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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!  

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)         

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  

Sunday, February 1, 2026 

Divine Service:  9:30 am & 2:00 pm (Acapella)   

Mission : To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.        

Vision : To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds.        

Scan the QR Code for Website, Contact Info, Church Events & more:   
  

Welcome to Saint Paul's         

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus 

Christ as He comes to serve and bless 

us through His Word and 

Sacraments. We follow the ancient 

liturgy which draws from the Word of 

God to order and guide our worship. 

Its biblical structure has been used in 

the Christian Church before any 

denominations within Christianity 

existed. Our worship emphasizes 

order, beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy Eucharist and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the Lord is doing at Saint 

Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!       

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:         

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact, 

and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And 

because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him alone – 

have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful because the Holy 

Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to hold to 

our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus everything but 

costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold to it and know 

that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and the power of the 

devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, 
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and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the 

Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and loves their neighbor. 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)         

The Lord’s Supper        

The Holy Sacrament is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 

this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak to one of the 

pastors.       

Prayer Before Divine Service        

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You 

in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the 

preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the 

sake of His name. Amen.               

 

Saint Paul’s Staff:  

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.         

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.       

Vicar: Miles Johnson         

Organist: Gerald Dahlin         

Choir Director: Mark Howard         

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson       

 

   

+ In the Name of Jesus +          
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This Week at Saint Paul’s 

Sunday, February 1 

• 9:30 am Divine Service – “The Light of Mercy” (Micah 6:1–8) 

• 11:00 am Bible Study – Final study on Pastor Espinosa’s book, 

Confessing Christ Through the Creed 

• 2:00 pm Divine Service – Pastor Espinosa, “The Light of Mercy” 

Tuesday, February 3 

• 7:30 pm Online Adult Catechesis – The Sacraments 

Wednesday, February 4 

• 9:00 am Divine Service – Solid Declaration, Article II: “Free Will” 

(continued) 

• 10:00 am Galatians Bible Study (free book provided) 

Thursday, February 5 

• 6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study – St. Matthew’s Gospel 

Looking Ahead: Sunday, February 8 

• 9:30 am Divine Service – Pastor Mueller 

• 11:00 am Bible Study – Parable #25: “Banquet for the Poor” / “The 

Parable of the Feast” (Luke 14:15–24) 

• 2:00 pm Divine Service – Pastor Espinosa, “The Fantastic Fast” 

Ongoing Offerings at Saint Paul’s:  

• Pastor Espinosa is available for pastoral counsel, adult 

instruction, individual confession & absolution, and visitation 

to the sick, immunocompromised, distressed, or hospitalized. 

Pastor also offers house blessings.  

 

• We have two fellowship and Bible Study groups that meet 

once per month. Both groups watch highlight clips of The 

Chosen TV series and then engage in Scripture study. Please 

contact Pastor at 949-379-0883 if interested in any of the 

above events. 😊  
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Prelude Fairest Lord Jesus/As the Deer – Anna Laura Page 

Greeting - Psalm 16:1 

P Keep me safe, my God, 

C  for in you I take refuge. 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Hymn: 592 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here 

 (all stanzas) 
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Kyrie LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers 

that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and 

protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 

temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1–8 

1Hear what the LORD says: 

Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 

 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, 

 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
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 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

 and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 

 and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

 and to walk humbly with your God? 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 15; antiphon: Psalm 16:1 

 

P Keep me safe, | my God,  

    for in you I take | refuge.* 

O LORD, who shall sojourn | in your tent?* 

 Who shall dwell on your | holy hill? 

C He who walks blamelessly and does | what is right* 

 and speaks truth | in his heart; 

P who does not slander with his tongue 

 and does no evil to his | neighbor,* 

 nor takes up a reproach a- | gainst his friend; 

C in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

 but who honors those who | fear the LORD;* 

who swears to his own hurt and | does not change; 
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P who does not put out his money at interest 

 and does not take a bribe against the | innocent.* 

He who does these things shall nev- | er be moved. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son, * 

 and to the Holy | Spirit,  

as it was in the be- | ginning, * 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  

P Keep me safe, | my God, 

    for in you I take | refuge. * 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to 

save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 

wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 

and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men. 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 

according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 

that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human 

being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your 

life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness 
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and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he 

sat down, his disciples came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

shall be satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and 

be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Sit 

Children's Message 

Hymn of the Day:  842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 (all stanzas) 

Sermon 

"The Light of Mercy" 

(Micah 6:1-8) 

Pastor Espinosa 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Christians in their vocations, that they might never be ashamed 

of Christ and Him crucified, but be free to boast in the Lord within 

their callings, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the wisdom of God, that we would not confess the wisdom of 

men, but boldly proclaim Christ and Him crucified for the salvation 

of the world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For families, that our Father in heaven would bless our households 

with grace and protection; and that we might remember Him in 

both joy and trouble and worship before Him forever, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For peace, that the Lord who led His people past pharaoh and 

Balak would provide wise rulers to the nations and protect us from 

tyranny, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who mourn and those who are troubled by sickness and 

affliction, [including _____________,] that the Lord would comfort, 
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heal and deliver according to His good and gracious will, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For holiness, that God who commands us to be holy would 

accomplish the same in the Sacrament of the Altar, granting us 

penitent hearts to receive His Son’s body and blood, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the people of God, that the Lord who knows the way of the 

righteous would preserve them from walking in the counsel of the 

wicked, standing in the way of sinners and sitting in the seat of 

scoffers; and by His grace, cause them to delight in His Holy Word, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 

us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

Offering Andante Tranquillo – Felix Mendelssohn 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 159 
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+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+          
            

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the mysteries (1st Corinthians 

4:1) to serve only those who share in a common confession. If you are still learning about our 

confession and not yet confirmed, you may come forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your 

arms over your chest. Pastor would love to meet with you to prepare you to receive the 

Holy Sacrament.         

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been 

hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made 

known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 

substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness 

of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 
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bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
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Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymns: 

 852 O God of Mercy, God of Might 

 (all stanzas) 

 848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service 

 (all stanzas) 

 683 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me

 (all stanzas) 
Stand 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

Postlude Toccata – Dieterich Buxtehude 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
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General Announcements        
Scout Sunday- February 8th  

This coming Sunday, February 8th is also 'Scout Sunday.' We are asking all 
current and former Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts to come to church in uniform. We 
will bless our scouts as they also represent our congregation in the community. 

We will celebrate our scouts at the 9:30 am Divine Service.  
Thank you, Pastor Espinosa  

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Classical Academy Congregational 
Meeting – March 8 

Please plan to attend our congregational meeting on March 8, where we will 
review the LCEF feasibility study results and other key pertinent information, and 

prayerfully consider updating our current Feasibility Committee to an Advisory 
Committee for the development of Saint Paul’s Lutheran Classical Academy. 

If you would like more information, please contact Debbie 
(council.president@saintpaulsirvine.com) or Mike 

(head.elder@saintpaulsirvine.com). 
Please continue to keep this process and our congregation in your prayers. 

Thank you! 
Bulletin Announcement Update  
In an effort to make our bulletins easier to 

print and more cost-effective, some 
announcements that do not require special 
highlighting or that are repeated weekly will 
now be available via QR code. If you would 

like an emailed copy, are having trouble 
accessing the QR code, or would prefer a 

printed copy, please email 
office@saintpaulsirvine.com!  

 
Upcoming: New Member Sunday – February 22 

We are excited to announce New Member Sunday on February 22. If you 
or someone you know is interested in joining our congregation, please 

contact the pastor at 949-379-0083 for more information. 
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Lenten & Holy Week Sermon Series: The Ten Commandments 

 Join us for our Lenten and Holy Week sermon series centered on the Ten 
Commandments. Each service will focus on Christ and His fulfillment of 
the Law. All services are held at 7:00 p.m. 

Service Schedule 

• February 18 (Ash Wednesday) - 1st Commandment: Fortitude 

(Imposition of Ashes will be offered at the 9:00 a.m. Divine 
Service and the 7:00 p.m. Service of the Word.) 

• February 25 – 2nd Commandment: Discipline 
• March 4 – 3rd Commandment: Allegiance 
• March 11 – 4th Commandment: Justice 
• March 18 – 5th Commandment: Sanctity 
• March 25 – 6th Commandment: Temperance 
• April 2 (Maundy Thursday) – 7th & 8th Commandments: Concord 
• April 3 (Good Friday) – 9th & 10th Commandments: Prudence 
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SERVICE TEAM SCHEDULE      

 
Date         Altar 

Team       

  

Ushers/       
Greeter         

Elders 
on 

Duty         

Welcome 
Table        

Live-
stream   

     
Service 
Team 

Chairs        

Shared 
Role       Mike Padilla        

Mike 
Padilla    

   

Kiu 
Geisler        

Jon 
Steele     

   
       

1st  
2/1/2026     
        

Mei 
Kuntz     

Al Ibrahim,   
Barney Wright     
     

Alex 
Padilla   

Kiu 
Geisler        Jim J.        

    
2nd  

2/8/2026  
       

Elizabeth 
Brothwel
l, Mei 
Kuntz        

Don &    
Elizabeth 
Brothwell        

Michael 
Lange     

Cindy 
Kilduff         
  

Jim J.      
     

 
3rd  

2/15/2026   
    
 

Ali Frank, 
Laura 
Miller  

Bill Frank, Ed 
Miller       

Mark 
Kuntz 

Kiu 
Geisler       

Jon 
Steele       

4th      
2/22/2026   

   

Jeanette 
Dahlin, 
Anne 
Wright      
  

Paul &    
Samuel 
Hines        

Jon 
Steele     
  

Anne 
Wright        

Jon 
Steele      
  

       
                    

    
    

FELLOWSHIP ROTATION        
1st - 2/1/2026           Liana Padilla, Nancy Howard         
2nd- 2/8/2026            Renee Mott, Ann Ashmon          
3rd - 2/15/2026        Jeanette Dahlin, Mary Seltzer         
4th - 2/22/2026       Daisy Minter, Anne Marie Hines       
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