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CREATED BY GOD

One of my favorite things 
about being the Director of 
Children's Ministry is seeing 
each child's creativity. I love 
receiving drawings from my 
3-year-olds and trying to 
figure out what they are. Is it a 
dog or a picture of me? 
Maybe it's an astronaut or a 
farmer? Even when I am not 
quite sure what the drawing 
is, it is amazing to see how 
proud each child is of their 
artwork. I love knowing they 
took the time to create 
something special for me.

This summer at Vacation Bible 
School, we will be exploring 
the nature of who God is. On 
our first day, we will dive into 
the story of creation found in 
Genesis 1. We will learn how 
God created this wonderful 
world for us, and then we will 
focus on God's greatest 
creation: people.

God created each one of us in 
His image, and He created 
each of us uniquely. No two 
people are exactly alike, which 
reflects the vast beauty and 
creativity of God.

Psalm 139:13-14 says, "For you 
formed my inward parts; you 
knitted me together in my 
mother's womb. I praise you, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your 
works; my soul knows it very 
well."

God had a plan for us even 
before we were formed in our 
mother's womb. He made each 
and every one of us special and 
unique. God created us exactly 
as He intended us to be. As 
Christians, we know that our 
worth and identity are found in 
Christ. Unfortunately, the world 
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often tells us otherwise. We are constantly bombarded with media and outside voices that try to place 
our identity and worth in other things. Society encourages us to define ourselves apart from God rather 
than embracing who He created us to be. As a church, it is important to teach our children about how 
God is the master Creator and we are His masterpiece.

At Vacation Bible School, we look forward to diving deeper into who God is. Our Creator is powerful, 
all-knowing, and deeply loving. He knows the number of hairs on our heads and created each of us 
with purpose and care. Even when we fall short of what God designed us to be, we can come to Him 
and be wrapped in His gracious arms, receiving His love, mercy, and forgiveness.

When I look at those drawings and remember how proud the children were to give them to me, I am 
reminded of just how much Christ loves us and how precious we are as His creation.

SAVANNAH  HENN
D IRECTOR  OF  CH I LDREN ’ S  M IN I S TRY
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The 2025-2026 school year 
has ended. We had 13 
children from the 4K class 
graduate on May 20. The 
children acted out the book 
Peanut Butter and Jelly, sang 
some of their favorite songs, 
and then received their 
diplomas. We wish them 
God's blessings as they enter 
Kindergarten in the fall.

Child Care will be open throughout the summer. We will be closed Memorial Day, a staff retreat June 
24, the Fourth of July, a teacher workday August 28, and Labor Day. Weather permitting, the children 
will be spending their days out on the playground for centers, art projects, snacks, large motor, and 
free play. They will only come indoors to eat lunch and rest. This altered format gives the children a 
change of pace and lots of time for fresh air and exercise.

Thank you for saving used ink and toner 
cartridges as well as old cell phones. You 
can continue to drop them off in the Giving 
Center during the summer.

There are still openings available in the 4K 
and both Preschool classes next fall. There is 
also availability in Child Care. If you know 
someone who might be interested, please 
give them our contact information—
call 920-467-6733 or email us at 
preschool@stpaulfalls.com.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
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Sunday School
On May 10, we had our last Sunday School of the year. Our Sunday 
School students voted on where they wanted their offerings to go this 
year. It was decided that we would buy sheep for families in poverty. 
Thank you to all the families who gave to this cause. We are already 
planning and looking forward to Sunday School in September when 
we can be back together. Stay tuned in late July for registration for the 
next school year!

Children's Messages
During our summer months, there will be children's messages at our 
9:30 AM services on the first, third, and fifth Sundays. We invite you 
and your families to join us for that service for an age-appropriate 
children's message.

Nursery
Due to the change of the summer worship schedule, the nursery will be 
staffed 9:15-10:45 AM. The nursery is open for ages birth-3 years old. 
We encourage children 4 years old and up to attend service with their 
families in the summer.

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is here next month! The time has been flying by 
and we are so excited for this event. Child registration has been going 
well and is filling up fast. There are still spots 
open and we would love to have your child 
join us.

June 18 - 25, we will be accepting donations 
for VBS. In the Gathering Area, there will be a 
donation board that you can take a tag from. 
These tags will have descriptions of the items 

that are needed for VBS. All donations are due June 25 unless indicated 
otherwise on the tag. Donations can be dropped off in the Giving Center. 
There will also be a flyer by our donation board for our Amazon Wishlist if you 
choose to donate that way. Amazon Wishlist items can be shipped directly to 
St. Paul. If you have any questions, please reach out to Savannah.

St. Paul Serves
It was great to see families serving this past month for St. Paul Serves. 
Thank you for serving Sheboygan County!

Upcoming Children, Youth & Family Events

Park Fellowship Night
June 17 | 6:00–7:30 PM | Shaw Family Playground
Join us for an evening of fellowship and light snacks at
Shaw Family Playground. Bring your neighbors and
friends!

Movies: Minions 
July 7 | Time TBA
We're heading to the movies to see the new Minions
film. RSVP by June 28 if you'd like us to purchase 
tickets for your family. Cost is $5 per person.

S AVA N N A H  H E N N ,  D I R E C TO R
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

Confirmation
We had a beautiful day for Confirmation. God's 
blessings be with our 18 Confirmands as they 
continue to live out their faith in big ways! I am so 
thankful to our dedicated team of Confirmation 
mentors!

St. Paul Serves
St. Paul Serves brought 
all sorts of hands and 
hearts together as we 
served throughout 
Sheboygan County. St. 
Paul youth and families 
showed up in big ways 
to serve our neighbors.

Grad Parties
Grad parties are in full swing. I love attending these and lifting up our 
students in all of their accomplishments and cheering them on as to what the 
future holds. God bless our seniors!

Summer Youth Ministry
Summer is upon us and that usually means a big shift in 
schedules and plans. We have a great summer Youth Ministry 
schedule set up. This is an awesome time to touch base and 
connect during the summer. All youth and young adults are 
welcome to check out our night at Rochester Park on June 28. 
We have a family movie event right around the corner, July 7. 
Please check out our website for a few other events we have, 
and always watch social media for pop-up ice cream gatherings 
all summer long!

Youth Mission Team
Charleston, SC, here we come! The Youth Mission Team has been trained and educated, and we are 
ready to serve! Please keep our group in your prayers as we travel and serve June 12-20. We value the 
support and love that we are shown by our home church. The theme this year for the trip is Illuminate. 
How can we shine the love of Jesus in the work we do here and afar? We can't wait to explore this 
theme with our team!



ST.  PAU L  LUTH ERAN CHUR CH

7

T H O M A S  WA L K E N H O R S T,  D I R E C TO R
T H O M A S W @ S T PA U L FA L L S . C O M

WORSHIP MINISTRY UPDATES

I am continually looking to reinforce and build up our Teams that serve in Worship Ministry. Many of 
you serve, and some in multiple areas—I am grateful for you and thank you for serving our church 
and our Lord! I call upon those who have reserved talents that may have not served at St. Paul to pray 
over whether you can serve in Worship Ministry.

Below are the groups within Worship Ministry and how our church members could support each 
group:

Adult Choir 

• Lower voices: Tenors and Basses, men who 
love to sing

Bell Choir

• Additional ringers to grow our roster: 
musicians who can read music and ring bells

Praise Teams

• Additional musicians who sing and/or play: 
piano, guitar, drums, synthesizer

Youth Praise Team (middle through high 
school)

• Additional musicians who sing and/or play: 
piano, guitar, drums, synthesizer

Special Music

• Instrumental musicians for Traditional Worship 
and Christmas/Holy Week

Audio-Visual (soundboard, slides, livestream 
cameras)

• New members to serve on any team

Ushers

• New members to serve on any team

Altar Guild

• New members to serve on any team

While Adult and Bell Choirs have the biggest commitment from September through May, most of the 
other teams are once a month or just a few times a month.

You are welcome to meet with me and discuss how you can use the special talents God gave you in 
Worship Ministry. We can work with you to guide and train you in the group you are considering 
joining. We have many members, and our congregation would benefit from having you serve in one or 
more of these areas.

YOUR gifts, presence, and God-given talents could strengthen our teams and help "Connecting People 
to Christ" as they come to St. Paul for worship. Thank you for your support! 
Contact Thomas at thomasw@stpaulfalls.com to learn more.
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FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

Feed My Starving Children MobilePack & Pancake 
Breakfast

We're excited to host our 13th Feed My Starving 
Children (FMSC) MobilePack on October 8-10. 
FMSC is a nonprofit dedicated to ending childhood 
hunger by providing nutritious meals to children around 
the world. During the MobilePack, our community will 
come together to hand-pack thousands of meals that will 
be shipped to children in need—making 
a real, global impact from right here at home.

To help fund the ingredients for these meals, join us at 
Ducktona for our annual Pancake Breakfast fundraiser!

Sunday, July 5 at River Park
Breakfast served 7:00-11:00 AM

Come enjoy breakfast, invite friends, and support this 
meaningful mission.
We also need volunteers for the breakfast! 
Shifts are:
● 6:30-9:30 AM
● 9:15 AM-12:30 PM

Sign up using the QR code or visit: 
https://signup.com/go/FggbGYX
Stay tuned—opportunities to sign up to 
help pack at the MobilePack will be 
shared soon, along with more ways to support. Thank you!
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH ENDOWMENT 
GRANT AWARDS

St. Paul Lutheran Church Endowment Fund 
Awards $43,000 in Grants

The St. Paul Endowment Committee is pleased to announce this year's 
grant awards, with $43,000 distributed to seven projects aligning with St. 
Paul Church's mission of "Connecting People to Christ." Each represents a 
unique outreach program extending God's Grace to others and opening 
the door to conversations about God's Word and Love. Collectively, the 
projects touch the lives of those in Sheboygan County and worldwide!

2026 Grant Award Recipients

• Anchor of Hope Pregnancy Health Clinics (Sheboygan and Plymouth) – Parent education 
program, H.O.P.E. (Helping Other Parents Through Education), supporting moms and families 
following the decision to carry to term and raise their child.

• Feed My Starving Children – St. Paul MobilePack Event 2026, scheduled to assemble 148,000 
food packets for distribution to malnourished children around the globe.

• Guatemala Mission Team – Activity materials and gifts for the children living at Casa Aleluya 
Children's Home—part of the team's many planned projects during the August 2026 mission trip.

• LCMS Sheboygan County Hispanic Ministry – Outreach programs delivering God's Word to 
the area's Hispanic population.

• Love INC of Sheboygan County – Technology upgrade project, replacing obsolete computer, 
phone, and building security equipment, essential to the organization helping our neighbors in 
need.

• Rebuilding Together Sheboygan County – Building materials for necessary home repair/
modifications needed by those experiencing economic challenges.

• Stepping Stones of Sheboygan County – Addition of a second sober living facility in 
Sheboygan, targeted at helping residents obtain gainful employment and apply recovery 
knowledge and techniques in the real world.

Since 2012, the St. Paul General Endowment Fund has provided over $350,000 in funding to 
numerous Christ-centered programs. Professionally managed, the Endowment Fund is a perpetual 
fund from which only the investment earnings are distributed for needs separate from the church's 
day-to-day operating budget. For more information about the fund, including ways to contribute, 
contact the Church Office or visit stpaulfalls.com/give/endowment-fund/.
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OTHER NEWS & THANK YOUS

Job Opportunity - Organist: We are looking for an organist on Sundays from 8-10 am. This position also 
serves as our Choir Piano Accompanist and Bell Choir Director, with commitments on Sunday mornings and 
Tuesday evenings during the school year. The position could be split up, depending on skillset. Please visit 
our website for more a job description and application. Please contact Thomas Walkenhorst at 
thomasw@stpaulfalls.com or 920-467-6449 with questions.

Lutheran Education Scholarship Program: Applications for St. Paul Lutheran Church Lutheran Education 
Scholarship Program are due in July. These are for members of St. Paul Lutheran Church Grades 3K through 
College. College applications are due July 15. Preschool through High School applications are due July 31. 
You will find these application forms on the Information Wall in the Welcome Center or find the form online 
at https://bit.ly/4tqoeFm.

Nursery Help Needed: Do you enjoy working with children 4 years and younger? Our nursery is in need 
of two new workers to help on Sunday mornings from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM on a rotating basis starting in 
August. This is a paid position. Applicants need to be 14 or older to apply. Applications can be found on our 
website or in the Church Office.

Rebuilding Together Thank You: A heartfelt thank you to all of our generous donors who supported the 
Rebuilding Together silent auction! Your generosity raised funds to purchase materials for home repairs for 
disadvantaged families right here in our community. These projects would not be possible without your 
support. 

Chemo Care Package Thank You: Our Confirmation students recently received this heartfelt message from 
someone who received one of the Chemo Care Packages they assembled: "I just wanted to thank you and all 
of the kids from the Confirmation class that put together the chemo bags. While receiving treatment at St. 
Nicholas Hospital, I was a recipient of one of those bags and I very much appreciate everything that was put 
into the bag, but even more so the kindness and compassion that went into putting those bags together. I saw 
a lot of patients receive a bag from the nurses and everyone was all smiles, so even on a 
dark day when people were going through their treatment, you and the kids put a smile on their faces." 
Thank you to our Confirmation students for sharing Christ's love through this meaningful ministry.

Thank you to Mary Ann Fibiger for over 18 years of dedicated service to our congregation through Music 
Ministry! Mary Ann blessed us with her talents as Organist, Adult Choir accompanist, and Bell Choir director. 
We are deeply grateful for her faithful service.

Thank you to everyone who donated gifts for Mary's Room. Our shower was a wonderful success! We 
received an abundance of clothing, shoes, monetary donations, and so much more. Your generosity is 
deeply appreciated. - Fay Risse, Ladies Auxiliary 
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ST. PAUL SERVES 2026 RECAP

St. Paul Serves 2026 is a wrap—and what a campaign it was! This year's numbers tell an incredible 
story:

219 volunteers | 18 projects | 15 sites | 640 hours served
But these numbers represent so much more than statistics. They represent willing hearts, rolled-up 
sleeves, and a congregation that showed up to love their community in real, tangible ways. From the 
walls that came down to the trust that was built and the neighbors that were served, this is the love of 
Jesus in action.
"Serve one another humbly in love." — Galatians 5:13
We are so incredibly grateful for every single person who 
gave their time and energy this year. Thank you for living out 
our calling of "Connecting People to Christ" through service 
to our neighbors. Please see our website for more pictures. 

Save the Date: St. Paul Serves returns May 1-15, 2027!
And one more thing…SAVE YOUR T-SHIRT! You'll want 
it for next year!

Words of Gratitude from St. Paul Serves What an incredible month of service! We are so proud of 
and grateful for every volunteer who gave their time, talents, and servant hearts during St. Paul Serves 
2026. Whether you painted, cleaned, organized, visited, or simply showed up—you made a 
difference. These thank you notes are just a glimpse of the lasting impact your service had on our 
community. Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus!

▪ Private Home: “Your group did an outstanding job. I’m very thankful. It looks wonderful!” 

▪ Anchor of Hope: “Thank you so much for the work of the ladies serving in the recent deep clean of 
Anchor of Hope. When I came in on Monday morning, the building looked so good and smelled 
clean! Thank you for doing an outstanding job!”

▪ Pine Haven: “St. Paul Serves joined us and rolled up their sleeves to help with some painting 
projects at our Giddings campus! They also spent time playing bingo with our residents! We’re so 
thankful for the time, and kindness they shared with our community.”

▪ Reins: “A huge thank you to the amazing volunteer team from St. Paul Lutheran Church. Thanks to 
their hard work and dedication, we were able to clean our barn and offices, muck out stalls, 
organize and clean our tack and grooming boxes, and accomplish so much more! We are truly 
grateful for your generosity and energy. Thank you for making a difference.” 

▪ Sheboygan Area Lutheran High School: “Thank you to 
everyone who helped with our annual Spring Clean-Up Day 
this morning, including a big group of friends from St. 
Paul Lutheran Church. Our campus is looking especially 
spectacular!”

▪ YMCA Camp Y-Koda: “Thank you to the wonderful 
volunteer group from St. Paul Lutheran Church. With their 
help, we were able to repaint the parking lot lines and 
lodge bathrooms, repair the Chapel stage, spread mulch 
around our lodge, prep Summer Camp first aid kits, and 
so much more!”
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MAY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

The Gathering Place Ministry Update: Leah Zehel submitted a report. Our need for volunteers 
continues. We have participants wanting to join, but we need more volunteers before we can add them 
to ensure our quality remains high. Volunteer ads have been posted through local churches and the 
United Way. Memory Matters has grown a little recently. We will be participating in several health fairs. 
The Brat Fry and Car Show will be in August, with hopes of selling TGP apparel. There has been lots of 
good PR lately through the Chamber, as well as a TV interview with the Kohler Art Center, and Leah will 
be the main presenter for the Sheboygan Christian Women's Group.

Senior Pastor Update: Pr. Kyle reported that St. Paul Serves grew this year with 45 additional 
volunteers and 640 hours served. 18 students were Confirmed this month. The year is wrapping up for 
various ministries. Ask a Pastor Bible Study was very popular. We have transitioned to the Summer 
Worship schedule. The preaching schedule is planned through Fall 2027. There have been some 
changes in Shut-In Communion. VBS is now the focus. We have organist coverage for the majority of 
the summer. The position is posted and Thomas Walkenhorst is working on finding a replacement. 
Inactive members will be reached out to in the near future.

Table of Grace: Pr. Kyle shared his vision of a new ministry, Table of Grace. This will involve church 
members preparing frozen meals, which then can be taken by church members to give to individuals 
for various reasons, including illness, new baby, job loss, housewarming, etc. Staff member Danette 
Hoftiezer has agreed to lead the ministry. Initial funding will come from grants, and future funding will 
likely be placed into the operating budget or through designated donations.

2026-2027 Budget: Stefanie Trakel reviewed the budget as prepared by the staff. Year-end estimates 
show the church close to breaking even—a true blessing! Preliminary numbers have an 11.4% increase 
for 2026-2027. Key increases are additional support to the ECC due to the loss of State funding, 
moving the Media & PR Coordinator to a full-time position, adding Youth Mission Trip support back to 
the budget after depleting the dedicated fund over the past two years, and then the usual wage and 
benefit increases. A 5-year capital improvement plan was also shared.

Security Walk-Through: Stefanie did a walk-through with the Sheriff's Department. A 3-year 
implementation plan will be put together. Four key recommendations were given as follows:

1. During worship, lock doors 15 minutes after service begins
2. Install bollards at the main entrance, Entrance 3, and the courtyard
3. Install a camera system, with the primary focus on entrances. The system should be monitored by 

someone during services.
4. Alter the exterior doors to prevent someone from breaking the glass and entering

Policy #41 – Undesignated Gifts: The Church Council approved a revision to this policy which 
allows the Church Council to make the best decision of where undesignated funds should be directed 
at the time of the donation, based on the needs of the church. In doing so, a minimum of 10% will be 
directed to the Endowment Fund to save for the future. This applies to donations over $10,000. 
Anything under will be directed to the general operating budget.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We give thanks to God for His continued blessings through Hispanic Outreach and for the many 
opportunities to share the love of Christ within our community. Through worship, fellowship, service, 
and outreach, we continue to see God at work among us, strengthening faith and bringing people 
together in Christian love.

We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who supported our successful 
fundraiser held on April 25. Through the food and quilt sale, a total of $3,589 was raised to support 
the ministry. We are truly grateful to all who donated their time, prepared food, organized, served, 
attended, and shared in fellowship during the event. Your generosity, prayers, and support helped 
make this fundraiser a wonderful success.

A special thank you also goes to the churches and congregations that helped advertise and promote 
the fundraiser. Your partnership and willingness to spread the word were greatly appreciated and 
contributed greatly to the success of the event.

We are also joyful to share that we had two Confirmands this year. One student affirmed the faith 
received in Holy Baptism through the Rite of Confirmation on Sunday, May 17, and another on 
Sunday, May 24. Please keep these students in your prayers as they continue to grow in God's Word 
and in their Christian faith.

In addition, we are now collecting school supplies and backpacks for Operation Backpack, which will 
take place on Saturday, August 8, at Good Shepherd. Donations of school supplies and backpacks 
may be brought to Good Shepherd. Monetary donations may also be given by check payable to 
Hispanic Ministry with the memo: "Operation Backpack." Thank you for being the hands and feet of 
Jesus by helping care for children and families in our community as they prepare for the upcoming 
school year. Your generosity is a wonderful witness of Christ's love in action.

We invite you to continue supporting this wonderful ministry as we share the hope and love of Christ 
within our community. To those who already give through prayers, service, encouragement, and 
financial support, we thank God for your faithful partnership and ask that you continue walking 
alongside us in this work. To those who have not yet had the opportunity to participate, we warmly 
invite you to join us as together we plant the seeds of the Gospel and share the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Through God's Word and the work of His people, lives are being touched, faith is being 
strengthened, and hearts are being drawn to our Savior.

Financial donations may be made through St. Paul Lutheran Church in Sheboygan Falls. Please make 
checks payable to "Hispanic Outreach." You may also give directly through our website at 
hispanicmission.org. May God continue to bless this ministry and all who support it.

In Christ's service,
Pastor David Blas

LCMS HISPANIC MINISTRY
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LOVE INC
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Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
Friday: Closed
Website: www.stpaulfalls.com
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Pastors
Kyle Backhaus, Senior Pastor
Adam Wolfe, Associate Pastor
Tom Gudmundson, Pastor Emeritus
Donald Hasse, Pastor Emeritus

E a r l y  Ch i l d hoo d  Cen t e r
ECC Phone: 920-467-6733

3 year-old Class
(during school year) 
Tuesday & Thursday:  

9:00 - 11:30 AM or 12:30 - 3:00 PM

4K  C l a s s
 (during school year) 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday: 
8:30 - 11:30 AM

Ch i l d  C a re
Monday through Friday: 

7:00 AM - 5:30 PM 
Ages 2 ½ - 5 years – call for drop-ins

Lay Leaders
Tom Splittgerber, Congregation President

Jeff Berg, Congregation Vice President 
John Rische, Head Elder
Donna Felch, Treasurer

C O N N E C T I N G  P E O P L E  T O  C H R I S T

FOL LOW US  ON 
SOC IA L  MED IA

Summe r  Wo r s h i p  S c he du l e 
(May  1 7  -  S ep t e m be r  6 )

Thursday: 6:30 PM | Sunday: 8:00 AM & 9:30 AM

The  Ga t h e r i ng  P l a c e  &  Me m o r y  M a t t e r s
920-627-6847 

The Gathering Place
Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday:  

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Memory Matters

Thursday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Ch i l d re n  &  You t h
(during the school year) 

Sunday School: 9:30 AM service 
AWANA Wednesday Night: 6:00 PM 

Confirmation Wednesday Night: 6:00 PM 
Youth Group Sunday Night: 5:30 PM 

We e  C a re  Nu r s e r y
Summer Hours | Sunday Services, 9:15 - 10:45 AM


