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Topic
Confrontation and repentance
Theme
Biblical confrontation and true repentance are vital parts of a believer's spiritual life.
Desired Learner Response
The learner will practice true repentance and loving confrontation.



Materials
· Resources 1, 9, and 10

Repentance Brings Relief

Scripture focus
2 Corinthians 7:2-16
Overview
In this lesson we discover Paul's model for confronting believers and the essence and results of true repentance.













Outline
I. The Confronter (2 Cor. 7:2-9)
A. Genuine life (7:2)
B. Genuine love (7:3)
C. Guarded lips (7:8, 9)
II. The Confronted (2 Cor. 7:9-11)
A. Genuine sorrow (7:9, 10)
B. Genuine repentance (7:11)
Ill. The Consequences (2 Cor. 7:12-16)
A. Care is shown (7:12)
B. Comfort is shared (7:13)
C. Confidence is stated (7:14-16)




Memory Verse "For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death" (2 Corinthians 7:10).
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[image: ]GETTING	STARTED
Use the following activities tospark your learners' interest in this lesson about confrontation and repentance.
Excuse Me, Did You Know ... ?
Just before your lesson is about to begin, discreetly dosomething to your- self that is obvious to the learners but not to you (e.g., mark your forehead with a washable marker, untie a shoe, pull your tie to one side, mess up a portion of your hair). Continue to teach the class, waiting for someone to point out what is wrong with you. When a learner lets you know about the problem, fix it and ask
the following questions. (If no one points out your problem, point out the problem yourself and ask the questions when you display resource 9 later in the lesson.)
ASK: Who would let me teach the entire lesson without ever telling me about my problem?

ASK:Why would you let me teach without telling me about the problem?

ASK: Why is telling someone they have a problem so hard?

ASK: What does your ignoring my problem say about your concern for me as your teacher?
Point out that confronting others about their problems, particularly their sins, is never fun. However, God uses each of us to challenge one another spiritually about our personal lives.
The Great Raft
The Great Raft was a huge logjam that clogged the Red and Atchafalaya Rivers for centuries. The Great Raft extended 165 miles at its peak. It slowed river flow and formed bayous and even a set of lakes called the Great Raft Lakes. Captain Henry Miller Shreve and a crew of two hundred men began removing the Great Raft in 1832. Six years later, they finally opened the Red River to the present site of Shreveport, Louisiana-the city named after him for his efforts. Despite Shreve's warnings, the logjam reformed and required considerable effort to again remove.
ASK: What relationships sometimes get obstructed? (Ql)

ASK: How might a person begin to restore a damaged relationship?(Q2)
The flow of love from the Corinthians to Paul slowly trickled, but Paul worked hard to clear away misunderstandings and sins so their love would freely flow.

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Paul confronted the Corinthians about immoralityin their church. His pattern for
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confronting fellow believers serves as a model for believers today. The Corinthians' response to Paul's letter of rebuke serves as a model for believers needing to repent.
I. The Confronter (2 Cor. 7:2-9)
A. Genuine life (7:2)
Paul appealed to the Corinthians, Receive us (2 Cor. 7:2). He wanted them to make room in their hearts for him. Evidently his attackers had leveled three more charges against him, each of which he refuted.
READ: 2 Corinthians 7:2. ASK: What negative actions did Paul say he had not committed? (Q3) Wronging, cheating, or corrupting someone.
Paul insisted in verse 2, We have wronged no man. He had not treated anyone in Corinth unfairly. He had to be stern with the Corinthians' sin, but he was not unjust in doing so.
Paul claimed in the same verse, We have corrupted no man. Perhaps the false teachers were charging that Paul had corrupted the doctrine of the church. Paul denied this charge and stressed again that he had not corrupted anyone.
Finally, in verse 2, Paul wrote, We have defrauded no man. He had not taken advantage of a single soul. What grounds did his enemies have for saying he had defrauded them? Most likely it was because Paul had told them he was gathering an offering for the poor believers in Jerusalem. Possibly they were saying he was going to use it on himself.
ASK:Why must those who confront others be blameless? (Q4) So the confron­ ter's words will have credence and will be effective.

B. Genuine love (7:3)
Paul did not write verse 2 to find fault with the Corinthians (7:3). He loved them dearly despite their coldness to him.
READ: 2 Corinthians 7:3. ASK: How deep was Paul's love for the Corinthians?
(QS) He loved theCorinthians no matter what happened.
The Corinthians were in Paul's heart (7:3). He felt so close to them that he was ready to live or die with them. Paul could not love them more deeply than he did.
ASK: Why must a believer confront others out of a love-filled heart? (Q6) So the confronter's motiveswill be pure.
Verse 4 reveals Paul's great joy upon hearing from Titus that the Corinthians had responded positively to his first letter.
READ: 2 Corinthians 7:4. ASK: How did Paul describe the joy he felt when he heard the good news of the Corinthians' response to his letter? (Q7) Filled withcomfort and feeling exceedingly joyful.
Paul had great boldness of speech. He could now speak with confidence to others concerning the Corinthians. His glorying over them was great. He could be

proud of them. He was filled with comfort. He was exceedingly joyful even though he was still experiencing affliction.
ASK: What does a believer's rejoicing over another believer's sin and failure (1 Cor. 13:6) reveal about that believer's heart? (08) It is not fJ//ed with and motivated by love.
Paul sent his letter of confrontation by the hand ofTitus from Ephesus. Then he went up to Troas, hoping to meet Titus there and to learn how the Corinthians had responded to the letter. When Titus did not arrive, Paul traveled to Macedonia, hoping to meet him there. When Paul entered Macedonia, where Philippi was lo­ cated, he was restless because he had not found Titus and therefore did not know of the Corinthians' response.
Paul shared that he had no rest in his spirit at that time. In 2 Corinthians 7:5 he wrote, our flesh had no rest.This matter caused Paul weariness of soul and body.
Reflecting upon those anxious days, he confided, without were fightings, within were fears. Most likely he was referring to persecutions on the one hand and inner anxiety about the Corinthians on the other.
After Paul sent the letter, he had no choice but to wait for a report on the Cor- inthians' response.
ASK: Why does a believer who confronts someone about his or her sin need to then leave the matter in God's hands? (09) For one reason, worrying about the situation or repeatedly trying to coerce theperson into changing would be sinful.
In 2 Corinthians 1:3 and 4 Paul had written about the God of all comfort. Here, in 2 Corinthians 7:6, he wrote about the comfort God provided through Titus when Titus met him.Titus brought Paul the long-awaited good report on the state of affairs in the Corinthian church. Although Titus had brought good news, Paul looked beyond Titus to the providence of God. God comforts those that are cast down,Paul testified.
When Titus and Paul met (probably in Philippi), Paul found that Titus was en­ couraged by what he had seen in Corinth. Titus gave Paul a three-part report. First, he reported the Corinthians' earnest desire (2 Cor. 7:7).Theystrongly desired to be recon­ ciled to Paul.This news certainly cheered the apostle's heart.Second, Titus reported their mourning (7:7).They lamented over the sinin their church. This lamentation, too, would have encouraged Paul. Third, Titus reported their zeal toward Paul. Their repentant spirit was followed bya desire todo what Paul wanted them to do.This zeal
indicated clearly that they were turning back to Paul and away from the false teachers.
C. Guarded lips (7:8, 9)
Just as a loving parent is distressed whenever he or she must reprove his or her children, so Paul was distressed that he had had to reprove the Corinthian church in his previous letter. He wanted to make sure his words were appropriate and that they did not cause more harm than good.
READ: 2 Corinthians 7:8. ASK: What struggle did Paul experience after he sent his letter of confrontation to the Corinthians?(01O) He felt bad about the letter but also knew it was necessary

Paul's severe letter had made the Corinthians sorry. Paul had written it to persuade them to repent. However, at some point after writing the letter, he began to have second thoughts about it. Had the Corinthians gone so far intosin that they would not accept his teachings anymore? Would they think he was being too harsh and forthright?
ASK:What does Paul's emotional struggle (7:8) reveal about the difficulty of confronting a fellow believer? (Ql1)It is not particularly enjoyable; it isdifficult todo.
Confronting other believers about their sin is difficult to do. Fears often keep believers from carrying out this important task.
RESOURCE: Display resource 9. ASK: What fears keep believers from con­ fronting other believers about sin in their lives? (Ql 2) (Record learners' answers on the left half of the resource.) Being attacked by theperson, coming off as being morespiritual, losing a friend, and appearing to be nosy.Fears
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ASK: What happens when believers fail to confront other believers about their sin? (Ql 3) (Record learners' answers on the right half of the resource.) Thesin progresses and destroys the person; the sin spreads to other believers; the sin destroysrelationships.
When Paul heard that the letter had persuaded the Corinthians to repent, he no longer regretted sending it. Paul had chosen his words wisely and did not use flippant or hasty words to bring the rebuke.
ASK: What harm may come from a flippant rebuke or a hasty confrontation? (Q14) May result in miscommunication; may destroy any hope of restoration; may cause undostrifebetween the people; may cause embarrassment.
Since the Corinthians' sorrow had led them to repentance, good came out of it. Paul wrote, "that ye might receive damage by us in nothing" (7:9). He meant that he would not have to rebuke them again.
ASK: What happens when the person who confronts a believer continues to dredge up the sin even after the believer has repented? (Ql S) The repentant person becomes discouraged and hampered in hisor her Christian walk.

II. The Confronted (2 Cor. 7:9-11)
A. Genuine sorrow (7:9, 10)
Paul was not simply glad that the Corinthians were sorry but that their sorrow produced genuine repentance (7:9). Just feeling sorry isn't enough. In verse 10 Paul explained that godly sorrow leads to repentance and repentance leads to salva­ tion. God saves the penitent sinner. Salvation in turn is never regretted.
ASK: How does godly sorrow show in a person's life? (Ql 6) It resultsin a posi­ tive change of behavior.

Not only is there a godly sorrow, there is alsoa worldlysorrow. This kind does not lead tosalvation but rather todeath (9:10). Sorrow over sin without repentance will de­ stroy the person who is sorrybecause he or she has not dealt with the sin. Sometimes the sorrow is great enough that the person even tal<es his or her life to escape it. Judas Iscariot is a Biblical example of worldly sorrow that led todeath (Matt. 27:3-5).
B. Genuine repentance (7:11)


ASK:Why do you think some people are unwilling to repent? (Ql 7) They may be enamored with sin; they may serve self above all else.
In verse 11 Paul spoke of the thoroughness of the Corinthians' repentance. He used seven terms or phrases to describe the genuine repentance that came out of their genuine sorrow.
RESOURCE: Display resource 10. Have the learners provide one- or two­ word summaries of the characteristics of the Corinthians' genuine repen­ tance as you cover each one. Record their answers on the resource.
Paul began his description of the Corinthians' repentance by noting their careful­ ness.Carefulness conveys diligence. The Corinthians nolonger sat idly by while one of their members was involved in sin.They dealt with the matter in a timely manner.
Paul then described the Corinthians' repentance as an act of clearing of your­ selves. The Corinthians demonstrated by their lives that the repentance was real.
Next Paul indicated that the Corinthians had experienced indignation over the shame brought on their church by the incestuous relationship. They were embar­ rassed by the sin.
Furthermore, Paul used the word fear as a description of the Corinthians' re­ pentance.The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10). The Corin­ thians saw their sin for what it was and believed that God was too holy to let it go on indefinitely. They feared His wrath. Perhaps they also feared the consequences the sin would have on the church.
The Corinthians shared a vehement desire-perhaps a desire for Paul's favor and
fellowship as they had once known it. The Corinthians were willing to face Paul. They did not cower in their corner of the world and hope to avoid his presence.
Theyshowed great zeal, perhaps to set things right and to deal with the mem­ bers in the church who were causing the problems.
The Corinthian believers had also displayed revenge. This word speaks of meting out justice or punishment. They had punished the man guilty of incest by removing him from fellowship. Justice was served.
Paul closed verse 11 by saying, In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter. Paul acquitted the Corinthians of any further responsibility in this case. They had genuinely repented.
III. The Consequences (2 Cor. 7:12-16)
A. Care is shown (7:12)
Why did Paul write that severe letter to the Corinthians? Might we say for the
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Carefulness: diligent. Clearing of yourselves:real and true. In­ dignation: embarrassed. Fear: respect for God. Vehement desire: ready for restoration.
Zeal:earnestness. Revenge:
just.

sake of the immoral offender? No. Paul primarily intended for his letter to show his concern for the Corinthians. Caring enough to confront was Paul's policy. Do we care enough about people to confront them lovingly when they fall into sin?
ASK: What would the world say is more caring: glossing over a person's wrongdoings or confronting him or her about them? (Ql 8) Glossing over thesin.

B. Comfort is shared (7:13)
Paul was encouraged by the Corinthians' response, and his joy doubled because Titus was also pleased with their response. He was comforted in [their] comfort (7:13). Titus experienced the comfort that comes when a sinner repents and restores relationships with those he or she has offended. The Corinthians' re­ pentance ministered to Titus and refreshed him. Titus eagerly and excitedly shared his comfort with Paul.
C. Confidence is stated (7:14-16)
Paul had praised the Corinthians in front ofTitus. Now Titus was able to see that Paul's confidence in them was well founded (7:14). The Corinthians' reception ofTitus as Paul's messenger had increased Titus's love for them and had fortified Paul's confidence in them (7:15, 16). A restored believer can be used of God. Paul was confident God would use the restored Corinthians to make an impact for Him in Corinth. The Corinthians needed to hear of Paul's confidence in them.

MAKING	IT	PERSONAL

Use the following activities to reinforce the learners' understanding of careful confrontation and genuine repentance.
Repentance Evaluation
Have the learners evaluate whether they practice true repentance. They should honestly answer question 19 in the study book. Challenge them to record any sins they need to deal with. (Q20)
Confrontation Evaluation
Have the learners evaluate whether they confront other believers in a Biblical manner. Use the checklist under question 21in the study book. Challenge them to record any adjustments they need to make in how or why they confront fellow believers. (Q22)ByGod'i g (e I un ,, ,
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Summary and Memory Verses
Use resource 1 to review the response for this lesson: By God's grace I can practice repentance.
Encourage your learners to memorize 2 Corinthians 7:10. Give them an oppor­ tunity to quote the verses in class next week.
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