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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!  

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, Irvine (LCMS)  

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Sunday, August 30, 2026  

Divine Service @ 9:30 am & 12:30 pm 

Bible Study @ 11:00 am   

Mission: To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.  

Vision: To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds. 

Welcome to Saint Paul's 

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and 

bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient 

liturgy which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our 

worship. Its biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church 

before any denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship 

emphasizes order, beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy 

Eucharist and receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the 

Lord is doing at Saint Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!           

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:  

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a 

fact, and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. 

And because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him 

alone – have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful 

because the Holy Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in 

our hearts to hold to our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel 

costs Jesus everything but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT 

to you. Hold to it and know that you ARE (present tense) saved 

from sin, death, and the power of the devil; that you are saved TO 

(present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner 
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who lives for God and loves their neighbor. "For God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)              

The Lord’s Supper            

As stated in Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article VII 

(The Holy Supper) Paragraph 69: "For Christians who are of weak 

faith, diffident, troubled, and heartily terrified because of the 

greatness and number of their sins, and think that in this their great 

impurity they are not worthy of this precious treasure and the 

benefits of Christ, and who feel and lament their weakness of faith, 

and from their hearts desire that they may serve God with stronger, 

more joyful faith and pure obedience, they are the truly worthy guests 

for whom this highly venerable Sacrament [and sacred feast] has 

been especially instituted and appointed." If you are a guest and 

desire to receive the sacrament. Please speak to one of the 

pastors before communing.  

Prayer Before Divine Service 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship 

You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my 

heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, 

believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.                    

Saint Paul’s Staff: 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.  

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.  

Vicar: Miles Johnson 

Organist: Gerald Dahlin 

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson 

Contact Us: 

Website: https://saintpaulsirvine.com/ 

Church Office Phone: (949) 599-4760 

 

 

https://saintpaulsirvine.com/
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+ In the Name of Jesus + 

Prelude Rhosemydre – Vaughn Williams 

Greeting  

P Your steadfast love is before my eyes, 

C and I walk in your faithfulness. 

 -Psalm 26:3 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
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Entrance Hymn 837 Lift High the Cross

 sts. ref–6 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



7 | P a g e  

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of 

the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross 

daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 

15O LORD, you know; 

 remember me and visit me, 

 and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; 

 know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, 

 and your words became to me a joy 

 and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, 

 O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revelers, 

 nor did I rejoice; 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 

 for you had filled me with indignation. 
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18Why is my pain unceasing, 

 my wound incurable, 

 refusing to be healed? 

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 

 like waters that fail? 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 

“If you return, I will restore you, 

 and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

 you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 

 but you shall not turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people 

 a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you, 

 but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 

 to save you and deliver you, 

declares the LORD. 
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

 and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

 

C Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

Epistle Romans 12:9–21 

 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 
10Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 

showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
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Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in 

harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought 

to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance 

is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so 

doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! 

This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your 
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mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would 

save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 

life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is 

going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay each person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, 

there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the 

Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

Children's Message  

Hymn of the Day 427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 

Bearing the Cross 

(Matthew 16:21-28) 

Pastor Mueller 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
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     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For faithfulness, that as recipients of God’s grace, we have the 

strength and courage to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and 

follow Jesus. Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all pastors and missionaries, that they might say with Jeremiah, 

“Hear the Word of the Lord,” and faithfully proclaim that Word to 

us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the households of this congregation, that all may live in love 

that issues from a pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who make, execute and judge our laws, that their eyes may 

be turned toward the Lord; and that they would receive wisdom and 

strength to faithfully carry out their duties, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and suffering, [especially _____________ and all who have 

requested our prayers,] that they might have relief from pain and the 

courage to endure whatever crosses and tribulations the Lord 

chooses to lay upon them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who receive the Supper today, that they may faithfully 

receive it for the forgiveness of sins and be sustained until Christ 

returns in glory, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those persecuted for the name of Christ, that in communion 

with all the saints we may bear our crosses faithfully, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, 

Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

Offering Simple Gifts – David Schelat 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+ 

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the mysteries 

(1st Corinthians 4:1) to serve only those who share in a common confession. If you 

are still learning about our confession and not yet confirmed, you may come 

forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest. Pastor would 

love to meet with you to prepare you to receive the Holy Sacrament.     

Service of the Sacrament 
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Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame 

death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us 

the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 



17 | P a g e  

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 

 

722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825–1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789–1860 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
Tune: Public domain 
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851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20 | P a g e  

 

643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
Tune: Public domain 

Stand 
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Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

 

Godspeed & Farewell Blessing 

(Barney & Anne Wright) 

 

 

 

 



22 | P a g e  

 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

Postlude Toccata – D Buxtehude 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.’ 

 

 

 

Bible Study This Sunday 

Join us this Sunday at 11 a.m. for a special Bible study 
on "Ten Reasons to Study the Old Testament." This 
session will help prepare us for our new Sunday Bible 
Study series on the Old Testament, beginning 
September 13th. All are welcome! 

SAVE THE DATE – SAINT PAUL'S MEN’S RETREAT 

Join us for a weekend centered on God’s Word, prayer, 
fellowship, and encouragement in Christ. 

📅 Date: Friday November 6th through Saturday 
November 7th 

📍 Location: The Ranch at Saddleback 
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This will be an opportunity for the men of Saint Paul’s to 
step away and spend time together in Christian 
fellowship, and be strengthened through Scripture, 
worship, and the promises of Christ. 

Please save the date. Additional details and registration 
information will follow. 

FLOKTOBERFEST – ELDER-LED FLOCK BIBLE STUDY 

Join us after Divine Service for a special Sunday of God's 
Word, fellowship, and celebration — our second Elder-
led Flock devotional Bible study, followed by 
Oktoberfest and our Reformation Sunday celebration! 

             Sunday, October 25 |     Following Divine Service 

• 10:30 AM – Coffee & light snacks 
• 11:00–11:45 AM – Floktoberfest Bible Study 
• 12:00 PM – Oktoberfest begins 

Note: There will be NO 12:30 PM service this Sunday. 
All are welcome! 

Join Our Walk for Hope Team: Living Hope 

Saint Paul's has a team walking in the Walk for Hope for 
Orange County, supporting City of Hope's cancer 
research and patient care. Our team name, Living Hope, 
comes from 1 Peter 1:3, and we walk for the members 
of our church family and community who are facing 
cancer right now. 

Date: Sunday, November 8, 2026 
Location and start time are still to be announced — 
we'll share those as soon as they're confirmed. 
Everyone is welcome — members, family, friends, and 
neighbors. There is no cost to join the team, and you do 
not have to donate to walk with us. If you would like to 
give, our team goal is $10,000, and any amount helps. 



24 | P a g e  

 

Check with your employer about matching gifts — many 
companies match employee donations, doubling your 
impact at no additional cost to you. 
Join the team or give: 
ourhope.cityofhope.org/SPLCLivingHope 
Questions? Contact Veronica Steele, team captain. 
 

 

Fall Programming Update 
Programming begins the week of September 13th, with 
Wednesday ministries starting Wednesday, September 16th. 
Questions? Email office@saintpaulsirvine.com — monitored 
regularly, even while Jackie Johnson is on maternity leave 
beginning 9/1 (office admin will continue to be handled by our 
volunteer team). To reach the office directly, call 949-805-
4774. 

Day Weekly Offerings 
Sunday 
(starting 9/13) 

9:30 & 12:30 pm — Divine Service 
11:00 am — Bible Study 
NEW in Sept. — Old Testament Overview 
Study with Pastor Espinosa 

Wednesday 
(starting 9/16) 

9:00 am — Divine Service with Luther on the 
Psalms 
10:00 am — Bible Study, in person AND online 
7:00 pm — Bible Study, online only 
Both Wednesday studies: St. Matthew's 
Gospel 

Thursday 6:30 pm — Men's Bible Study, Tad Kaput's 
home 
St. Matthew's Gospel 

Saturday Monthly — The Chosen study (per group) 
Monthly — Bible studies at various locations 
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New This Fall: Old Testament Overview Study 

Starting in September, Pastor Espinosa leads a new study 
through the Old Testament. Participants receive his notes 
binder, a supplemental binder, and a copy of A Popular Survey 
of the Old Testament by Norman L. Geisler — provided at no 
cost; donations welcome. 

Sign Up for Wednesday Bible Study 

Sign up via Amplify online, or scan the QR code below: 

 
39177.people.myamplify.io/external/form/c71984f9-8d53-

4752-9871-ceb967e689d6 
 


