JESUS FED A CROWD

Bible Reference: Matt. 14;: Mark 6: Luke 9; ]
Date: 10/4126
I Grade: PreK /Kindergarten I 2nd Service

Memory Verse: Big Picture Question:
“Shine your light before others so they | | How can we be saved?

see your good works and give glory to We are only saved by
God.” Matthew 5:16 trusting in g

esus

Christ Connection
* Jesus fed thousands with just a little food to show He is God's Son. Jesus is the
Bread of Life. He gives us everything we need, including forgiveness of sin and life

with God forever.

Schedule
* Welcome/ Intro Activity 5 minutes

* Kids Worship @ 11:00 15-20 minutes
* Circle Time and Bible Story 10 minutes
Movement Activity 10 minutes
Craft 5-7 minutes
Music 5 minutes
Friends from Afar 5-7 minutes
Prayer and Bible Verse 10 minutes
Snack/ Discussion Time 5-7 minutes
Additional Activities As Needed

Notes and Reminders

We are inviting you to join us on October 18 from 12:30-2:00 for our Fall Shepherd Lunch
and Workshop. We will be discussing ideas from the book ‘Lead With Prayer’ to grow more
in our understanding of the influence prayer has on different roles we hold. Don't worry if
you haven't read the book- we will have a quest speaker leading us!




SHEPHERD BIBLE STUDY

The feeding of the 5,000 is the only public miracle, other than Jesus’ resurrection,
recorded in all four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We should pause and ask,
“Why this one? What about this miracle made it so unforgettable that no Gospel writer
could leave it out?”

We can get a clue toward the importance of the miracle through its framing in the
book of Luke. The miracle sits between two key questions: “Who is this?” (Luke 9:9),
asked by a bewildered and disturbed King Herod, and “Who do you say that lam?” (Luke
9:20), asked by Jesus of His disciples immediately following the miracle.

Throughout the book of Luke, Jesus declares important truths during meals. From the
dinners at Pharisees’ houses to the last supper, meals in the book of Luke often carry
significant meaning. And this miracle of feeding the 5,000 is no different. It’s not just a
moment of compassion—it’s a moment of revelation and foreshadowing. It’s the answer to
the questions posed by Herod and Jesus Himself.

It’s fitting that Luke ends the section with Peter’s declaration: “You are the Christ of

God.” That's where every true encounter with Jesus should lead. The one who takes,

blesses, breaks, and gives is not merely a miracle-worker. He is the Messiah—the one

who fills us, sustains us, and saves us. And when we recognize Him as such, our only right
response is the same as Peter’s worship and confession declaring, “You are the Christ.”
This week, lead kids to be ready to answer the question, “Who is Jesus,” by recognizing

Him as Messiah and Lord.




JUNIOR SHEPHERD HIGHLIGHT

The feeding of the 5,000 is special - it’s the only miracle (besides Jesus rising from the
dead) written about in all four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Why this one?
What made it so unforgettable that every writer had to include it?

Luke gives us a clue. This miracle happens between two big questions. King Herod asks,
"Who is this?” because he’s confused about Jesus (Luke 9:9). Right after the miracle, Jesus
asks His own disciples, "Who do you say that | am?” (Luke 9:20).

Throughout Luke, Jesus teaches important truths during meals, like dinners at pecple’s
houses, and later, the Last Supper. This miracle is the same way. It's not just Jesus being
kind and feeding hungry people, it's Him showing everyone who He really is.

That’s why this part of the story ends with Peter saying, "You are the Christ of God.”
That's the point: anyone who truly meets Jesus should reach the same conclusion. The one
who took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it out isn't just someone who does cool
miracles. He's the Messiah, the one who feeds us, takes care of us, and saves us. Once we
realize that, the only response that makes sense is worship, saying what Peter said: "You
are the Christ.”

This week, let’s help kids get ready to answer "Who is Jesus?” by seeing Him as the
Messiah and Lord.

As the kiddos continue to settle in to their new classes, we want to focus on growing
the amount of trust we have with them. Each time you prove that you are reliable, you
help that child to trust you a little more.

It’s kind of like saving money in a piggy bank. If you put a few coins in it each day, its
value grows. When something happens that you need a lot of money, you can go to your
piggy bank and rely on the stored coins for what you need! When we are trying to prove
ourselves trustworthy, we have to do it a little bit at a time. Maybe you show one of
the kids that you are always willing to sit next to them during story time, or you show
them how to build a taller tower with the blocks. They are learning to trust you. Then
maybe they get into an argument with another child in your class. Because they trust you,
they might ask you to help them solve the problem!

Everything we do around children helps them to see whether or not they can trust us.

What can you do to add more to each child’s piggy bank of trust?




OUTLINE

Welcome and Intro Activity 5 minutes

Welcome the children and mark them as present on the attendance sheet on the clipboard
by the door.

e Q@ather kids and lead them to sit in a circle. Show several rhythm instruments.
Challenge boys and girls to quietly pass the instruments around the circle without
shaking the maracas or rattling the tambourines.

e SAY At the beginning of today’s Bible story, Jesus had been teaching all day, and He
wanted to go to a quiet place to rest. The crowds of people saw Him leaving, and
they ran ahead to where Jesus was going. When Jesus saw all the pecple, He felt
love for them and wanted to help them. When we hear today’s Bible story, we will
discover that Jesus taught them, healed them, and even gave them something to eat.

Circle Time and Bible Story 10 minutes
Thinking Activity
* Welcome the kids to group time. Hold up a paper bag. Ask what the children would

pack for lunch if they were going to be gone all day. Pass the bag around the group
and let kids name what they would take for lunch. Comment that the boy in our
story had fish and bread.
SAY There are many things we could put in our lunch. There’s sandwiches, chips,
veggies, fruit, cookies. What is your favorite thing to eat for lunch? [Allow
responses.] In today’s Bible story, Jesus miraculously fed a group of 5,000 men, plus
women and children, a meal of bread and fish.

Bible Story

* Jesus and His friends had been teaching many people all day, and they were tired.
Jesus wanted to go to a quiet place to rest. So, Jesus and His friends got into a
boat. But lots of people saw them leaving. The people ran ahead to where Jesus was
going. When Jesus got there and saw the crowd, He cared about them and began to
teach and heal them. As the day went on, the disciples said, “It’s late. Send the
people away so they can get food.” Jesus said, “You give them something to eat.”
The disciples were surprised. “We don't have enough food for so many people!" A boy
in the crowd had five small loaves of bread and two fish. Jesus took the bread and
fish, thanked God for the food, and gave it to the disciples to share with the crowd.
Everyone ate, and there was more than enough! About 5,000 men, plus women and
children, ate until they were full. Afterward, the disciples picked up 12 baskets of
leftover food.Jesus said, “1 am the Bread of Life. If you come to Me, you will never

be hungry.




Christ Connection
* Jesus fed thousands with just a little food to show He is God's Son. Jesus is the Bread
of Life. He gives us everything we need, including forgiveness of sin and life with God
forever.
Review Activity
* Find the "Jesus Fed a Crowd Questions” and place them in a small basket. Show the
Bible Story Picture Poster. Choose a child to come pick a question out of the basket.
Read the question to her. Let the child answer the question or pick a child to help
her answer it. Let the child who answers pick another child to come choose the next
question.
SAY Great job remembering our story. The people wanted to hear Jesus speak and to
see the miracles they heard about Him doing. The disciples redlized that people were
hungry and it was time to eat. One boy shared the food he brought. Jesus
miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish. A miracle is something that
only God can make happen. Look at this picture of the disciples and the baskets of
food. They had baskets of food left over! Jesus fed many people with little food.
Jesus is God's Son. He gives us life forever.

Movement Activity 10 minutes

Guide the children to walk around the room with you., or save this activity for your time
in LG 1. Talk about the story as you walk.

SAY: "Many people followed Jesus. When they heard that Jesus and His disciples had come
to a town near them, they walked to see Him and listened to what He taught. People
walked because cars had not been invented. Some people may have had a donkey to ride,
but most would have walked. They were excited about the miracles Jesus was doing! The
people listened to Jesus for a long time, and they were getting hungry. The disciples knew
it would take a lot of money to buy enough food for so many people. Can you remember
what happened? Yes! Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish. Was
there food left over? Yes! The people saw that Jesus can do things other people cannot
do.”




Craft 5-7 minutes
Give each child a fish and loaves craft sheet. (The front will have two half circles and
the back will be covered in bread and fish.) Help children to fold the Paper in half
hamburger style with the half circles on the outside and make a crease. Then, fold the
edges with the half circles to align with the crease. The two half circles should line up on
hte front of your new foldable, and open to show the abundance of fish and bread. Remind
children that Jesus took only 5 loaves and two fish, and turned them into enough food to
feed over 5,000 people!

Music 5 minutes
You will find music and other video resources on the USB which is already plugged into

the TV. Feel free to play the videos in any order you like! You may distribute the

Activity Page for the children to complete at this time, if they would prefer to sit
and listen to the music.

Friends From Afar 5-7 minutes

You will find today’s activity for Friends from Afar in the Binder on the counter. The
information for this month’s Global Partner family and an activity to learn about
where they are serving are included.




Prayer and Bible Verse 10 minutes
Prayer (Use these words, or your own, to pray about today’s Bible lesson. Take time to
listen to prayer requests from the children and pray for them as well!)

* Jesus, You are so powerful. Thank You for loving us, caring for us, and giving us
everything we need. Thank You for forgiving sin so people can have a right
relationship with You. We love You. Amen.

Bible Verse

* Find the fish and loaves cutouts with the words of the Bible memory verse written
on them. Encourage the children to help you organize the pictures so that the verse is
in the correct order. Say the verse together several times.

Snack and Discussion Time 5-7 minute
Have children sanitize their hands before passing out snacks and cups of water. During this
time, you can connect with children and discuss questions regarding the lesson.

o What did you like about the Bible story? (Answers will vary.)
What were some things in the Bible story that surprised you? (Answers will vary.)
What did Jesus use to feed the large crowd of people? (five small loaves of bread
and two fish)
How many baskets of food where leftover after everyone ate? (12)
What does it mean that Jesus is the “Bread of Life?” (He gives us everything we
need; He forgives people’s sins and gives life with God forever for those who trust in
Him.)
* How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
SAY After teaching many people, Jesus and His friends were very tired and needed to
rest. They got on a boat to get away from the people, but when they got to the other
side, a big crowd of people were waiting! Jesus loved the people and helped them by
teaching and hedling them. When the people got hungry, Jesus miraculously fed a crowd
with five loaves and two fish.




Additional Activities As Needed
Draw Many Pecple

* Give each child a sheet of light-colored construction paper. Provide washable markers
for the kids to share. Guide each child to draw a lot of faces on their paper. As the
activity time ends, lay the papers beside each other to make a large crowd of faces.
Tape the kids’ papers together to place on the wall.

SAY: "We worked together to draw a lot of people! Jesus miraculously fed a crowd
with five loaves and two fish. There were 5,000 men in the crowd, plus a lot of
women and kids. The people were surprised that Jesus fed many people with little
food. Jesus is God's Son. He gives us life forever. Look at the big crowd of people
that you worked together to draw! The people learned that Jesus can do miracles
because He is God's Son.”

One Wand, Many Bubbles

o Show the kids a bottle of bubbles. Pull out the bubble wand and comment that it is
just one wand with some bubble solution on it. Ask the kids if they think the bubble
wand will blow one bubble or many bubbles. Blow on the bubble wand, making sure
many bubbles come off the bubble wand.

SAY What happened after | blew on the bubble wand? [Allow responses.] So many

bubbles came from the one little bubble wand! In today’s Bible story, we will learn
how Jesus took the food that one little boy brought and fed many people. Listen to
learn about the time Jesus miraculously fed a crowd of people with five loaves and
two fish.
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Why were Jesus and His friends tired?
(They had been teaching many people all day.)

What did Jesus and His friends do to try to
go to a quiet place??
(They got in a boat and crossed the lake.)

What did the people do when they saw
Jesus getting in a boat?
(They ran ahead to where Jesus was going.)

.............................................................................................................................................................................

What did Jesus' friends say when
they saw the people were hungry? e
(They wanted Jesus to send the people away to get food.)™

Where did Jesus’ friends find food?
(A boy had some food with him.)

What kind of food did the boy have?
(Five loaves and two fish)

What did Jesus do with the boy's food?
(He thanked God for the food and gave it to
His friends to pass out to the crowd.)

After Jesus multiplied the food,
did the people have enough?
(Yes. Everyone ate, and there was plenty of food.)

Who did Jesus say He is?
(He said He is the
Bread of Life.)

Why could Jesus feed so many people
with a small amount of food?
(He is God's Son.)
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Jesus Fed a Crowd
Matthew 14; Mark &;
Luke 9; John &

STORY POINT:
Jesus miraculously fed a crowd
of people with five loaves and

e fish,

CHRIST CONMECTION:

Jesus fed thousands with just

a little food to show He iz Gods
Son. Jesus iz the Bread of Life.
He gives us everything we need,
including forgiveness of zin and
lifer with Gad forever

KEY PASSAGE:
John 11:25

BIC PICTURE QUESTIOMN:
How can we be saved? We are
only saved by trusting in Jesus,

Scan the QR code
for resources to

usa at home!

Dider Preschaal Activity Page

Unit 26 - Session 1
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Jesus Fed the People

INSTRUCTIOMNS: Jezus fed many people with five loaves and two fish, Circle the set of items with more in each box, Put an X on the set with less,
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	JESUS FED A CROWD
	Bible Reference: Matt. 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6
	Grade: PreK /Kindergarten
	Date: 10/4/26
	2nd Service
	Memory Verse:
	“Shine your light before others so they see your good works and give glory to God.” Matthew 5:16


	Big Picture Question:
	How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus
	Christ Connection
	Jesus fed thousands with just a little food to show He is God’s Son. Jesus is the Bread of Life. He gives us everything we need, including forgiveness of sin and life with God forever.

	Schedule
	Kids Worship @ 11:00...............................................................................15-20 minutes

	Notes and Reminders
	We are inviting you to join us on October 18 from 12:30-2:00 for our Fall Shepherd Lunch and Workshop. We will be discussing ideas from the book ‘Lead With Prayer’ to grow more in our understanding of the influence prayer has on different roles we hold. Don’t worry if you haven’t read the book- we will have a guest speaker leading us!



	SHEPHERD BIBLE STUDY
	JUNIOR SHEPHERD HIGHLIGHT
	OUTLINE
	Welcome and Intro Activity
	5 minutes
	Welcome the children and mark them as present on the attendance sheet on the clipboard by the door.

	Circle Time and Bible Story
	10 minutes
	Thinking Activity
	Welcome the kids to group time. Hold up a paper bag. Ask what the children would pack for lunch if they were going to be gone all day. Pass the bag around the group and let kids name what they would take for lunch. Comment that the boy in our story had fish and bread.
	SAY There are many things we could put in our lunch. There’s sandwiches, chips, veggies, fruit, cookies. What is your favorite thing to eat for lunch? [Allow responses.] In today’s Bible story, Jesus miraculously fed a group of 5,000 men, plus women and children, a meal of bread and fish.

	Bible Story
	Jesus and His friends had been teaching many people all day, and they were tired. Jesus wanted to go to a quiet place to rest. So, Jesus and His friends got into a boat. But lots of people saw them leaving. The people ran ahead to where Jesus was going. When Jesus got there and saw the crowd, He cared about them and began to teach and heal them. As the day went on, the disciples said, “It’s late. Send the people away so they can get food.” Jesus said, “You give them something to eat.” The disciples were surprised. “We don’t have enough food for so many people!” A boy in the crowd had five small loaves of bread and two fish. Jesus took the bread and fish, thanked God for the food, and gave it to the disciples to share with the crowd. Everyone ate, and there was more than enough! About 5,000 men, plus women and children, ate until they were full. Afterward, the disciples picked up 12 baskets of leftover food.Jesus said, “1 am the Bread of Life. If you come to Me, you will never be hungry.


	Christ Connection
	Review Activity

	Movement Activity
	10 minutes
	Guide the children to walk around the room with you., or save this activity for your time in LG 1. Talk about the story as you walk.
	SAY: "Many people followed Jesus. When they heard that Jesus and His disciples had come to a town near them, they walked to see Him and listened to what He taught. People walked because cars had not been invented. Some people may have had a donkey to ride, but most would have walked. They were excited about the miracles Jesus was doing! The people listened to Jesus for a long time, and they were getting hungry. The disciples knew it would take a lot of money to buy enough food for so many people. Can you remember what happened? Yes! Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish. Was there food left over? Yes! The people saw that Jesus can do things other people cannot do."

	Craft
	5-7 minutes
	Music
	5 minutes
	Friends From Afar
	5-7 minutes
	Prayer and Bible Verse
	Prayer (Use these words, or your own, to pray about today’s Bible lesson. Take time to listen to prayer requests from the children and pray for them as well!)
	Bible Verse

	10 minutes
	Snack and Discussion Time
	5-7 minutes
	Have children sanitize their hands before passing out snacks and cups of water. During this time, you can connect with children and discuss questions regarding the lesson.
	SAY After teaching many people, Jesus and His friends were very tired and needed to rest. They got on a boat to get away from the people, but when they got to the other side, a big crowd of people were waiting! Jesus loved the people and helped them by teaching and healing them. When the people got hungry, Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish.

	Additional Activities
	As Needed
	Draw Many People
	One Wand, Many Bubbles

	Jesus Loves Us
	what we
	And Gives uS
	need
	Shine your light
	before others
	so they see
	your good works
	and give glory
	to God
	Matthew 5:16

