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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!  

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)  

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

Sunday, July 5, 2026  

Divine Service: 9:30 am & 2:00 pm 

Mission: To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.   

Vision: To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds.  

Welcome to Saint Paul's              

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and 

bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient 

liturgy which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our 

worship. Its biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church 

before any denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship 

emphasizes order, beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy 

Eucharist and receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the 

Lord is doing at Saint Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!           

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:             

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a 

fact, and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. 

And because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him 

alone – have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful 

because the Holy Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in 

our hearts to hold to our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel 

costs Jesus everything but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT 

to you. Hold to it and know that you ARE (present tense) saved 

from sin, death, and the power of the devil; that you are saved TO 

(present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner 

who lives for God and loves their neighbor. "For God so loved 
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the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)             

The Lord’s Supper            

As stated in Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article VII 

(The Holy Supper) Paragraph 69: "For Christians who are of weak 

faith, diffident, troubled, and heartily terrified because of the 

greatness and number of their sins, and think that in this their great 

impurity they are not worthy of this precious treasure and the 

benefits of Christ, and who feel and lament their weakness of faith, 

and from their hearts desire that they may serve God with stronger, 

more joyful faith and pure obedience, they are the truly worthy guests 

for whom this highly venerable Sacrament [and sacred feast] has 

been especially instituted and appointed." If you are a guest and 

desire to receive the sacrament. Please speak to one of the 

pastors before communing.  

Prayer Before Divine Service             

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship 

You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my 

heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, 

believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.                    

Saint Paul’s Staff:       

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.              

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.            

Vicar: Miles Johnson              

Organist: Gerald Dahlin              

Choir Director: Vacant      

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson            

+ In the Name of Jesus + 
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Prelude "My Country" & "O Beautiful for Spacious" 

"My Country" 

My Country, 'Tis of Thee 

My country, 'tis of thee, 

Sweet land of liberty, 

Of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died, 

Land of the pilgrims' pride, 

From every mountainside 

Let freedom ring! 

My native country, thee, 

Land of the noble free, 

Thy name I love; 

I love thy rocks and rills, 

Thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture thrills 

Like that above. 

Let music swell the breeze, 

And ring from all the trees 

Sweet freedom's song; 

Let mortal tongues awake; 

Let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, 

The sound prolong. 

Our fathers' God, to Thee, 

Author of liberty, 

To Thee we sing; 

Long may our land be bright 

With freedom's holy light; 

Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God, our King. 

 

“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” (America the Beautiful) 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 

For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain! 
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America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 

Whose stern impassioned stress 

A thoroughfare for freedom beat 

Across the wilderness! 

America! America! 

God mend thine every flaw, 

Confirm thy soul in self-control, 

Thy liberty in law! 

O beautiful for heroes proved 

In liberating strife, 

Who more than self their country loved, 

And mercy more than life! 

America! America! 

May God thy gold refine, 

Till all success be nobleness, 

And every gain divine! 

O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam, 

Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

Greeting Psalm 145:1-2 

P I will extol you, my God and King, 

 and bless your name forever and ever. 

C   Every day I will bless you 

 and praise your name forever and ever.  

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Hymn 604 I Bind unto Myself Today 
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Text: attr. Patrick, c. 372–466; tr. Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95 
Tune: Irish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our 

days. Be our strength and support amid the wearisome changes of 

this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full 

joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9–12 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 

 

C Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of 

God!* 

 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | 

his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are | all things.* 

 To him be glory forever. | Amen. 

Epistle Romans 7:14–25a 

 14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under 

sin. 15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 

but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 

with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin 

that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, 

that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the 

ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 

not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is 

no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 

hand. 22For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in 

my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and 

making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 11:25–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  

 
  

 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 

understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me 

by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 

knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 

Sit 

Children’s Message & VBS Recognition  
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Hymn of the Day  684 Come unto Me, Ye Weary 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  

"Come All Weary from the Conflict" 

(Romans 7 & Matthew 11) 

Pastor Espinosa 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 
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     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P That we may find rest in the work of Christ alone, and be 

encouraged by the knowledge of eternal life, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For pastors who faithfully proclaim the things that the Lord has 

hidden from the wise and understanding, that His Word would 

continue to grow and flourish in us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our homes, that our heavenly Father would be the companion 

of those who are alone, the strength of husbands and wives, and 

the blessing of parents as they catechize their children; and that He 

would preserve our families from every plague and evil, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the United States of America as she celebrates 250 years of 

independence and nationhood, that God would grant her good 

and wise government and sustain her in peace and security, 

especially so that the Holy Gospel may be confessed openly and 

received gladly, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the celebrations of this milestone, that they may unite our 

country as a people and cause us to renew our commitment to the 
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public good; and that all Christians would give respect, honor and 

love where each is due, as servants of Christ in this world whose 

eternal citizenship is in heaven, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those weary and heavy-laden with tribulations or illnesses, 

[especially _____________,] that they would be blessed with the 

knowledge of His easy yoke and light burden and find rest in the 

Lord, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who receive the Sacrament, that with penitent hearts and 

a common confession of faith, they may be freed by the blood of 

His eternal covenant, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 

us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

Offering 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 159 
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+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+ 

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the 

mysteries (1st Corinthians 4:1) to serve only those who share in a common 

confession. If you are still learning about our confession and not yet 

confirmed, you may come forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your 

arms over your chest. Pastor would love to meet with you to prepare you to 

receive the Holy Sacrament.     

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day 

overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
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feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
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Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 
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605 Father Welcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 
Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
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763 When Peace, like a River 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 

 

 

 
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 
Text and tune: Public domain 

"God Bless Our Native Land" 

God bless our native land; 

Firm may she ever stand 

Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, 

Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do Thou our country save 

By Thy great might. 

For her our prayers shall rise 

To God above the skies; 

On Him we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, 

Guarding with watchful eye, 

To Thee aloud we cry, 

God save the State. 

Stand 
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Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
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Patriotic Hymn Postlude 

God bless America, land that I love, 

Stand beside her and guide her thru the night with a light from above. 

From the mountains to the prairies, to the oceans white with foam, 

God bless America, my home sweet home, 

God bless America, my home sweet home.   

Eternal Father!  Strong to save, whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidst the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee for those in peril on the sea. 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword: 

 His truth is marching on. 

Glory, glory, Hallelujah!  Glory, glory, Hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, Hallelujah!  His truth is marching on. 

 

Join us for Bible Study at 11 am!  
Continuing our bible study on the Holy Spirit booklets, join 
Pastor Espinosa for Bible study in the classroom adjoining 
the sanctuary following the 9:30 service. Fellowship begins 

around 11:00 AM.  

Congregational Meeting: Save the Date- July 12  
Congregational Meeting — Sunday, July 12 | ~11:00 AM   

Following the 9:30 AM Service 

All members are invited to a Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, July 12, beginning around 11:00 AM following the 

9:30 AM service. 
The agenda will include: 

• Strategic Plan Update — An overview of the church's 
goals and priorities guiding ministry over the next two years 

• Classical Academy & SPLC Missions Program 
Update — A review of key developments, next steps, and 
current actions 

• Council Member Slate for 2026–2027 — Discussion 
and vote on the proposed slate of Council Members 
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