
NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2025

SOLA: STANDING FIRM ON GOD’S WORD

‘But as for you, continue in 
what you have learned and 
have firmly believed, 
knowing from who you 
learned it and how from 
childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ 
Jesus.’ 
– 2 Timothy 3:14-15

Fall is in the air in 
Wisconsin! At the time of 
this writing, the leaves are 
just starting to change color 

and drift down from the trees. 
As we enter this season, the 
air feels a little crisper, 
football games fill the 
weekends, apple orchards 
and pumpkin patches are 
buzzing with activity, and 
everything suddenly seems to 
come in "pumpkin spice." Fall 
brings with it so many joys 
and traditions—and a vivid 
reminder that the seasons are 
always changing.

This fall at St. Paul we are 
beginning a new sermon 
series called "Sola," leading 

us toward Reformation 
Sunday. Sola is a Latin word 
meaning "alone." During the 
Reformation, God used Martin 
Luther and other reformers to 
call His Church back to what 
really matters: standing firm on 
what God alone provides. 
Over the coming weeks, we'll 
focus on four key "solas" of the 
Reformation and why they still 
matter for us today:

Scripture Alone – God's 
Word isn't just filled with 
truth—it is truth. It is the 
standard that never changes, 
the story of salvation that 
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shapes our lives and draws us back to Jesus.

Faith Alone – Our salvation doesn't rest on our works or efforts but on trusting in Jesus and what 
He has done for us. Faith is God's gift that keeps pointing us back to Christ even when doubts, 
struggles, or temptations threaten to shake us.

Grace Alone – Like the father in the Parable of the Prodigal Son, God pours out His love freely. 
Grace welcomes us when we wander, forgives us when we repent, and humbles us when we 
become self-righteous. Grace is our only hope.

Christ Alone – In the end, it all centers on Jesus. He is the Lamb who was slain, the way to 
eternal life, and the reason we will one day stand with the saints in glory. Our hope is not in what 
we do but in who He is and what He has done.

These truths are not just for the history books. They are for you, your family, and your neighbors 
right now. They shape how we live, how we forgive, how we serve, and how we love. And they 
give us something solid to stand on in a world that keeps changing.

At St. Paul, our mission is "Connecting People to Christ." That's exactly what the "solas" do. 
Scripture points us to Christ. Faith clings to Christ. Grace flows from Christ. And salvation is found 
in Christ alone. This fall, let's walk together in these truths and invite others to do the same—
because everyone needs the hope that only Jesus can give.

So as the leaves turn and the seasons shift, let us rejoice in this: our God does not change. His 
Word endures. His promises stand. And in Christ alone, by grace alone, through faith alone, 
revealed in Scripture alone, we are connected to Christ—today and forever!

PA S TO R  A D A M  W O L F E
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How can YOU help?

YOUR DONATION SUPPORTS:
Music and Entertainment

Arts and Craft supplies
Outings • Meals and Snacks

Please contact us at 
920-627-6847 

or visit us at 
memorymattersmost.com 

for more information.

Stay Tuned for More Information!
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C H R I S T I N A Z E U N E R ,  D I R E C TO R
P R E S C H O O L @ S T PA U L FA L L S . C O M

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

Off to a Great Start!

We have had a great start to the new year at St. Paul Early 
Childhood Center. We have 14 children in 4K, 19 Preschoolers, 
and 22 children using the Child Care at some time each week. 
The children and teachers have gotten to know each other and 
are having lots of fun learning each day. The children are 
becoming familiar with the school routines and beginning to make 
new friends.

The 4K class has already taken a walk to the falls, played at 
River Park, and gone to Memorial Library. Miss Britt, the librarian, 
comes  every month to the Early Childhood Center to read to the 
Preschool and Child Care classes. Mr. Walkenhorst visited the 
classrooms to introduce himself, play his guitar, and teach songs 
about fall. Pastor Adam tells the Bible story once a week in Child 
Care and once a month in Preschool and 4K. Everyone also 
attended their first Chapel day to meet Pastor Kyle and praise 
God in a church setting.

We continue to collect used ink cartridges, HP toner, and old cell phones. These can be placed in 
the Early Childhood bin in the church's collection center. We receive money for the ink and 
phones which help us purchase materials for the classrooms. We are also looking for Crystal 
Light containers and extra-large nuts and bolts.
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S AVA N N A H  H E N N ,  D I R E C TO R
S AVA N N A H H @ S T PA U L FA L L S . C O M

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY

Sunday School
Sunday School started last month, and we are so excited that the 
school year is off to a great start. This month at Sunday School, we 
will be starting new units. Our 3K-3rd grade students will be studying 
the following lessons: God Helps Church Leaders Make Decisions, 
Faith in Jesus Brings Joy, Paul Encourages the Philippians, and 
James Writes about Joy. Our 4th and 5th grade students are finishing 
up their unit and looking at Old Testament Bible stories that are not 
well known, including Balaam the Talking Donkey and David Dancing 
in the Streets. We are staying very busy at Sunday School and look 
forward to digging deeper into God's Word.

AWANA
AWANA programming also started last month. It is awesome to see 
returning friends and some new faces this year. We are currently 
learning about the Ten Commandments in our lesson time. Our 
theme nights this month are Crazy Sock Night, Crazy Hair Night, 
Canned Food Night, and Wildlife Night. Reminder that there is no AWANA on October 15th as we 
have fall break.

  AWANA Store
  Throughout this month, we will be 
  collecting items for our AWANA Store.
  Please see the graphic on items we are 
  looking for. Thanks!

  Upcoming Family Events
  Come join us for Trunk or Treat on 
  October 26th from 3:00-5:00 PM here in 
  the St. Paul Parking Lot. All children 
  are welcome to come trunk or treat. This 
  event is FREE, and all are invited to 
  attend. Reminder to wear family-
  friendly costumes.

Trunks Needed
We are looking for people or businesses to host a trunk for Trunk or Treat. All cars that want to 
participate must be signed up by the deadline if they wish to participate. If you have questions, see 
Savannah or Nicole.
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
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N I C O L E   D O L L E V O E T,  D I R E C TO R
N I C O L E D @ S T PA U L FA L L S . C O M

YOUTH MINISTRY

Fall Programming

Fall is here, and things are in full swing. It is great to have the hallways filled with students again 
on Wednesday nights. Confirmation has been in session for one month already, and students are 
just finishing up their first units and test #1 is on the horizon.

Youth Group on Sunday nights is also off to a great 
start! We are exploring a new Bible study called The 
Greatest. We have enjoyed the wonderful weather on 
Sunday nights and have spent time doing outdoor 
volleyball, kickball, and gaga ball. The month of 
October we begin a whole month of service as we start 
with college care packages and end with decorating 
our cars for Trunk or Treat! It should be an exciting 
October!

Plans for our youth summer mission trip to Charleston, 
SC are in full swing. Deadline to get signed up is the 
end of this month! All students 6th grade and older are 
able to attend. 

Check out our website for more information: 
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LCMS HISPANIC MINISTRY

Greetings from The Hispanic Outreach ministry! The Lord continues His work through the 
Hispanic Ministry in Sheboygan County. Thanks to God for His continue work in our midst!

Evangelizing at the Latin Barber Shop – Friday, September 19th

Last Friday, September 19th, I visited the Latin Barber Shop in Sheboygan. As part of my 
ministry, I like to visit places where Hispanics gather, to meet new people and seek 
opportunities to share the Gospel with them. I spent about three hours there and had the 
chance to talk with several individuals. I always wear my clerical collar so people can identify 
me as a church worker.

While I was there, one person pulled me aside to a corner because he needed someone to talk 
to. He began sharing the struggles he was facing. I gladly listened, offered him advice, and 
when he asked, I prayed for him. After the prayer, I gave him a hug, and he left. I could see how 
that man, who initially seemed tired and troubled, walked away filled with joy—blessed by God 
right there in that barbershop! I thank God for placing me in the right place to share His words 
of life and encouragement.

Later, I met a 20-year-old young woman. We spent quite some time talking about God. At one 
point, she asked if I was a Catholic priest. I told her I wasn't—that I'm a Lutheran pastor. She 
explained that she had been looking for a Catholic Church to visit but hadn't found one she 
liked yet. I told her, "God put you in my path today so you can find the right place. I want to 
introduce you to a church where the Gospel is preached exactly as it is, and the sacraments 
are administered according to the Lord's intention."

She responded, "What is it like? Tell me more. What is the Lutheran Church?" I explained what 
we believe, teach, and confess in the Lutheran Church. She said, "That sounds interesting."

I invited her to our Sunday service, and she replied, "I'll be there, God willing." And she came! 
Not only that—she brought her mother and younger sister too. After the Divine Service, I asked 
them, "How did you like it?" and all three said they really enjoyed the service and would come 
back. Praise God for bringing them to His house!

Later that day, I sent them a message thanking them for joining us. They replied, "We are really 
happy to have been in God's house today," and also asked, "Can you say a prayer tomorrow? 
It's our mother's birthday." I responded, "Yes, with great pleasure." Early the next morning, I 
prayed for her and sent her a written birthday prayer.

The work with this family will continue. I thank God for placing them in my path so that His 
Kingdom may continue to grow.

Thank you for reading this letter! Thank you for your continuing support for OUR Hispanic 
Ministry! Thank you for partnering with us. Please continue to pray for us! May God richly bless 
you!!! Looking forward to what the Lord has for us!

Serving Christ through His humble servant and yours,

Rev. David Blas
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LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLITES
M AT T H E W  T S C H U D Y,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R

As a young child, like many others, I was afraid of the dark. The inability to see what surrounded 
me, the uncertainty of what might be lurking just out of sight, and the imagination's tendency to 
conjure up monsters around every corner made darkness feel like a truly frightening place.

Now that I am older, the dark no longer frightens me – at least, not in the same way. Yet, recent 
events in our nation and around the world have stirred a deeper, more sobering kind of unease. 
From tragic school shootings to high-profile assassinations and widespread societal unrest, I find 
myself feeling grieved, unsettled, and deeply troubled. It often feels as though we are collectively 
stumbling through darkness, searching for clarity in a world that seems increasingly chaotic.

But it is precisely in times like these that Christians must not retreat into passivity or comfort. John 
1:5 reminds us, "The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." Jesus 
Christ is that light. As His followers, we are called to reflect His light boldly and faithfully, especially 
in times of uncertainty and fear. This calling requires courage – not just in word, but in action. We 
must be fearless in love, unwavering in Biblical truth, and steadfast in obedience to God's Word, 
even when it comes at great personal cost. Jesus lived boldly, and we are called to walk in His 
footsteps with the same conviction and love.

This is why Christian education holds such profound importance. At Sheboygan Lutheran High 
School, we are passionately committed to developing the next generation of Christian leaders – 
young men and women grounded in faith and equipped with a rigorous academic foundation. In a 
world that is in desperate need of truth and hope, there is an urgency to proclaim the Gospel with 
authenticity, boldness, and clarity.

At Sheboygan Lutheran, we prepare our students not only to succeed academically, but to live out 
their faith courageously. We empower them to take their education, their gifts, and their God-given 
purpose into the world, where they can be beacons of the Gospel light in places that so 
desperately need it.

Though the darkness may seem overwhelming at times, we remain resolute in our mission. We 
are committed to piercing through that darkness by sharing the light of Christ in all we do. As we 
press forward, may we be strengthened by the words of 2 Timothy 1:7: "For God gave us a spirit 
not of fear but of power and love and self-control."

Wednesday, October 15th 7:00 PM 
Freewill admission, no tickets necessary!
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J U L I E  J O N E S ,  M I N I S T RY L E A D E R

CELEBRATE RECOVERY

Entrance #4 – 300 Wing
Dinner: 6:00PM

Large Group: 6:30 – 7:30PM
Open Share Group (Gender Specific) 7:30 – 8:30PM

Fellowship:  8:30 – 9:00PM

No Sign-Up necessary!

The only requirement is confidentiality!
Everyone is Welcome!
We are waiting for you!

For additional information contact Julie J. @ 920-207-1397

At Celebrate Recovery we CELEBRATE God’s amazing healing and restoration!

Everyone has issues and struggles in life.

Depression, Anxiety, Anger, Feelings of Unworthiness and Being Less Than, Paranoia, 
Perfectionism, Obsessive Thoughts, Co-Dependency, Loneliness, Control, Fear, Resentment, 
Addiction to Food, Drugs, Sex, Bad Relationships, Unforgiveness, Money Issues, Emotional or 
Sexual Abuse, Pornography, Jealousy, Selfishness, Judgment of Others, Unfaithfulness, etc. 

Only 2 out of 3 people attend CR for NON-addiction issues.

Are you tired of carrying the pain from past hurts?
Are you willing to try a different approach to dealing with the pain in your life?
Are you ready to take that first step in your journey of recovery from life's difficulties?

God has a Plan and Purpose for your life!

You were never meant to walk this life journey alone…

Come join us at Celebrate Recovery!
Your forever family is waiting! 

You are not alone!

Celebrate Recovery follows a Christian 8 Principal / 12 Step process 
to heal from life's hurts, hang-ups, and habits!

Babysitting is available! Contact Julie for more information. 
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B O N N I E  J O N E S ,  M I N I S T RY L E A D E R

LOVE INC
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FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
2025 Feed My Starving Children MobilePack is Here!

After many months of planning and fundraising, the 12th Annual Feed My   
Starving Children MobilePack is here, happening October 9-11, 2025. Feed 
My Starving Children provides life-saving meals to people in more than 70 
countries worldwide, truly turning Hunger into Hope.

This MobilePack at St. Paul is a testament to our mission as a church. As 
Friends of God through Jesus, empowered by the Spirit, we are connecting 

people to Christ by sharing His love in word and action everywhere. God confirms this mission 
in Proverbs 22:9: 'Blessed are those who are generous because they feed the poor.' God bless 
the food we pack and those who so desperately need it.

THANK YOU to all who have supported this life-changing mission—through monetary support, 
volunteerism, or prayer. We couldn't have done it without you.

PILLOWCASE DRESS MISSION PROJECT

Finally, after a hot summer, fall is here! Time to put away summer things and turn our attention to 
autumn activities. It could be time to bring out the sewing machine that was perhaps largely 
unused through the summer. Maybe get back to (or get started on) sewing a few pillowcase 
dresses. This mission project supplies the hundreds of dresses that our Mission Team will take 
with them to Guatemala in about 8-10 months, where they will be distributed to girls who 
desperately need sturdy clothing. 
We also send a supply of shorts for boys – can’t forget the boys! 
Sometimes, having decent clothes enables a child to attend 
school. If we accumulate more clothes than our mission team 
can transport, the extras are shipped to the Christian charity 
“Little Dresses for Africa,” headquartered in Michigan. 

If you have not yet tried sewing a pillowcase dress, it is really 
quite easy! A bin in the Giving Center contains a good supply of 
pillowcases. Take one or more home and give it a try. 
Instructions, hints, and a sample dress are in the bin, along with 
a smaller box containing other supplies (like bias tape). 
Completed dresses should be returned to the same bin. 

We also need people to sew boys’ shorts. They are even easier 
to sew than the dresses, if you can believe it! No fly or zipper – 
just an elastic waist. Instructions for the shorts are also in the 
bin. You can get two small pairs of shorts or one larger pair from 
one pillowcase. 

Pillowcases are always needed – cotton or cotton-blend only, 
please. Especially needed are darker colors, which are more practical than white or lighter-colored 
pillowcases. Also needed are five suitcases for packing the clothes to be transported to Guatemala 
by our Mission Team. Ideally, the suitcases will have wheels and be large but not jumbo size. 
About 26-28 inches measured diagonally is ideal. These suitcases will not be returned. If you have 
questions or concerns, call the church office for information on how to contact Judy Konik.   
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CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS

THANK YOUS & OTHER NEWS

Sheboygan County Night to Shine February 13, 2026:

We are so excited to be an official host church for this year’s Night to 
Shine, sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation. Night to Shine is an 
unforgettable worldwide celebratiole with special needs! More 
information will be announced soon.  Follow us on Facebook at 
"Sheboygan County Night to Shine"n event, centered on God's love, 
honoring and valuing people with special needs. On one night, 
hundreds of churches of different denominations from all over the 
world will come together to celebrate peop

Sheboygan County Food Bank Thank You: Thank you for your donation of 152 pounds of 
peanut butter and jelly from your food drive. With more neighbors turning to us during these 
uncertain economic times, your generosity is especially appreciated and helps provide families 
with both nutritious food and peace of mind. 

Scrip Cards: Scrip is gearing up for the holiday season! We've added several new scrip cards to 
our inventory: Crumble Cookie, Cousins Subs, Kwik Trip, Walmart, and Target—all available in $10 
increments. If these prove popular, we'll keep them stocked regularly. Church members who enjoy 
streaming services will be interested to know that we can special-order gift cards for many 
streaming platforms. If you're interested in purchasing scrip or have any questions, please email 
maryjkempf@gmail.com. We'd also love to hear your suggestions for other gift cards you'd like us 
to keep on hand.

Thrivent Action Team Cards Needed: Those with Thrivent policies are eligible for 2 action teams 
per year. If you still have cards available, please consider supporting one of the following: 
Operation Christmas Child boxes (contact Savannah) 
College Care Packages (contact Nicole)
Christmas Blessings (contact Stefanie) 

St. Paul has partnered with the Salvation Army to provide Christmas gifts to people in need this 
holiday season. There are multiple opportunities for St. Paul members to get involved this year!

Applications Being Accepted for Those in Need at Christmas
The Salvation Army will be accepting applications October 1st-December 1st. If you or a family 
you know is in need, please direct them to the Salvation Army website. The Salvation Army 
screens individuals by requiring documentation to prove financial need. 

Volunteers
We are looking for people with giving hearts who would like to help with our Christmas 
Blessings Ministry. There are over 40 different opportunities to volunteer, including shopping for 
gifts, helping distribute tags, delivering gifts, handing out gifts, etc. Sign-up sheets will be in the 
Gathering Area from October 23rd - November 2nd. If you have any questions, please contact 
Stefanie in the Church Office. Thank you in advance for helping to bless the lives of those less 
fortunate during Christmas!
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Worship Ministry Update: Thomas Walkenhorst updated the Council on the status of various 
music ensembles some of which have added new members. A pianist is still being sought to 
occasionally accompany the choir. He shared some thoughts regarding possible future worship 
enhancements. 

Senior Pastor Update: Pr. Kyle queried the council on a few questions: what brought you to St. 
Paul, why did you stay and what could be done better. 

August Treasurer’s Report: Average weekly giving for the first two months of the fiscal year is 
slightly higher than the average weekly giving for fiscal year 2025. However, if the current average 
weekly giving rate of $24,663 does not increase we would fall about $132,000 short of approved 
budgeted giving by fiscal year end. 

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Senior Citizen Bible Breakfasts: Tuesdays are for BREAKFAST! Senior citizens, you are invited 
to join us in the LHS atrium at 8:30 AM for a Bible study led by Executive Director, Matt Tschudy, a 
delicious hot breakfast, and Christian fellowship. Kindly RSVP to Carmen Dolson at 
dolson@lutheranhigh.com or (920) 452-3323 so we can have the coffee flowing! 

The dates for the Bible study are as follows:
• October 21 
• November 18 
• December 16

Envelope Fundraiser: A huge thank you to everyone who participated in the youth mission trip 
envelope fundraiser. We are very blessed to have a congregation that continues to support youth 
mission trips. Continue to pray as folks get signed up and plans come together for our trip!

GriefShare:
Are you grieving the death of a spouse, child, family member, or 
friend?

GriefShare is a weekly seminar and support group designed to 
help you rebuild your life after loss. Led by people who have 
experienced grief themselves, each session offers care, 
understanding, and practical help for the days ahead.

Tuesdays | 6:00–8:00 PM
Room 112 – St. Paul Lutheran Church

You don’t have to go through grief alone. We’re here to walk with you.

Job Opening - Choir Accompanist: We’re seeking a piano player to accompany our Adult Choir 
(Tuesdays 6:30–8:00 PM, August–May), including services on Sundays and festivals. Part-time 
(~8 hrs/week, paid). For full job descriptions and to apply, visit our Employment page at https://
stpaulfalls.com/resources/employment/ or contact the Church Office.

St. Paul Book Club:
St Paul's Book Club will be meeting again this fall. We meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 
6:00 PM in Room 108-112. Please reach out to Heather Schmitz if you have any questions. We 
hope to see you there!
• September: "The Edge of Belonging" by Amanda Cox
• October: "Band of Sisters" by Cathy Gohlke
• November: "Lulu's Cafe" by T.I. Lowe

THANK YOUS & OTHER NEWS
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2 Months 2 Months Variance

Ended 8-31-25 Ended 8-31-25  from Budget

Actual Budget (Short)/Over

General Offerings 221,966$                     235,741$           (13,775)$        

Other Income 3,833$                         1,311$                2,522$            

Mission Offerings 12,720$                       13,500$              (780)$              

Total Income 238,519$                     250,552$           (12,033)$        

Operating Expenses 268,579$                     258,707$           9,871$            

Mission Support 12,720$                       13,500$              (780)$              

Total Expense 281,299$                     272,208$           9,091$           

Suplus (Deficit) Total (42,780)$                      (21,656)$            (21,125)$        

Monthly Activity

Increase (Decrease)

Capital Improvement Fund 6,551$                         360,216$           

Membership Report
Baptized Members 342 Confirmed Members 1,490 Total Members 1,832

Capital Improvement Fund

Balance at 

Month End

Fiscal Year July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

Financial Report - August 2025

Financial Results- Fiscal Year End Actual, Budget & Variance

FINANCIAL REPORT

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Policy #67 - Memorial Garden Flag: “Half-staff” notifications are mandatory for various 
governmental facilities and optional for others. Without 24/7 staffing to properly comply with such 
notifications, the Memory Garden flag will remain at full staff at all times. The policy was approved 
and is available on our website. 

Columbarium Loan: The Columbarium Committee recommended and Council approved: 

• Paying back $35 k of unused borrowed funds now. Any funds unused when final bills are paid 
should be repaid then. 

• Paying back $30 k of niche receipts to the Ministry Development loan. 

• Having the current team (Pr. Kyle, Jo Miller, Bonnie Holzheimer, and Donna Felch) remain on 
the committee until at least June 30, 2026. 

Elder Team Update: John Rische reported that the Elders recent meeting included hearing the 
Pastor’s report and studying/discussing the 8th commandment in Luther’s Small Catechism. 
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Pastors
Kyle Backhaus, Senior Pastor
Adam Wolfe, Associate Pastor
Tom Gudmundson, Pastor Emeritus
Donald Hasse, Pastor Emeritus

E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  C e n t e r
ECC Phone: 920-467-6733

3 year-old Class
(during school year) 

Tuesday & Thursday:  
9:00 - 11:30 AM or 12:30 - 3:00 PM

4 K  C l a s s
 (During school year) 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday: 
8:30 - 11:30 AM

C h i l d  C a r e
Monday through Friday: 

7:00 AM - 5:30 PM 
Ages 2 ½ - 5 years – call for drop-ins

Lay Leaders
Tom Splittgerber, Congregation President

Jeff Berg, Congregation Vice President 
John Rische, Head Elder

Donna Felch, Treasurer

C O N N E C T I N G  P E O P L E  T O  C H R I S T

F O L L O W  U S  O N 
S O C I A L  M E D I A

Wo r s h i p  S c h e d u l e
Thusday: 6:30 PM

Sunday: 8:00 AM | 9:30 AM | 11:00 AM

T h e  G a t h e r i n g  P l a c e 
&  M e m o r y  M a t t e r s

920-627-6847 
The Gathering Place

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday:  
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Memory Matters

Thursday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

C h i l d r e n  &  Yo u t h
(During the school year) 

Sunday School: 9:30 AM service 
AWANA Wed Night: 6:00 PM 

Confirmation Wed Night: 6:00 PM 
Youth Group Sunday Night: 5:30 PM We e  C a r e  N u r s e r y

During Sunday Service, 9:15-12:00 PM


