). Jesus answered His critics by quoting from Psalm 8:2, which showed that He deserved the children's praise. In other words, the chief priests and scribes could not figure out what the young children saw so obviously.
Jesus offered His peace and care to Jerusalem. He even wept over the people. But the city ultimately rejected Him. Yet that was part of God's plan. For the Jews' rejection of Jesus eventually led to His death on the cross. The cross makes peace available to all people. Those who put their trust in Him as their Savior will have peace with God because He will cleanse them of their sins. They can also experi­ ence the peace of God every day.
READ: Philippians 4:6, 7. ASK: How can we know the daily peace of God? (Q13) By taking our anxieties to
God in prayer with an attitude of thanksgiving. When we pray in thanksgiving, we show that we trust God and believe He will befaithful to grant us His grace and peace.
God's peace will guard our hearts and protect us from worry and fear no
matter what circumstances we face. Unlike the walls of Jerusalem, God's guard around our hearts is sure. It is impenetrable. We can know His peace and enjoy His presence with us every day.

MAKING	IT	PERSONAL

Perfect Peace
While perfect peace in the world will be realized when Christ returns to set up His Kingdom and then reigns forever in eternity, we should have personal peace today regardless of our circumstances.
ASK: Would you describe yourself as at peace? Explain. (Q14)
Prayer and faith bring peace to believers today (Phil. 4:6, 7). Even when our lives seem upside down, we can have God's perfect peace. What a wonderful bene­ fit of trusting God!
ASK: What adjustments might you need to make to your prayer life in order to know God's peace? (Q15)

Peace Offering
Every person has the opportunity to accept Jesus and know the peace He gives to those who trust in Him. We have the responsibility to tell His story to the world.
ASK: Who do you know who needs peace with God? (Q16)

ASK: What will you do to share God's peace with those individuals? (Q17)

Summary and Memory Verse
••
••
10.
11.
12.
13 •

RESOURCE: Display resource 1. Add a summary statement for lesson 9 or use the following: Find peace through Christ.
Encourage learners to memorize Isaiah 53:3. Give them an opportunity to say the verse in class next week.
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