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1 History
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	Updated By
	Purpose for creation/Update

	1.0
	5/21/2025
	Elder Team
	To establish guidelines for Funeral Services

	
	
	
	



2 Scope

This policy is part of St. Paul Lutheran Church’s organizational policies. This policy applies to members and nonmembers of the church. 
3 Policy

When a Pastor is contacted regarding a funeral service, they will determine membership status.

If the deceased is a church member, signed up for or actively attending AIM (Adult instruction to membership) class, the funeral service can be held at St. Paul or another location. A St. Paul Pastor will officiate.
 
If the deceased is a former member of St. Paul and has maintained good standing in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, the funeral service may take place at St. Paul Lutheran Church with Pastor and Elder discretion.  

If the deceased is not a member, a St Paul Pastor may conduct a funeral service at his discretion, but the service cannot be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

If the deceased is not a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church but has maintained good standing in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and has a niche in our columbarium, the funeral service may take place at St. Paul Lutheran Church with Pastor and Elder discretion.  

4 Procedure

The pastor will determine membership status for both members, and former members. 

The pastor will contact the nonmember and former members current church and determine if the deceased was a member in good standing. The pastor will then consult with the elders to determine eligibility of having funeral services conducted at St. Paul. 

If the family of a deceased nonmember contacts a St. Paul pastor to conduct funeral services, the pastor will meet with the family to determine if a Christian funeral service is appropriate. If so, the pastor will work with the funeral home and family to set arrangements. 

For funerals that meet the guidelines, their current pastor can participate in the service with pastoral discretion. (LCMS pastors only).

 For funerals that meet the guidelines, the family will contact the church office to determine church availability for planning funeral services. 
5 Forms

None
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