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Welcome to BreakThru Confirmation at Epiphany Lutheran Church!

You are about to embark on an important part of your personal faith journey—a
journey of growing in your relationship with Jesus Christ, learning what it means to
live as God's people, and discovering your place within the church.

You may already have a head start if you have been coming to church for a
number of years. You may know many Bible stories, have participated in Rise &
Shine Sunday School, or already feel comfortable in the church. You may also be
new to Epiphany, new to church, or wondering why your parents signed you up for
confirmation.

Wherever you are in your faith life, it is OK!

Confirmation is not about having all the answers. It is a place to ask questions,
wrestle with difficult ideas, learn from Scripture, build relationships, and discover
more about who God has created you to be.

There will be learning and hard work, but there will also be food, fun, laughter,
friendships, retreats, meaningful conversations, and opportunities to serve and
lead.

Most importantly, Confirmation is not simply something you complete. It is a time
to strengthen your faith life and prepare for a life of discipleship.

God promises to be with you throughout this journey. Our prayer is that through
BreakThru you will grow in faith, discover a community where you belong, and
become more confident in living out your faith every day.

Welcome to BreakThrul!

T
Erin Haligowski

Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries
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WHAT IS CONFIRMATION?

ACCORDING TO THE ELCA...

‘Confirmation ministry is a pastoral and educational ministry of the church that helps
the baptized through Word and Sacrament to identify more deeply with the Christian
community and participate more fully in its mission.”

Outside of church walls, “confirmation” is a run-of-the-mill word typically associated
with the idea of verification. Inside church walls, however, the word is used quite
differently.

At Epiphany, we use “Confirmation” to describe the years of learning, relationship-
building, faith formation, and participation that prepare students for the Rite of
Affirmation of Baptism and the life of discipleship that follows.

The Latin word confirmare, the earliest ancestor of "“confirmation,” literally means "to
strengthen.” Paired with the word “faith,” this gives us an appropriate understanding of
Confirmation: it is a time to strengthen faith.

Confirmation is also used to describe a special worship service that concludes this time
of faith-strengthening. Liturgically speaking, this service is called the Rite of Affirmation
of Baptism. It is a rite of passage that reminds both individuals and the congregation of
the covenant made at baptism—God's promise to us and our call to live out those
promises.

Martin Luther reminds us, however, that the Christian life is one of daily dying and rising
with Christ in the waters of baptism. In this sense, confirmation is something that never
stops happening.

It is celebrated in the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism, when we publicly say “Yes!” to the
promises made at our baptism. And it continues every day as we live out our baptismal
calling. Confirmation is not an end. It is a beginning.

During the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism, candidates are asked to profess faith in Christ
Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. They are also asked:
‘Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: To live
among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?”

This question from the heart of the Affirmation of Baptism liturgy paints a vivid picture of
a life of faith. It also serves as the foundation of the Confirmation program at
Epiphany.



A JOURNEY OF FAITH

Confirmation at Epiphany is a three-and-a-half-year journey beginning in 6™ grade and
culminating with the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism in 9" Grade.

During these years, students will have opportunities to:
e Grow in their knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith
e Explore Scripture and Lutheran theology
e Ask honest questions about faith and life
e Build meaningful relationships with peers and caring adults
e Participate in worship
e Discover and use their gifts
e Become connected to the broader congregation
e Serve and lead
e Experience Christian community through fellowship and retreats
e Prepare for a life of discipleship beyond Confirmation

Our goal is not simply to teach students about Christianity. Our goal is to help students
live as Christians: to grow in faith, build thriving community, and transform lives
through Christ’s love.

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

Students entering the Confirmation program should:
e Be baptized in a Christian church
e Have taken, or be scheduled to take, First Communion Instruction
e Be entering at least 6" Grade

Eligibility will be determined in consultation with the pastors and Director of Children,
Youth & Family Ministries when needed.

Confirmation begins in 6™ Grade and culminates with the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism
during the student’s 9™ grade year.

@Baptized Christian @First Communion @At least 6th Grade



Epiphany Lutheran Church seeks to provide a Confirmation ministry that is relevant to
the community in which we serve while building upon our rich Lutheran heritage.

We aim to affirm the faith of our students and lead them toward a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ.

We view Confirmation ministry as a joint venture between the youth ministry, parents
and families, caring adult leaders, and the entire congregation. Because Confirmation
flows from Baptism and is the responsibility of the whole church, we seek to provide
students with relationships and experiences that connect them with the broader
Epiphany community.

We believe that discipleship goes hand in hand with authentic Christian fellowship and
Biblical truth. One is just as important as the other. In fact, one cannot exist without the
other.

Our desire is to partner with families and the congregation in nurturing lifelong faith by:

GROWING IN FAITH

Presenting the core of the Christian faith through Scripture, Lutheran theology, and
exploration of current issues in the lives of young people.

BUILDING THRIVING COMMUNITY

Creating opportunities for students to develop meaningful relationships with peers and
caring adults and to recognize that they are part of a larger faith community.

TRANSFORMING LIVES

Encouraging students to put faith into practice through worship, service, leadership,
learning, and participation in the life of the congregation and community.

PREPARING FOR DISCIPLESHIP

Preparing students for the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism and, more importantly, for a
lifelong journey of following Jesus.



Confirmation at Epiphany Lutheran Church begins at the start of 6th
grade and culminates with the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism on
Reformation Sunday of the student's 9th grade year.

FIRST, SECOND & THIRD YEAR (6TH, 7TH & 8TH GRADE)

The first three years of Confirmation follow a three-year curriculum cycle. Students will
explore Scripture, Christian theology, Lutheran identity, spiritual practices, discipleship,
and the ways faith connects with their everyday lives.

YEAR A YEAR B YEAR C
CATECHISM COMMUNITY BIBLE

e Commandments ¢ Peer Ministry Leadership ¢ Old Testament
e Luther ¢ World Religions e New Testament

e Church Year

e Lutheran Theology
e Lord's Prayer

e Sacraments

e Apostles’ Creed

Doubts & Questions ¢ Bible Study Methods
Faith Webbing

Because Confirmation is more than classroom learning, students will also participate
throughout these years in worship, small groups, fellowship, retreats, congregational
experiences, and opportunities to serve and lead.

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION (9TH GRADE)

During the summer and early fall of 9th grade, students will complete final preparations
for the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism.

This time includes:
¢ A Discipleship Project
e Final Learning Events
e Confirmation preparation
e The Faith Celebration
e The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism
e Opportunities to connect with High School Ministry

Students will also be encouraged to begin thinking about how their faith journey will
continue beyond Confirmation.



Small groups are one of the most important parts of the Confirmation experience.

Small groups provide a place where students can connect with one another, build
meaningful relationships with caring adults, ask honest questions, and explore what faith
means in their everyday lives.

Students will participate in grade-level small groups led by adult Small Group Guides.
Each Learning Event will include both large-group teaching and grade-level small group
time.

GRADES 6-8 TOGETHER

Students in grades 6-8 will participate in the primary teaching portion of the lesson
together. This creates opportunities for students to learn from and with one another
across grade levels.

GRADE-LEVEL SMALL GROUPS
Following the teaching time, students will meet with their grade-level small groups. Small
groups will provide time to:

e Unpack the lesson

e Ask questions

e Discuss Scripture

e Connect faith to everyday life

e Share experiences and perspectives
e Pray together

e Build relationships

Small groups are not designed to be traditional classroom instruction, nor are they
simply a time to socialize. They are a place for students to form relationships with one
another and with God so that they can grow in faith.

OUR GREATEST DESIRE IS THAT EVERY
STUDENT HAS A GROUP WHERE THEY CAN...

@Know and be known.
@Ask questions without fear.
@Wrestle with difficult ideas.
MShare their experiences.

MDiscover that faith is something we live together.

6



LEARNING EVENTS

SUNDAYS < 12:00-1:30 PM « AUSTIN CAMPUS
BreakThru Learning Events take place on Sundays from 12:00-1:30 p.m. at the Austin

Campus. Lunch will be provided each week.

Weekly gatherings will include teaching, discussion, activities, small groups, fellowship,
and opportunities to grow in faith together.

Programming will be available on a weekly basis throughout the program year. Some
weeks will be designated as Required Learning Events and will be identified on the
program calendar well in advance so that families can plan accordingly.

We encourage students to participate as often as possible, even when a particular
Sunday is not designated as required. Consistent participation helps students build
relationships with their peers and adult leaders and creates a stronger rhythm of learning
and faith formation.

A TYPICAL BREAKTHRU SUNDAY  j=¢p @B‘b'e

While the format may vary from week to week, —_= @The Lutheran Handbook
our typical Learning Event rhythm will include: —
<¢ @Confirmation Binder
12:00 PM - LUNCH & GATHERING Im p o
en and Highlighter
Students gather for lunch and time together ;

ATTENDANCE
Students are expected to prioritize and attend
all Required Learning Events.

12:20 PM - TEACHING TIME
Students in grades 6-8 participate in teaching

together with a pastor or other leader

We understand that families have many
1:05 PM - SMALL GROUPS commitments and that conflicts will

Students separate into grade-level small occasionally arise. If a student must miss a
groups to discuss the lesson, ask questions,
connect the topic to their lives, and pray
together.

Learning Event, families should communicate
with the Confirmation team as soon as possible.

When appropriate, the confirmation team may
1:30 PM - CLOSING PRAYER & DISMISSAL provide an alternative way for a student to
engage with missed material.
*Because some weeks will have special
programming, retreats, service opportunities, or
other formats, the exact schedule may vary.

The goal of attendance is not simply to fulfill a
requirement. Regular participation is important
because Confirmation is as much about
relationships as it is about content.



WORSHIP +2

WORSHIP: GATHER. SERVE. PARTICIPATE.

Worship is at the heart of our life together as God's people.

We want confirmation students not only to attend worship, but to see
themselves as active participants in the worshiping community.

/i/\

As part of Epiphany’s Worship +2 initiative, each Confirmation student
will be asked to commit to serving on one worship team on a regular
basis with a target of serving at least once every two months.

There are many ways students can participate, including:

e Slides: Advance PowerPoint slides during worship for songs, scripture, etc.

e Usher: Hand out bulletins before service, pass the offering plate, release people for
communion, count the offering after service

e Communion Assistant: Take communion with assisting minster and help others in
the chancel area. Stand next to pastor or assisting minister and hold wine/grape juice
and say "Blood of Christ, shed for you."

o Acolyte (Austin Campus): At the beginning of the service, light candles on the Altar.
During the first verse of the last song, extinguish candles on the altar.

¢ Soundboard: Run the soundboard during the service and help control audio levels.

e Livestream Team: Help run cameras or livestream software during the worship
service (10:30 services only)

e Praise Band: Play a musical instrument or sing with the praise band.

Students do not need to choose the same team for all three years. We encourage
students to explore different gifts, interests, and ways of serving.

When you decide where you would like to serve, fill out the BreakThru Worship Teams
Signup Form and we will connect you to the appropriate ministry coordinator.

SCAN TO SIGN UP OR VISIT
EPIPHANYDAYTON.ORG/BREAKTHRU

The goal is not simply to check a box. By participating regularly in worship, students have
the opportunity to discover that they have an important place in the life and worship
of the church.



WORSHIP +2

TWO CONGREGATIONAL EXPERIENCES: STEP OUTSIDE YOUTH MINISTRY

Confirmation is about more than what happens in youth ministry.

Students are part of the entire Epiphany community, and we want them
to experience the many ways people of all ages live out their faith
together.

Each year, students are asked to participate in TWO Epiphany programs, ministries or
events outside of Youth Ministry.

These experiences might include:
» Participating in a congregational service project
o Attending a church council meeting
e Joining a Young at Heart senior ministry gathering
e Serving with Epiphany’s Pantry
e Helping with a Rise & Shine children’s Sunday School class
e Serving at Vacation Bible School
e Participating in a congregational fellowship event
e Joining another ministry, class, or program
e Participating in another approved congregational opportunity

The possibilities are intentionally broad.

After each experience, students will complete a short online reflection. Students will
share what they did, what they experienced, and what they learned.

These reflections will provide an opportunity for students to report back to their small
groups and help us celebrate the many ways people throughout the congregation live
out their faith.

SCAN FOR REFLECTION FORM OR VISIT
EPIPHANYDAYTON.ORG/BREAKTHRU

The goal is not to accumulate hours. The goal is to help students see themselves as
members of the whole congregation and discover places where their gifts, interests, and
presence can make a difference.



NAN ), DISCOVER YOUR CHURCH

At least once during their three years of Confirmation, students will
participate in an Explore Epiphany new member class alongside their
parents.

W

12
H ERAN
Explore Epiphany provides an opportunity to learn more about:

e Who we are as a congregation

e Our Lutheran identity

e Our mission and vision

e Epiphany's ministries

e The people who make up our church community
e Ways to become involved

e Opportunities to serve and lead

Students may attend Explore Epiphany at any point during their 6th—8th grade
Confirmation journey.

Families are encouraged to participate together.

This experience is designed to help students move beyond seeing church as simply a
place where they attend programs.

We want students to recognize Epiphany as their faith community—a place where
they belong, contribute, serve, and grow.

Explore Epiphany classes are held twice per year (Spring and Fall) and will be
announced in Epiphany’s weekly e-newsletter.
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BUILDING THRIVING COMMUNITY

Faith is not meant to be lived alone.

Throughout the Confirmation journey, students will have opportunities to build Christian
community through retreats, fellowship events, special programs, and time spent
together outside the normal Learning Event schedule.

FELLOWSHIP

Students are encouraged to participate in youth fellowship events throughout the year.
These opportunities are built into the Sunday programming rotation and may include:

e Fellowship Outings like lunch out, corn maze, bowling, progressive dinner, etc.

e Service Opportunities like Rake & Run, Adopt a Family Shopping, etc.

e Retreats

e Seasonal celebrations or other opportunities for students to build relationships.

WHILE NOT EVERY FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITY IS REQUIRED, WE STRONGLY ENGOURAGE
STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE WHENEVER POSSIBLE. FUN IS WHERE COMMUNITY IS BUILT!
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A LIFE OF PARTICIPATION

The Confirmation program at Epiphany is designed around a simple idea:

Faith is something we live, not simply something we learn.

Students are therefore encouraged to participate in four important areas of the life of
faith:

LEARN

Grow in understanding of Scripture, Christian theology, Lutheran identity, and what it
means to follow Jesus.

WORSHIP
Worship regularly together with your family.

BELONG

Build relationships with peers and caring adults through small groups, retreats, fellowship,
and the wider congregation.

ENGAGE

Participate in the life of the congregation through two congregational experiences each
year, Explore Epiphany, service, leadership, and other opportunities.

Together, these experiences help students prepare to answer the promises made at their
baptism and affirmed in the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism.



A SUCCESSFUL AND RELEVANT CONFIRMATION MINISTRY MUST BE A
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN STUDENTS, FAMILIES, AND THE CONGREGATION.
EXPECTATIONS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

AS A STUDENT...

We ask that you:
e Remember that you are a baptized member of the body of Christ.
o Take or make plans ot take First Communion instruction.
e Participate actively in BreakThru Learning Events, prioritizing required Learning Events.
o Come prepared to participate, learn, and engage.
e Read Scripture and explore your questions about faith.
e Participate regularly in worship.
e Participate in Worship +2 by serving on a worship team at least once every two months.
e Complete two congregational experiences each year and complete the online reflection
following each congregational experience.
e Participate in at least one Fall Retreat during your confirmation journey.
e Participate in your grade-level small group.
e Communicate with your Small Group Guide when you need help or support.
e Treat other students, adult leaders, and members of the congregation with respect.
e Take responsibility for your own faith journey.
» Be willing to ask questions, listen to others, and grow.

You do not have to know everything. You do not have to have all the answers.

You do need to be willing to show up, participate, ask questions, and take ownership of
your faith journey.



PARENT INVOLVEMENT

CONFIRMATION LEADERS—-PASTORS, CHURCH STAFF, SMALL GROUP GUIDES,
AND OTHER VOLUNTEERS—WILL ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO FULFILL THEIR
COMMITMENTS, BUT THE RESPONSIBILITY TO GROW, WORK, THINK, AND

STRIVE LIES PRIMARILY WITH THE STUDENT AND HIS OR HER FAMILY.

We seek to empower parents as the primary teachers, mentors, and role models of faith for
their children, with the church as reinforcement—not replacement—of the family's role.

Deuteronomy reminds us:

“Hear, O [Parents]: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments
that | give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up.” Deuteronomy 6:4-7

Parents are, by far, the primary means by which children learn about life and God.
The Confirmation program at Epiphany is intended to help families live out the promises
made at Baptism.

AS A PARENT OR GUARDIAN...

We ask that you:

e Pray regularly for your child, their Small Group Guide, Confirmation leaders, and the other
young people involved in the ministry.

e Encourage your child in their faith journey.

e Help your child prioritize Required Learning Events.

e Encourage regular participation in worship.

e Support your child's participation in Worship +2 and help them identify opportunities for
their two annual congregational experiences.

e Share with your kids how you yourselves participate in Worship +2 as a form of modeling.

e Ask your child what they are learning and discuss their thoughts and questions.

e Encourage your child to participate in retreats, fellowship, and other opportunities.

e Attend Confirmation Orientation and other parent gatherings when requested.

e Stay informed about the ministries and activities of Epiphany.

¢ Read church and youth ministry communications, including email, the website, and other
communication platforms.

¢ Communicate with the Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries, Small Group Guide,
pastor, or other church staff when questions or concerns arise.
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FAITH AT HOME

The goal is not to turn home into another classroom. Instead, we encourage families to
create simple rhythms that make space for faith in everyday life.

Families might:
e Share highs and lows from the day.
e Read Scripture together.
e Pray before meals or bedtime.
e Talk about questions raised at confirmation.
e Worship together.
e Serve together.
e Talk about where they see God at work.
¢ Ask one another what they are learning about faith.

Faith is caught as much as it is taught.

Our hope is that Confirmation will strengthen the faith practices already taking place in
your home and provide new opportunities for your family to grow together.

WEEKLY
DEVOTIONS

To promote ongoing faith
development in the home, we
are encouraging families to
use a regular devotion at
home that works for you.

D365.0rg is a great resource
for this, providing daily
devotions that follow a five-
step format — Pause, Listen,
Think, Pray, Go.

D365 also has an app
available to download to have
devotions available on your
phone.

FAITH 5

The FAITH5 (Faith Acts In
The Home) is a simple, easy-
to-implement faith practice,

perfect for incorporating
into your bedtime routine for

five to fifteen minutes a
night. When done over time,
the FAITH5 carries the power

to enrich communication,

deepen understanding, aid
sleep, and promote mental,
physical, and spiritual health.

SHARE highs and lows
READ scripture together
TALK about it
PRAY together
BLESS one another

PARENT
CONNECTIONS

Periodically throughout the
year, parents will be asked to
join us for a Learning Event.
During these events, there
will be opportunities to
connect with other parents
who are in the trenches with
you, to learn information and
participate in discussions
about issues teens and
parents are facing. We hope
that these connection times
will be a resource and haven
for you as parents.



http://www.d365.org/

The summer and early fall of the student's 9th-grade year are a time of final preparation
for the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism. Students will participate in several final
experiences designed to help them look back on their Confirmation journey, reflect on
their faith, and prepare for the next chapter.

These include: The Discipleship Project, Final Confirmation Learning Events, Confirmation
preparation activities, The Faith Celebration and The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism

Students will also be encouraged to connect with High School Ministry during this time.

Each student will complete a Discipleship Project to share his or her faith with the

members of Epiphany through the use of spiritual gifts, talents, and interests.
Students will create a project that shares something about their faith and life as a
disciple of Jesus Christ.

The project may take many forms.

Students might create, perform, teach, build, write, organize, serve, design, or otherwise
use their gifts to share their faith with others.

A completed project will include:
1.The project itself
2.A written description of the project
3.A reflection explaining how the project shares the student's faith

Additional information and examples will be provided to students during their 8th-grade
year.
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RITE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism has long been a very special tradition of the
Lutheran Church. In this service, we honor and celebrate the growth in faith of
our young people with their parents, families, Small Group Guides,
Confirmation leaders, and congregation.

The service is not a graduation from church. It is not the end of a student’s faith journey.
It is a public affirmation of the promises made at Baptism and a reminder that the
Christian life continues beyond Confirmation.

Students will affirm their intention to continue living among God's faithful people, hearing
God's Word, sharing in Holy Communion, proclaiming Christ through word and deed,
serving others, and striving for justice and peace.

CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION

Confirmation will be celebrated on Reformation Sunday (typically the last Sunday in
October) during the student's 9th-grade year.

2026 (starting in 2023): Sunday, October 25
2027 (starting in 2024): Sunday, October 31
2028 (starting in 2025): Sunday, October 29
2029 (starting in 2026): Sunday, October 28
2030 (starting in 2027): Sunday, October 27

Specific details about the Confirmation Celebration, rehearsal, Faith Celebration, and
worship service will be shared with families during the summer and early fall of the
student's 9th-grade year.

17



CONFIRMATION IS A GIFT FROM THE CONGREGATION

Beginning with the 2026-2027 program year, there is no participation fee for the
Confirmation program. The only cost not covered will be a subsidized cost for the annual
Fall Retreat. Epiphany Lutheran Church is committed to making Confirmation accessible
to every student and family.

The congregation provides funding for the program, including curriculum, supplies, meals,
adult leader support, and other program expenses.

Because we are also adding a lunch component to our weekly Sunday Confirmation
programming, families who are able and willing are invited to consider making a voluntary
donation to help support the cost of meals and other Confirmation expenses.

A donation is completely optional and has no bearing on a student's participation in the
program.

We are grateful for the generosity of the congregation and families who make this
ministry possible.

Good communication is an important part of a successful Confirmation ministry.

Families should regularly check the Weekly CYF Email Update on Tuesdays for:
e Confirmation schedules
e Required Learning Event reminders
e Retreat information
e Worship +2 opportunities
e Congregational experience opportunities
e Registration information
e Parent gatherings
e Changes to schedules
e Other important program updates

If a student cannot attend a Required Learning Event or has another circumstance that
may affect participation, families should communicate with the Confirmation team as
soon as possible.
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Confirmation is not about proving that you are a perfect Christian.
It is not about having all the answers.

It is not about completing enough requirements to "graduate.”

It is about growing.

Growing in your understanding of God.

Growing in your relationship with Jesus.

Growing in your ability to ask questions and wrestle with your faith.
Growing in your relationships with other people.

Growing in your understanding of Scripture.

Growing in your confidence to use your gifts.

Growing in your willingness to serve.

And growing into the person God created you to be.

As you move through Confirmation, remember that you are not taking this journey alone.
You have your family.

You have your friends.

You have your Small Group Guide and other caring adults.

You have the pastors and staff of Epiphany.

You have a congregation that loves you and wants to see you grow.
And most importantly, you have God.

God has been with you since your Baptism.

God will be with you throughout Confirmation.

And God will continue to walk with you long after your Confirmation celebration is over.
Confirmation is not an end.

It is a beginning.



EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

www.epiphanydayton.org

AUSTIN CAMPUS FAR HILLS CAMPUS
10551 Sheehan Road 6430 Far Hills Avenue
Dayton, OH 45458 Centerville, OH 45459

Office: 937-433-1449

Erin Haligowski ehaligowski@epiphanydayton.org
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries 937-266-7052 (cell)
Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer jreuning-scherer@epiphanydayton.org
Senior Pastor 860-371-4030 (cell)
Pastor Corey Wagonfield cwagonfield@epiphanydayton.org
Associate Pastor 513-341-5194 (cell)

SIXTH GRADE GUIDES
Kate Barrett & Michelle Carlson

SEVENTH GRADE GUIDES
Kalie Hogendoorn & Steve Lubbers

EIGHTH GRADE GUIDES
Josh Hendrickson & Molly Manning

NINTH GRADE GUIDES
Angie Day & Madison Risch

Questions about Confirmation, Learning Events, Small Groups, registration, or student
participation can be directed to Erin or any member of the Confirmation leadership team.
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	Programming will be available on a weekly basis throughout the program year. Some weeks will be designated as Required Learning Events and will be identified on the program calendar well in advance so that families can plan accordingly.
	We encourage students to participate as often as possible, even when a particular Sunday is not designated as required. Consistent participation helps students build relationships with their peers and adult leaders and creates a stronger rhythm of learning and faith formation.

	A TYPICAL BREAKTHRU SUNDAY
	While the format may vary from week to week, our typical Learning Event rhythm will include:
	12:00 PM - LUNCH & GATHERING
	Students gather for lunch and time together

	12:20 PM - TEACHING TIME
	Students in grades 6-8 participate in teaching together with a pastor or other leader

	1:05 PM - SMALL GROUPS
	Students separate into grade-level small groups to discuss the lesson, ask questions, connect the topic to their lives, and pray together.

	1:30 PM - CLOSING PRAYER & DISMISSAL
	*Because some weeks will have special programming, retreats, service opportunities, or other formats, the exact schedule may vary.


	WHAT TO BRING
	ATTENDANCE
	Students are expected to prioritize and attend all Required Learning Events.
	We understand that families have many commitments and that conflicts will occasionally arise. If a student must miss a Learning Event, families should communicate with the Confirmation team as soon as possible.
	When appropriate, the confirmation team may provide an alternative way for a student to engage with missed material.
	The goal of attendance is not simply to fulfill a requirement. Regular participation is important because Confirmation is as much about relationships as it is about content.



	WORSHIP +2
	Worship: Gather. Serve. Participate.
	When you decide where you would like to serve, fill out the BreakThru Worship Teams Signup Form and we will connect you to the appropriate ministry coordinator.

	Scan to Sign Up or Visit
	epiphanydayton.org/Breakthru
	WORSHIP +2
	Two Congregational Experiences: Step Outside Youth Ministry


	+2
	Scan for reflection form or visit
	epiphanydayton.org/Breakthru

	EXPLORE EPIPHANY
	Discover your Church
	We want students to recognize Epiphany as their faith community—a place where they belong, contribute, serve, and grow.
	Explore Epiphany classes are held twice per year (Spring and Fall) and will be announced in Epiphany’s weekly e-newsletter.


	RETREATS & FELLOWSHIP
	Building Thriving Community
	During the confirmation journey, we seek to provide students with the opportunity to step back and take a long, loving look at life and faith. These are can't miss touch points in your confirmation journey, with costs and dates published well in advance so that families can plan their schedules accordingly. Scholarships are available if needed.
	All students are expected to attend at least one Retreat during their confirmation journey. Going on the retreat more than once is highly recommended!

	FELLOWSHIP
	While not every fellowship opportunity is required, we strongly engourage students to participate whenever possible. Fun is where community is built!
	LEARN
	WORSHIP
	BELONG
	ENGAGE


	STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
	A successful and relevant confirmation ministry must be a partnership between students, families, and the congregation. Expectations include the following:
	AS A STUDENT...

	PARENT INVOLVEMENT
	Confirmation Leaders—pastors, church staff, Small Group Guides, and other volunteers—will encourage students to fulfill their commitments, but the responsibility to grow, work, think, and strive lies primarily with the student and his or her family.
	AS A PARENT OR GUARDIAN...

	PARENT INVOLVEMENT
	Faith at Home
	The goal is not to turn home into another classroom. Instead, we encourage families to create simple rhythms that make space for faith in everyday life.
	Families might:
	Share highs and lows from the day.
	Read Scripture together.
	Pray before meals or bedtime.
	Talk about questions raised at confirmation.
	Worship together.
	Serve together.
	Talk about where they see God at work.
	Ask one another what they are learning about faith.
	Faith is caught as much as it is taught.
	Our hope is that Confirmation will strengthen the faith practices already taking place in your home and provide new opportunities for your family to grow together.

	WEEKLY DEVOTIONS
	FAITH 5
	SHARE highs and lows
	READ scripture together
	TALK about it
	PRAY together
	BLESS one another

	PARENT CONNECTIONS

	CONFIRMATION PREPARATION
	DISCIPLESHIP PROJECT

	RITE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
	The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism has long been a very special tradition of the Lutheran Church. In this service, we honor and celebrate the growth in faith of our young people with their parents, families, Small Group Guides, Confirmation leaders, and congregation.
	CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION
	2026 (starting in 2023): 2027 (starting in 2024): 2028 (starting in 2025): 2029 (starting in 2026):  2030 (starting in 2027):
	Sunday, October 25 Sunday, October 31 Sunday, October 29 Sunday, October 28 Sunday, October 27


	PROGRAM COSTS & DONATIONS
	Confirmation is a Gift from the Congregation

	COMMUNICATION
	A FINAL WORD TO STUDENTS
	CONTACT INFORMATION
	EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
	www.epiphanydayton.org
	AUSTIN CAMPUS
	FAR HILLS CAMPUS



