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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!  

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)  

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  

Sunday, August 9, 2026  

Divine Service: 9:30 am & 12:30 pm 

Mission: To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.  

Vision: To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds. 

Welcome to Saint Paul's 

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and 

bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient 

liturgy which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our 

worship. Its biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church 

before any denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship 

emphasizes order, beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy 

Eucharist and receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the 

Lord is doing at Saint Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!           

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:  

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a 

fact, and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. 

And because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him 

alone – have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful 

because the Holy Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in 

our hearts to hold to our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel 

costs Jesus everything but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT 

to you. Hold to it and know that you ARE (present tense) saved 

from sin, death, and the power of the devil; that you are saved TO 

(present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner 

who lives for God and loves their neighbor. "For God so loved 
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the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)              

The Lord’s Supper            

As stated in Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article VII 

(The Holy Supper) Paragraph 69: "For Christians who are of weak 

faith, diffident, troubled, and heartily terrified because of the 

greatness and number of their sins, and think that in this their great 

impurity they are not worthy of this precious treasure and the 

benefits of Christ, and who feel and lament their weakness of faith, 

and from their hearts desire that they may serve God with stronger, 

more joyful faith and pure obedience, they are the truly worthy guests 

for whom this highly venerable Sacrament [and sacred feast] has 

been especially instituted and appointed." If you are a guest and 

desire to receive the sacrament. Please speak to one of the 

pastors before communing.  

Prayer Before Divine Service 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship 

You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my 

heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, 

believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.                    

Saint Paul’s Staff: 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.  

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.  

Vicar: Miles Johnson 

Organist: Gerald Dahlin 

Choir Director: Vacant 

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson 

 

+ In the Name of Jesus + 
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Prelude Prelude and Fugue in F -- Vincent Lübeck 

Greeting Psalm 18:1-2 

P I love you, O Lord, my strength. 

C   The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 

    my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 

    my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
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Entrance Hymn 587 I Know My Faith Is Founded 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Kyrie LSB 168 
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This Is the Feast LSB 171 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and 

danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully 

accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Job 38:4–18 

4[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when I laid the 

foundation of the earth? 

 Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

 Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6On what were its bases sunk, 

 or who laid its cornerstone, 
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7when the morning stars sang together 

 and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

 when it burst out from the womb, 
9when I made clouds its garment 

 and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10and prescribed limits for it 

 and set bars and doors, 
11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

 and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 
12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 

 and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 

 and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14It is changed like clay under the seal, 

 and its features stand out like a garment. 
15From the wicked their light is withheld, 

 and their uplifted arm is broken. 
16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 

 or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 

 or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

 Declare, if you know all this.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

 

C Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

Epistle Romans 10:5–17 

 5Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that 

the person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6But the 

righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 
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ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or “‘Who will 

descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 
8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in 

your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you 

confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the 

heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses 

and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him 

will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call 

on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” 

 14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And how are 

they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16But they have not all 

obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he 

has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 14:22–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
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 22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go 

before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And 

after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by 

himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the 

boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, 

for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night 

he came to them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him 

walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and 

they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, 

“Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

 28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come 

to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat 

and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the 

wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save 

me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, 

saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And when 

they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Sit 

Children's Message 
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Hymn of the Day   831 “How Shall They Hear,” Who Have Not Heard 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 
Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
Tune: Public domain 

Sermon  

“How Do We Get God?” 

(Romans 10:5-17) 

Pastor Espinosa 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 
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     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For wisdom, that we may know Christ by faith and trust in God’s 

Word amid the stormy seas of this mortal life, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For our pastors, our seminaries and their students, that God would 

continue to send preachers of His mercy; and that all the world 

may hear and believe, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all married couples, that their union might reflect Christ and His 

Church; and for all Christian homes, that God would bless them 

with His presence and make them places of peace and refuge in 

Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all nations, that the Lord who stands over all creation might 

speak peace unto them and raise up good and faithful leaders, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and the suffering, [including _____________,] that they 

would be anxious for nothing, but instead make their requests 

known to Christ, the God of peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who come to the Lord’s table, that we might be united in 

confession even as we are one in Him, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P O Lord, our God, be our light in darkness, our strength in 

weakness, our courage in fear and our peace in distress. Speak to 

us by the voice of Your Word, that we may call upon You in the day 

of trouble and confess Your saving name before all people. Hear us 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

Offering My Shepherd, You Supply My Need -- Robert A Hobby 

Stand 
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Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+ 

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the 

mysteries (1st Corinthians 4:1) to serve only those who share in a common 

confession. If you are still learning about our confession and not yet 

confirmed, you may come forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your 

arms over your chest. Pastor would love to meet with you to prepare you to 

receive the Holy Sacrament.     

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 177 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day 

overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 178 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
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     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 
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Sit 

Distribution 

628 Your Table I Approach 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell 

combined 

May not about this 

sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my 

mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and 

night 

For Your true body and true 

blood, 

    O God, my peace and 

light. 

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is 

near, 

This truth your troubled 

heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your 

soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground 

of faith. 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, 

Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in 

One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and 

eternally! 

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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523 O Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Thank the Lord LSB 181 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

Benediction LSB 183 

 
  

 

Postlude Psalm XIX -- Marcello 
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A Note on Pastoral Coverage: Rev. Espinosa will be away July 19–28, attending district convention and enjoying some well-earned vacation time — he'll return to us on 

Wednesday, July 29. Please keep him and his family in your prayers during this time away. Should a pastoral emergency arise while he's gone, Vicar Miles Johnson is 

happy to help and can be reached at 913-401-9223; he will connect you with an available pastor. Thank you, as always, for your understanding and support. 

 

 

A Note on Pastoral Coverage: Rev. Espinosa will be away beginning 
at noon on Saturday, August 15, enjoying some well-earned 

vacation time — he'll return to us on Sunday, August 30. Please 
keep him and his family in your prayers during this time away. 

Should a pastoral emergency arise while he's gone, Vicar Miles 
Johnson is happy to help and can be reached at 913-401-9223; he 

will connect you with an available pastor. 
Thank you, as always, for your understanding and support. 
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Service Time Update 

Please note: our second Sunday service time has changed from 

2:00 PM to 12:30 PM, effective immediately. This adjustment 

comes after hearing from many in our church community that this 

time works better for most. 

Our 9:30 AM service and 11:00 AM Bible studies will continue 

as normal — no changes there. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Announcements Have a New Home! 

We've moved our announcements to our website, where you can 

always find the most up-to-date information. Scan the QR code 

below or visit 

saintpaulsirvine.com/announcements. 

This change also helps us cut down on 

printing costs and reduce paper waste — 

thank you for helping us be good 

stewards of our resources! 

Questions? Feel free to reach out to the 

church office. Thanks again for updating your routine to check 

announcements online! 

 


