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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!        

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)       

Advent Midweek Service  

Wednesday, December 10, 2025 – 7:00 pm    
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.       

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.     

Vicar: Miles Johnson       

Organist: Gerald Dahlin       

Choir Director: Mark Howard       

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson      

Office: 949-599-4760       

Website: www.saintpaulsirvine.com        

Email: office@saintpaulsirvine.com       

Concordia University Irvine – Spectrum Campus       

16355 Laguna Canyon Rd       

Irvine, CA 92618       

Mission : To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of God's 

grace.      

Vision : To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds.      

Service Offerings        

▪ Sunday Divine Service at 9:30 am   

▪ Fellowship in Café 10:30 am     

▪ Adult Bible Study at 11:00 am     

▪ Midweek Services – Wednesday’s at 7:00 PM   

Welcome to Saint Paul's       

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and 

bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient liturgy 

which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our worship. Its 

biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church before any 

denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship emphasizes order, 

beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy Eucharist on Sundays 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the Lord is doing at 

Saint Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!     

  

  

http://www.saintpaulsirvine.com/
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This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:       

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact, 

and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And 

because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him alone – 

have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful because the Holy 

Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to hold to 

our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus everything but 

costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold to it and know 

that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and the power of the 

devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the 

Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and loves their neighbor. 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)       

Prayer Before Service      

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You 

in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the 

preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the 

sake of His name. Amen.             

+ In the Name of Jesus +      

Prelude   

Service of Light 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 



3 | P a g e  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Psalmody 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, 

and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified 

minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the 

whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

Hymn: 331 The Advent of Our King 
 (all stanzas) 

Readings 

Reading Malachi 3:1–7b 

L A reading from Malachi, chapter 3. 

 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before 

me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; 

and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s 

fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 

and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 

and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the 

days of old and as in former years. 

 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness 

against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 

falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 

widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, 

and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, 

are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned 

aside from my statutes and have not kept them.” 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

Sermon Hymn: 336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 (all stanzas) 

Sermon 

Series: "Our Advent God" 

Part 2 of 3: "Immutable" (Malachi 3:1-7b) 

Pastor Espinosa 

Introduction: The Challenge of Change 

Part 1: The Lord Refines: When Change is Good. (vs 2-4) 

Part 2: Good Change Contrary to the World. (v 5) 

Part 3: Good Change by the Changeless One. (v 6) 

Conclusion: Remaining Unchanged through Change (v 7: a-b) 

Canticle 

Stand 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Sit 

Offering 

Prayer 

Stand 

Litany LSB 249 

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends 

so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and 

congregation. 
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld 

and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 

here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

 

 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus LSB 252 

 

 

Benediction LSB 252 

 

 

Closing Hymn: 919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus
 (all stanzas) 

Postlude 

Acknowledgments 

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Coming Up:  
Save the Date: Fellowship Christmas Brunch – December 21st  
Join us after the service on December 21 for our annual Fellowship 

Christmas Brunch! A sign-up sheet will be available following today’s 
service. This special potluck brunch is always a highlight of the season—
not only because of the delicious dishes, but because of the warm, festive 
ambiance that Renee Mott and the Fellowship Team create. Expect a joyful 

spread, a cozy atmosphere, a Nativity-themed photo booth with 
costumes, and plenty of Christmas carols to sing together!  

All are welcome to bring a hot or cold dish to share.  
If you have any questions, feel free to talk to Renee or Jackie, or email the 
office at office@saintpaulsirvine.com. Come celebrate the season with 

food, fellowship, and joy!            

Congregational Meeting December 14   
The topics for this meeting are:   

1. Nominations for Synodical President and Regional Vice 
President  
2. Results of last August's worship survey  
3. Amplify software update  
4. Financial report  

Thank you for your attention to church business and your commitment to 
engaging with the congregation. We look forward to our meeting scheduled 
for December 14.  
Your Sister-in-Christ, serving Saint Paul’s—Debbie Dannemeyer  

Service Dates to Know   
As we enter this joyful season of thanksgiving and anticipation, we invite 
you to join us for these special services as we prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Christ:   

    Advent Midweek Series: Our Advent God   
Wednesday at 7:00 PM   

December 17 – Rejoicing (Zephaniah 3:14–20)   

       Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   
Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 PM   

          Christmas Day Festival Service   
Thursday, December 25 at 9:30 AM   

 

mailto:office@saintpaulsirvine.com

