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Topic
Incarnation of Christ
Theme
Jesus Christ alone is God incarnate, both God and man.
Desired Learner Response
The learner will identify attitudes and actions that demonstrate tooth­ ers the reality of Christ's work in one's life.


Materials
· Resources 1 and 7
· 	Items that represent past decades

One Story: The Incarnation

[image: ]Scripture Focus
Matt. 1; 2; Luke 1; 2
Summary
This lesson gives attention to the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the world to which He came, and some responses to His coming. It emphasizes Jesus' uniqueness as the virgin-born Son of God.


Outline
I. The World at Christ's Birth
A. Less than ideal Roman Empire
B. Less than fulAlling religion
1. Roman religion
2. Jewish religion
II. The Truth about Christ's Birth
A. His lineage
B. His deity
Ill. Responses to Christ's Birth
A. Belief
1. Mary
2. Joseph
3. Elizabeth and Zacharias
B. Praise and thanks
1. Shepherds
2. Simeon and Anna
3. The wise rnen
C. Fear
1. Satan
2. Herod

Memory Verse "Now all this was done, thatit might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet.saying,Behold, a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is,God with us" (Matthew 1:22, 23).
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GETTING	STARTED
Naming Generations
Before class, collect items from the past that represent the decades in which your learners would have been born. If you wish, have learners bring items to class that represent the time period in which they were born. Display all the items and give the learners some time to talk about what life was like at the time of their births.
ASK: What names have been attached to your generation as a means of identifying it? What name might you give to your generation? {Q1)

ASK: What name might you give to the generation into which Jesus was born? {Q2)
This lesson will look at the times into which Jesus was born, how He entered the world, and how people responded to His birth.
Shaped by the Times
ASK: What was going on in the world when you were born {e.g., world events, key people at the time, commonly held values)?
Try to get responses from different generations. If your learners are about the same age, ask what was happening in their part of the world when they were born.
ASK: In what ways might our lives be shaped by the times into which we are born?
This lesson will look at the times into which Jesus was born, how He entered the world, and how people responded to His birth.

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
While understanding the three portraits of Christ revealed in the synoptics is important, there is only one story that the Gospels tell. That story is one of redemption and salvation. It is the story that transcends each Gospel. And it is the story that we must not miss. The rest of this course will tell the story of Jesus, drawing on each of the synoptics to present a full understanding of His life and ministry.
I. The World at Christ's Birth
God had promised to Adam to send a man, the seed of the woman, who would bruise Satan's head (Gen. 3:15). Several millennia later, the apostle Paul wrote about the timing of Christ's birth (Gal. 4:4, 5).
READ: Galatians 4:4, 5. ASK: What does this passage tell us about when,
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how, and why God chose to send His Son into the world? (Q3) When the time was right, God sent His Son to be born of a virgin to redeem humanity from under the law so they might become sons of God.
The time in which Jesus was born facilitated the spread of the message of Christ. Roman peace, extensive roads, and a common language were all instru­ mental in the dissemination of His gospel. But that does not mean the world into which Christ was born was ideal.
A. Less than ideal Roman Empire
Rome ruled the world at the time of Christ's birth. The Roman Empire was great­ er in territory and stronger in military power than any other empire the world had known. Its law system and the strength of its armies were sources of Roman pride.
Yet the Roman Empire was a fearful place to live for its slaves. They made up about two-thirds of the empire's population. The government considered slaves non-persons. So slaves had no rights and no recourse if they were treated poorly. Slave owners could even kill their slaves without fear of reprisal.
Subjecting the majority of the empire's population to such an arrangement meant that life in the empire was cheap. Fun and games included deadly gladiator sports, and theaters offered licentious stories from Greek mythology. Roman law and order, prosperity, and ease had not produced an ideal state.
Seneca, the Stoic philosopher who lived at the same time as the events of
the New Testament (4 BC to AD 65), wrote, Daily the appetite for sin increases, the sense of shame diminishes, crimes are no longer secret, they stallc before the eyes of men. The world at the time of Christ's birth was a world in need.
B. Less than fulfilling religion
1. Roman religion
The Romans combined various forms of religious belief and practice to form their own religion. This practice is called syncretism. Such a practice meant their religion grew more varied with every culture and people group they conquered. They worshiped quite an amalgamation of gods and goddesses. Even their emper­ ors became objects of worship.
Greek philosophy permeated Roman thought. The most popular philosophy
was Epicureanism, which held that the greatest goal is happiness. Philosophers Plato and Aristotle had accepted homosexuality as a legitimate sexual prefer- ence. They also approved of abortion. Plato and Aristotle were no longer on the scene, but their philosophies remained and influenced Roman thought. Seneca, a philosopher contemporary with Christ, taught that suicide is acceptable when life becomes unbearable. He was later forced to commit suicide when he was implicat­ ed in a plot to kill Nero.
ASK: What correlations do you see between the Roman religious and philo­ sophical setting and that of today? (Q4)
2. Jewish religion
Judah was under subjection to Rome when Jesus was born. Although the Jews







































Seneca's older brother was Gallia, the proconsul of Achaia (Acts 18:12-17).

possessed all of the Old Testament Scriptures, they had begun to add to or draw away from that inerrant, infallible authority in their worship and practice. They wanted to control their religion and make it their own.
The Pharisees added to the body of truth in such a way as to effectively con­ ceal the truth that their additions were expected to expose. They effectively made the Jewish religion a list of outward acts devoid of any inward reality. They regard­ ed their additions with greater devotion than they did the original. Jesus eventu­ ally confronted these Jewish religious leaders and exposed their hypocrisy (Matt. 15:1-20). The Pharisees defended their religion and sought to do away with Jesus in response.
The Sadducees treated the body of truth with skepticism; they rejected what­ ever seemed unreasonable to them. The Herodians were more interested in gain­ ing favor with the authorities than in standing for the truth. The Zealots, at the other extreme, were often violent in their desire to overthrow Roman rule. The Es­ senes wished to withdraw from all of the sects and merely live a remote, monastic existence, contemplating truth. To large segments of Jewry the Jewish religion was one of empty hope. It became about people instead of God. It was to this vacuum in a hollow world that Jesus came.
II. The Truth about Christ's Birth
A. His lineage
The Jews kept careful records of family lineage to ensure that they could trace the royal line through whom Messiah would come. As mentioned in earlier lessons, both Matthew and Luke included a genealogy of Jesus. Matthew traced the lineage of Joseph in order to establish Jesus' legal rights (as Joseph's stepson) to the throne of David. Luke's record traces Jesus' lineage through Mary, also a descendant of David.
Matthew's Gospel, testifying to the Jews that Jesus came from the kingly line, begins the genealogy with Abraham and centers on David. Luke's Gospel, present­ ing Jesus as the Son of Man with a message for all mankind, traces His ancestry not only to David but to Adam, the father of the race. These genealogies should have satisfied the Jews that Jesus had indeed descended from David and was thus eligible for the throne of Israel.
READ: Matthew 15:22; 20:29-31; 21:11; Mark 6:3. ASK: What did Jesus' con­ temporaries recognize about His human identity? (QS) He was recognized as a Jew and as the Son of David. People could tell He came from Nazareth; they recog­ nized His human mother and siblings.

READ: 2 Samuel 7:12-16. ASK: Other descendants of David were alive during Jesus' lifetime. What qualified Jesus over all others to receive the birthright of God's promise? (Q6) He is the sinless Son of God.

B. His deity
The One Who would fulfill the promise of 2 Samuel 7:12-16 and Old Testament

prophecy would be more than an ordinary child. This unusual child would fulfill a promise made to Adam and Eve after they disobeyed God and were about to be expelled from the Garden for their sin. God warned Satan, I will put enmity be­ tween thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel (Gen. 3:15). The prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 ex­ plains more clearly the promise made to Eve. The Lord himself shall give you a sign promised that something more significant would occur.
READ: Isaiah 7:14. ASK: How does the prophecy of Isaiah relate to the prom­ ise in Genesis 3:15? (Q7) Genesis 3:15 says that the Seed of the woman would bruise the serpent's head, meaning that He would destroy Satan. Isaiah 7:14 promis­ es the birth of theOne Who would destroy Satan, and it gives an identifying feature: virgin-born.

READ: Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:39-45. ASK: When Jesus was born, who actually knew that He fulfilled Isaiah 7:14? (Q8) Mary, Joseph, and Elisabeth.
The expression seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15) indicates a virgin birth, for no seed of the man is involved. The angel Gabriel's promise to Mary confirms the virgin birth of Jesus: The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy [one] which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35). Without a human father, this Child would be born of a virgin by the power of God.
The New Testament clearly teaches the Virgin Birth as a literal fact. It is not merely a picturesque way of describing the wonder of childbirth. It is not an explanation made years later by adherents of the Christian message eager to enhance the miraculous nature of their Master. If we accept the authority of Scripture as the inspired, infallible Word of God, we must accept its message that Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit without a human father and
born of the virgin Mary. The Virgin Birth is an integral part of the complete gos­ pel of Christ.
READ: Matthew 1:21-23 and John 1:14. ASK:What would this virgin-born Child be able to do because He is God incarnate, God become man? (Q9) Save His people from their sin.

READ: Isaiah 9:6, 7. ASK: What divine qualities would the Child have? (QlO) He would have the qualities of the wonderful Counselor, mighty God, everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.

III. Responses to Christ's Birth
A. Belief
1. Mary
Although young, Mary had a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, which is

evident in her ready response to the angel's message and her Scripture-filled hymn of praise (Luke 1,46-55).
READ: Luke 1:46, 47. ASK: Why is it important to note that Mary called God her Savior? (Ql 1) It shows that she needed salvation as much as any other person. She was not sinless. God choosing her to be the one through whom His Son would be born did not mean she somehow became acceptable to God.
Mary's knowledge and devout attitude enabled her to accept the angel's mes­ sage and to praise God for the privilege of bearing the Promised One.
READ: Luke 1:48-55. ASK: What three words would you use to describe God based on Mary's song? (Q12) Perhaps mighty, merciful, and faithful.
2. Joseph
Joseph, Mary's fiance, felt greatly disturbed by Mary's news. If he denounced Mary publicly, she would be disgraced. So an angel appeared to reassure him that Mary was guiltless and had been, in fact, chosen of the Holy Spirit to bear Emmanuel. The astounding news that Mary's child was the promised Redeemer
settled the matter for Joseph. He submitted to God's plan in every detail, including uprooting his family and moving to Egypt when Jesus' life was in danger (Matt.
1:24, 25; 2:13-23).

READ: Luke 1:21-25. ASK: What did Joseph acknowledge about Mary's Son by calling Him Jesus, meaning Savior? (Ql 3) That Jesus would save His people from their sin.
Every time Joseph called for the boy Jesus to come to him, he would be re­ minded that the Jesus is not only the Savior, but also that He is Joseph's Savior.
3. Elizabeth and Zacharias
When Mary told her cousin Elizabeth the angel's startling message, Elizabeth recognized immediately the connection between the birth of her promised son and Mary's Son. She responded to Mary's announcement by exulting, [Why has] this [happened] to me, that the mother ofmy Lord should come to me? (Luke 1:43).
When Elizabeth heard Mary, John leaped in her womb for joy (1:44). That had to be an exhilarating experience for Elizabeth. It must have buttressed her confidence in all the Lord had planned for her and Mary.
READ: Luke 1:44, 45. ASK: Describe Elizabeth's level of confidence that what the Lord told Mary would actually come to pass. (Ql4) Elizabeth gave no evi­ dence of doubt. Her level of confidence was full and complete.
Elizabeth's husband, Zacharias, a priest, was well acquainted with the proph­ ecies concerning the Messiah and His forerunner. He referred to the coming Messi­ ah as the horn of salvation for us (1:69).
READ: Luke 1:68-79. ASK: Why did Zacharias focus so much on Jesus in the song he sang after the birth of his son? (Ql 5) Zacharias understood thatJohn's role was to point people to Jesus and to prepare the way for Hirn.

B. Praise and thanks
1. Shepherds
Bethlehem lay about five miles south of Jerusalem in hilly country. It was a good place to raise sheep to supply lambs for sacrifices at the temple in Jerusa­ lem. There angels delivered the message of the Incarnation to some shepherds (Luke 2:8-14), who then rushed to worship the Child (2:15, 16). The shepherds then spread the news of the birth of Christ. They returned glorifying and praising God (2:17-20). Note that the focus of the shepherds' message was the Child and the object of their praise was God. They could have easily turned the focus on them­ selves and used the experience as an opportunity for gain in a world that didn't think very highly of them. Their praise of God was the right response.
2. Simeon and Anna
When Joseph and Mary took Jesus to the temple for His circumcision, they met Simeon, who had waited in expectation of Messiah's birth. God told him that before he died he would see the Messiah. God was true to His promise (2:25-29). He thanked God for allowing him to see thy salvation (2:30-32). Mary and Joseph also met Anna, who spent night and day in the temple in worship and prayer. She, too, saw Jesus and gave thanks (2:36-38).
ASK: Why is giving thanks for the birth of Christ an appropriate response for us today? (Q16) God sent His Son to be our Savior out of His grace. We did nothing to deserve a Savior. So thanking God for His Son's incarnation will always be appro­ priate.
3. The wise men
Matthew includes the account of the wise men to support his emphasis on presenting Jesus as the Messiah-King (Matt. 2:1-12). The wise men, called magi in the Greek language, were likely from Chaldea. Their interest in the stars prompt­ ed them to pay special attention to an unusual star and perhaps connect it with the prophecy that there shall come a Star out ofjacob (Num. 24:17). Perhaps the ministries of Daniel and other exilic prophets led to their understanding about the Jewish Messiah.
Delayed by their visit to Herod, the Magi traveled to Joseph and Mary's home, where they fell down before Jesus and worshipped Him before presenting their gifts to the young child (2:11).
C. Fear
1. Satan
Satan knew of the prophecy that the Seed of the woman would bruise the head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15). Throughout Old Testament events he undermined and opposed Israel in the hope of destroying the people through whom the Re­ deemer would come.
Despite Satan's many attempts to prevent the birth, Jesus was born. Satan then attempted to manipulate Herod's paranoia and baby Jesus' vulnerability to kill the Redeemer before He could fulfill His mission.



The mention of Rachel weeping for her children (Matt. 2:18) is a quote of Jeremiah 31:15. Rachel
is seen as the mother of Israel even though Leah had more of)acob's sons. The context of Jeremiah's prophecy is both the exile of Judah and the hope
of the new covenant. Perhaps the weeping in Bethlehem at the time of Christ is both for those children who died as v:ell as a symbolic, climatic end of the Exile. The Mes­ siah has appeared. The new covenant promised by Jeremiah (26:28) will be introduced by Christ.
2. 
Herod
Herod was prompted to investigate Micah's prophecy (Micah 5:2) when the wise men came searching for the newborn King of the Jews. He took the visit of the Magi seriously, especially the Old Testament reference to the birthplace of this King in Bethlehem. He took immediate measures to ensure the death of this rival by ordering the slaughter of all the male children up to two years of age in the vicinity of Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16).
READ: Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:16---18. ASK: Based on Herod's actions, describe his view of himself and his view of Jesus. (Q17) He believed hewas wise enough and powerful enough to thwart God'splan. Heviewed Jesus as helpless and vulnerable.
Before Satan could carry out his plot through Herod, an angel warned Joseph in a dream to leave Bethlehem and go into Egypt, which Joseph did (Matt. 2:13-15). Herod died soon afterward, and the angel directed Joseph to return to his home­ land. Because Archelaus, Herod's son, was nearly as cruel as his father, Joseph bypassed Jerusalem and settled with his family in Nazareth, in the province of Gal­ ilee (2:22). Jesus coming out of Egypt was a fulfillment of prophecy (Hosea 11:11).
So Herod's attempt at sovereignty only proved that God is the true Sovereign.
After the Fall, mankind needed a Redeemer, and God revealed that He would send One from the Seed of the woman to destroy the Devil's power (Gen. 3:15). In the years that followed, He revealed in greater detail Who the promised One would be and what He would do. God counted righteous those who put their faith in Him. And when the fullness of the time was come, God sent His Son, Emmanuel, God with us (Gal. 4:4, 5).

MAKING	IT	PERSONAL

Praise and Thanks
RESOURCE: Display resource 7. ASK: What would life be like without the in­ carnation of Christ? (Record or reveal answers) (Q18) There would be no hope; this life would be all there was to live for; there would be no true joy or peace.--c..,-.•·<>>>«·.:· /··  ., .•...,;,_t".>'\«4
ATION OF CHIU.ST
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ASK: What are some of the benefits that came as a result of the incarnation of Christ? (Record or reveal answers) (Q19) Salvation from sin; personal relation­ ship with God; assurance of life in Heaven; meaning and purpose in this life.
Have your learners spend time in prayer praising and thanking God for the Incarnation. (Q20)
Showing Your Salvation
ASK: What aspects of your attitudes and actions show to others that Jesus is your Savior? (Q21)

ASK: What do you need to change in order to demonstrate to others the reality of Christ's work in your life? (Q22)
••
••
10.
11,
12,
13,


Summary and Memory Verses
RESOURCE: Display resource 1. Add a summary statement for lesson 5 or use the following: Praise and thank God for the Incarnation.
Encourage learners to memorize Matthew 1:22 and 23. Give them an opportuni­ ty to say the verses in class next week.
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Topic
Temptation and baptism of Christ
Theme
Jesus' baptism and victory over temptation showed He is approved by the Father and quaIi· fied to be the Savior.
Desired Learner Response
The learner will acknowledge Jesus as the approved and
qualified Savior, realiz­ ing his need to grow to be like Him.
Materials
· Resources 1, 8, and 9
· Store or Web ads
· Juices, pitchers, and cups

One Story: Baptism and Temptation

Scripture Focus
Matt 3; 4:1-11; Mark 1:1-13; Luke 3:1-23
Summary
This lesson traces Jesus' life from His boyhood, through His initiation into pub­ lic ministry (His baptism), to His temptation by Satan in the wilderness. Both Jesus' baptism and temptation demonstrate that Jesus' is sinless and qualiAed to be the Savior.










Outline
I. Jesus' Boyhood
II. Jesus' Baptism: Approved
A. God sent John to prepare for Christ
B. God disapproved of the religious leaders
C. God approved of Christ
Ill. Jesus' Temptation: Qualified
A. Test 1: To provide bread
B. Test 2: To win popular acclaim
C. Test 3: To gain kingdoms to rule






Memory Verse "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him"
(2 Corinthians 5:21).
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