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SCRIPTURE FOCUS
1 Thess. 2:17-3:5

BUILDUP THEME
PREPARE TO SERVE
God will help believers overcome barriers to ministry and temptations to give up.

MEASURABLE RESPONSE
The students will consider eternal consequences

MEMORY VERSE
"And (we) sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith: that no man should be moved by these afflictions:
for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto"
(1 Thess. 3:2, 3).
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· [image: ][image: ]	Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5 and review the events Luke recorded in Acts 17. Think about the opposition Paul faced in his ministry to the Thessalonians. Name
some obstacles you've encountered in your service to Christ. Consider things like unwanted changes in plans, distractions, temptations, and unavoidable setbacks. How did you handle the obstacles?
· 	Satan likes to use obstacles to discourage us as we serve Christ. He hopes we will give up. But God can overcome the barriers and even use them for His glory. Because God is working through us, we can expect that our service will be successful.
· Your students will face obstacles and temptations in serving the Lord. This session will prepare them to expect opposition to their faith and encourage them not to give into temptations to quit.
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Paul expressed his desire to see the Thessalonian believers again but was hindered from doing so. He faced persecutors whom Satan used to keep him out of Thessalonica. Despite the opposition, Paul knew the ministry in Thessalonica would be successful. He looked forward to the day when he could present the Thessalonian believers to the Lord. In the
meantime, Paul sent Timothy to encourage the new believers and strengthen their faith in God. Paul warned that all believers should expect opposition and temptations to quit.







[image: ]




[image: ] [image: ]
Option 1-Failed Predictions
Steps
1. Read the following failed predictions.
· From the New York Times, 1936: "A rocket will never be able to leave the earth's atmosphere."
· In 1943, the chairman of IBM said, "I think there is a world market for maybe five computers."
· In 1969, one scientist predicted that, because of environmental problems, "everybody will disappear in a cloud of blue steam in 20 years."
· In the 1970s, several scientists noted "evidence" of a great global cooling which would lead to a new ice age in as little as 50 years.
· In 1995, a Newsweek author said, "The truth is, no online database will replace your daily newspaper... "
· In 2007, the CEO of Microsoft said, "There's no chance that the iPhone is going to get any significant market share. No chance."
2. Discuss the difficulty of making predictions.
The people who made the predictions we just read seem rather silly. They were way off about what is now our past.
ASK: Why were the predictions so far off? The people had a
limited perspective. They couldn't see the future.
ASK: If you had to make a prediction for the future, what would it be?
3. Transition to the Bible study.
The future is impossible to predict with absolute certainty unless God is involved. Paul made accurate predictions under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. While he was with the believers in Thessalonica, Paul warned them to expect to be persecuted and tempted as a believer. His prediction came true for the Thessalonians. We too
will face persecution and temptations as believers. This session will challenge us to be prepared to face them.

Option 2-Detour Ahead
Steps
1. Discuss facing detours while traveling.
"Detour Ahead" is never an encouraging road sign, particularly for
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the weary or hurried traveler. Yet we have to take the detours on
our travels if we want to ultimately reach our destinations. Staring at the roadblock and fretting about not being able to continue on the same road would be silly and pointless.
ASK: What goes through your mind when you come to a road closed sign? (Q1)
ASK: When has taking the detour worked out for the better? (Q2)
2. Transition to the Bible study.
We should not be surprised when we face detours while serving God. In this session we'll see that Paul's warns believers of barriers and temptations that threaten to get them off course in their service to the Lord.
[image: ][image: ]
Gather
· Resources 73-R4 and 73-RS.
· Video clip of dog wagging its tail.

I. Expect Barriers While Serving God (1 Thess. 2:17, 18)
In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul has already recalled the success of his ministry to the Thessalonians, mentioning his team's pure motives and behavior among them and the Thessalonians' excellent response. Paul then backed up in his letter to describe his internal struggle in not being able to contact the Thessalonians after initially fleeing the city. He wanted to show the Thessalonian believers his deep interest in their spiritual growth despite the barriers keeping him from them.
A. People-placed barriers (2:17)
READ: 1 Thessalonians 2:17.
Paul longed to visit the Thessalonians and see their faces. But human opposition kept him from returning to the city. Jewish rioters forced him to leave the city (Acts 17:5-1O). So, Paul wrote that his heart remained with the Thessalonians in his absence.
ASK: What did Paul mean that his heart was with the Thessalonians? (Q3) He felt love and concern for them to the point that they were constantly in his thoughts and prayers.
Paul didn't want the Thessalonians to think he had abandoned them. He considered himself their spiritual father (1 Thess. 2: 11) and described his separation from them as a father being torn away from his child.
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The Jews in Thessalonica wouldn't allow Paul to return, at least not so soon after he had turned the Thessalonians' world upside down (Acts 17:6). They hated Paul and would seek to kill him if they saw him again.
Paul was no stranger to human opposition. He faced it nearly everywhere he went. In Antioch during his first missionary journey, he was stoned and left for dead (Acts 14:19, 20). But the case with
Thessalonica was different than with Antioch. On his first journey, Paul was allowed to circle back through Antioch (14:21). But he couldn't go back to Thessalonica.
ASK: What motivates unbelievers to strongly oppose those who serve God well? (Q4) They live according to their sin nature.
They essentially serve Satan, the god of this world, who lives to discourage believers. Faithful believers disrupt unbelievers' lives and expose their sin, which they don't like.
Unbelievers will create barriers to keep believers from ministering effectively to certain people or in certain places. Satan works in and through them, as Paul went on to note.
B. Satan-placed barriers (2:18)
READ: 1 Thessalonians 2:18.
Satan "hindered" Paul's return to Thessalonica. The word Paul used describes the destroying of bridges and cutting into roads to make them impossible to use. Such actions are common in wars.
DISPLAY: Resource 73-R4. The image is a Ukrainian bombed out bridge meant to slow Russian advancement.
Paul didn't give details of the barriers he faced. It's possible he was referring to the same Jews who had persecuted him and Silas in Thessalonica. When the Jews heard Paul and Silas had fled to Berea and were preaching there as well, they went there to stir up more trouble (Acts 17:13). Paul again had to flee, that time to Athens (17:14, 15).
Whatever the barrier, Satan had worked through the circumstances to keep the missionaries from returning to Thessalonica. Satan is still "bombing bridges" today. He seeks to hinder believers from growing spiritually, sharing the gospel, and ministering to fellow believers. His
goal is to discourage and defeat us, so we give up our attempts to help other believers grow in the Lord.
ASK: What might be some "bombed out bridges" Satan could use to hinder missionaries from ministering today? (QS) Closing countries to the gospel; violent opposition and threats to new believers; destruction of mission stations; lack of support for mission work.
Satan works through circumstances and people to slow the progress
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of the gospel and the church, but he can't stop it. Faithful servants of God, whether on the mission field or in a local church, will always find success. Paul found a way around Satan's "bombed out bridge" to minister to the new believers in Thessalonica.
II. Expect Success While Serving God (1 Thess. 2:19-3:2)
A. Expect future glory (2:19, 20)
READ: 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20.
Despite opposition to his plans, Paul knew he would ultimately find success in the ministry he started in Thessalonica. As we have already learned from Timothy's report in the first part of 1 Thessalonians, Paul was right about finding success. The Thessalonians were growing in the Lord and living in anticipation of Christ's return (1 Thess. 1:6-1O).
When Paul finished his earthly ministry, he said his crown of rejoicing would be believers like those in Thessalonica. With his mention of crowns, the Thessalonians would have pictured a Greek athlete winning a laurel crown for being victorious in an athletic event.
DISPLAY: Resource 73-R5. Laurel comes from an evergreen shrub. The laurel wreath remains a symbol of victory, appearing on some modern Olympic medals.
Just as the victorious Greek athlete rejoiced, Paul knew he would rejoice for the Thessalonians who had come to Christ through his ministry. They would be his crowns in that they would symbolize his spiritual victory in the difficult city of Thessalonica. But Paul will also receive actual crowns for his service to the Lord. Christ will give physical crowns to faithful believers at the Judgment Seat of Christ in Heaven immediately following the Rapture (2 Cor. 5:10). Paul will be glad to have the physical crowns because they will give him an opportunity to glorify God for ministering through him to reach the lost.
Paul referred to crowns in other writings. He assured that all believers who faithfully finish their race will receive crowns that last forever (1 Cor. 9:24, 25). Like Paul, we will use those crowns to glorify God.
ASK: Why do you think God tells us He will reward us with crowns for persevering in our service for Him? (06) To show us that there is a direct connection between our present lives and our experience in eternity To show that He has expectations about how we use our time on earth. To get our focus off the earthly things that have no eternal value.
B. Expect growth toward maturity (3:1, 2)
READ: 1 Thessalonians 3:1, 2.



Paul could no longer stand being separated from the new Thessalonian believers without getting a report on how they were doing. He knew they needed spiritual support if they were going to mature as believers. He obviously cared deeply for their spirituality.
ASK: Why should we, like Paul, be deeply concerned whether believers are growing in the Lord? (Q7) Helping new believers spiritually mature is at the heart of the Great Commission (Matt. 28: 19, 20), the church's marching orders from Jesus.
Paul decided to send Timothy back to Thessalonica and risk remaining in Athens without his support. Silas and Timothy had likely joined Paul in Athens (Acts 17:15). Sending Timothy was Paul's way around Satan's "bombed out bridge" that hindered Paul from returning to Thessalonica himself.
ASK: How could Paul have wrongly responded to not being able to return to Thessalonica? (Q8) He could have given up, concluding that going back to Thessalonica simply wasn't God's will; he could have blamed God for not making a way; he could have sulked and complained.
Paul trusted God and found a way to meet the Thessalonians' spiritual needs despite opposition. He fully expected the Thessalonians to grow in the Lord because of Timothy's ministry.
ASK: Why should we expect believers to grow in the Lord as we minister to them? (Q9) Because they Holy Spirit is working in us to minister to them and in them to change their hearts. Because God's Word is powerful when applied to a believer's life.
We can minister to others with confidence that God will build them up in the faith. We need to be willing to prepare to serve.
Ill. Expect Temptations While Serving God (1 Thess. 3:3-5)
A. Deceptive temptations (3:3, 4)
READ: 1 Thessalonians 3:3.
Paul didn't want the Thessalonians to be moved or shaken by temptations. To be moved or shaken didn't mean to be physically attacked by an enemy. It meant to be lured away from the Lord. The word Paul used is also used for the movement of a dog's wagging tail. The temptation in Thessalonica was an invitation to rejoin the world and to abandon the dangerous life of a new believer in Christ.
ACTIVITY: Show a video of a pet dog wagging its tail to attract people's attention. Use a video of your dog or find one on the web.
ASK: What do you do when a dog comes up to you with its tail wagging? (Q1O)



A dog with a wagging tale is an excellent illustration of many of the temptations believers face.
ASK: How is a temptation like a dog wagging its tail? (Q11) Both are inviting; both seem harmless and even beneficial; both appeal to our senses.
Petting a dog with a wagging tail is rewarding. But that isn't the case with temptation. Giving in to temptation ends with a painful "dog bite." Giving in to temptation is never harmless or beneficial. Those who give in to it will always suffer consequences. All of us could testify to the harm that comes from giving in to temptation.
READ: 1 Thessalonians 3:4.
Rather than looking for an easy way out of the threats that came with being a believer in the first century, Paul told the Thessalonians to expect to suffer for their faith. They were appointed to be ridiculed and persecuted for trusting and sharing Christ.
God comforted Paul and Silas while they suffered persecution (2 Cor. 1:3-5). When they arrived in Thessalonica for the first time, they were
not only physically wounded from being beaten in Philippi but also visibly comforted, content, and joyful because God was ministering to them. If the Thessalonians stood up for Christ, they would know the same comfort during the persecution Paul predicted they would face. Timothy understood these truths and taught them to the Thessalonians upon his arrival there.
B. The destructive tempter (3:5)
READ: 1 Thessalonians 3:5.
Paul repeatedly faced the tempter (Satan). Paul understood the constant lure to give in and give up in the face of persecution. But he was a seasoned, mature believer. The brand-new believers in Thessalonica were vulnerable to the tempter's tactics. Paul was rightly concerned that Satan could wear them down so that they gave in to the temptation to quit and avoid persecution.
ASK: What does Satan do once a believer gives up and gives in to temptation? Does he bring relief and rest? (Q12) He immediately accuses the believer of being a failure for sinning against God.
Satan attacks believers in three ways: (1) he brings persecution on believers; (2) he tempts them to give up; and (3) he calls those who give up worthless failures (Rev. 12:10-12). Knowing the tempter's destructive attacks, Paul sent Timothy to the believers in Thessalonica to encourage and strengthen them to serve Christ. They responded well to Timothy's instruction. Timothy reported back to Paul that the
Thessalonians believers successfully resisted Satan's temptations to quit.



Satan still works in believers' lives today. We can depend on God to help us resist temptations to give up on Him. And when we fail, we can go to God for full forgiveness and restoration (1 John 1:9). We should never write ourselves off as ruined and unable to be used by God.
Don't miss how concerned Paul was for the Thessalonians. He serves as a model for the level of concern we should have for each other.
ASK: What would it mean to you to have someone who cared about your spiritual growth so much that the person lost sleep because of it? (Q13)
ASK: For whose spiritual growth might you show that level of love and concern? (Q14)
[image: ][image: ]

Steps
1. Discuss keeping eternity in view while facing barriers to ministry and temptations to give up.
Paul wanted the certainty of eternity with God to be always on the Thessalonians' minds. So, he repeatedly mentioned the coming of Christ in his Thessalonian letters.
ASK: When have you been tempted to give up serving God? (Q15)
ASK: What are some of the eternal consequences of giving up on serving God or consistently giving in to temptations to sin? (Q16) We miss out on eternal rewards, lose opportunities to glorify God in eternity, and fail to impact others for eternity.
ASK: How might you keep eternity in view as you face barriers to ministry and temptations to sin? (Q17)
2. Close in prayer for your students. Communicate your concern for them in the face of barriers to service and temptations to give up. Let them know you love them and pray for them.
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SCRIPTURE FOCUS
1 Thess. 3:6-13

BUILDUP THEME
PREPARE TO SERVE
God blesses those who help believers grow in their faith.

MEASURABLE RESPONSE
Students will seek help in standing firm in their faith and will identify ways to help others grow in Christ.

MEMORY VERSE
"And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you: To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints"
(1 Thess. 3:12, 13).

[!		Recall a time when good news has strongly affected your life. Perhaps you were greatly relieved by a good medical report. Or maybe hearing the news of a friend's salvation gave you great joy. Be ready to share your experiences with your students as appropriate.
r1 Read 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13. Paul described the effects Timothy's report had on his life. He was comforted, relieved, and revived by Timothy's good news that the Thessalonians were standing firm in their faith. Help students understand how the Thessalonians present an example for us. Explore the relationship between a strong faith and our ability to demonstrate God's love to other people.
[]		As students consider the strength of their own faith, encourage them in their struggles to love others. Point out ways you see them strengthening their faith and demonstrating God's love.
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Timothy returned from Thessalonica with a good report. News of the believers' continuing faith and love comforted Paul and Silas, and they were relieved to hear that the believers loved them and wanted to see them again. The good report revived Paul's soul even during his ongoing troubles. His thankfulness and joy led to persistent prayer that God might direct his way back to Thessalonica so he could complete their instruction in the faith. He prayed the Lord would strengthen their hearts and increase their love for all people as they anticipated standing blameless before God at the Rapture.
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