St. Paul Lutheran Church
CONGREGATION MEETING MINUTES • April 21, 2026


Call to Order:  President Tom Splittgerber called the meeting to order at 6:48 p.m.

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Kyle Backhaus

Secretary’s Report - Minutes of June 17, 2025 Congregation Meeting: A motion was made by Bob Mehre and seconded by Jim Sloma to approve the Secretary’s Report from the June 17, 2025 Congregation Meeting. Motion carried unanimously.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk132798926][bookmark: _Hlk227754354]March 2026 Treasurer’s Report: Donna Felch presented the financial reports. Nine months into the year current giving has a shortfall of about $38,000 in comparison to budget. However with expenses under budget, there is a modest surplus of about $402. Giving to the general fund has dramatically increased in response to the need, which we are very thankful for. In addition to operations, the church has been blessed with two undesignated special gifts totaling about $474,000. Such gifts are rare, occurring infrequently. Our current policy is that those gifts go to our operating budget. At the end of this fiscal year, the Council will look at the biggest needs and allocate these funds. Members are welcome to suggest thoughts on how to utilize. Updated information about dedicated accounts, endowment fund and memorial gifts were also presented. The Endowment Fund’s milestone of more that $1 million in donations and earnings were noted.

A motion was made by Faye Risse and seconded by Margaret Hand to approve the March 2026 Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried unanimously.

Nominating Team: Thank you to those that served on the nominating team this year: Chad Berke, Mark Buffington, Nicole Dollevoet & Andrea Weckwerth.

Election results with terms beginning July 1, 2026 were as follows:
Vice President: Jeff Berg
Member-at-Large: Sara Chapman & Cassy Veldhorst
Endowment Team: Mark Risberg & Rita Sadro

Congregation Concerns: None

Adjournment: A motion was made by Deb Hand and seconded by Michelle Bohm to adjourn the Congregation Meeting at 7:18 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.  

Closing Prayer: Pastor Adam Wolfe

Attendance: 52
