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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!    

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)           

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 18, 2026   
Midweek Service: 7:00 pm  

     

Mission : To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.          

Vision : To share the Truth and Love 

of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds.          

Scan the QR Code for Website, 

Contact Info, Church Events & 

more:     
    

Welcome to Saint Paul's           

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus 

Christ as He comes to serve and bless 

us through His Word and Sacraments. 

We follow the ancient liturgy which draws from the Word of God to order 

and guide our worship. Its biblical structure has been used in the 

Christian Church before any denominations within Christianity existed. 

Our worship emphasizes order, beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate 

the Holy Eucharist and receive the body and blood of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what 

the Lord is doing at Saint Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!         

 

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:           

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact, 

and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And 

because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him alone – 

have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful because the Holy 

Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to hold to 

our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus everything 

but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold to it and 

know that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and the power 
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of the devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the forgiveness of sins, 

life, and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation!  That's the 

Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and loves their neighbor. 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)        

    

Prayer Before Service          

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You 

in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the 

preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the 

sake of His name. Amen.                 

 

Saint Paul’s Staff:    

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.            

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.          

Vicar: Miles Johnson           

Organist: Gerald Dahlin           

Choir Director: Mark Howard           

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson         

 

Lenten & Holy Week Service Schedule:   

Sermon Series- The Ten Commandments    
Join us for our Lenten and Holy Week sermon series centered 
on the Ten Commandments. Each service will focus on Christ 

and His fulfillment of the Law.   

All services are held at 7:00 p.m.   

Service Schedule: 

• Today- February 18 (Ash Wednesday) - 1st 

Commandment: Fortitude    
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• February 25 – 2nd Commandment: Discipline    

• March 4 – 3rd Commandment: Allegiance    

• March 11 – 4th Commandment: Justice    

• March 18 – 5th Commandment: Sanctity    

• March 25 – 6th Commandment: Temperance    

• April 2 (Maundy Thursday) – 7th & 8th 

Commandments: Concord   

• April 3 (Good Friday) – 9th & 10th 

Commandments: Prudence    

Easter Sunday- Divine Services *  
1st Service – 8:00 AM   

2nd  Service – 10:30 AM  

 
 * fellowship & egg hunt in between services, more information 

to come!         

 

 

+ In the Name of Jesus +            

 

 

Imposition of Ashes will begin prior to the service. 
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Prelude 

Service of Light 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 
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Sit 

Psalmody 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

L Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made 

and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and 

contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
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Office Hymn:     665 Be Strong in the Lord 

Readings 

First Reading Exodus 20:1–6 

L A reading from Exodus, chapter 20. 

  

 1And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 

the house of slavery. 

 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
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 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD 

your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children 

to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Daniel 3 

L A reading from Daniel, chapter 3. 

 1King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was 

sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, 

in the province of Babylon. 2Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather 

the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the 

treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the 

provinces to come to the dedication of the image that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3Then the satraps, the prefects, and the 

governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, 

and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the 

image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before 

the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4And the herald 

proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and 

languages, 5that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 

trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and 

worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6And 

whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into 

a burning fiery furnace.” 7Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard 

the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind 

of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and 

worshiped the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 8Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and 

maliciously accused the Jews. 9They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, 

“O king, live forever! 10You, O king, have made a decree, that every man 

who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 

every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. 
11And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a 

burning fiery furnace. 12There are certain Jews whom you have 
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appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; 

they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you 

have set up.” 

 13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men 

before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it 

true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my 

gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15Now if you are 

ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 

bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image 

that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall 

immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god 

who will deliver you out of my hands?” 

 16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, 

“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17If 

this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 

burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 
18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your 

gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his 

face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He 

ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually 

heated. 20And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning 

fiery furnace. 21Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, 

their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the 

burning fiery furnace. 22Because the king’s order was urgent and the 

furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23And these three men, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. 

 24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. 

He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into 

the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25He 

answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst 

of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is 

like a son of the gods.” 

 26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery 

furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of 

the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, 
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Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the satraps, the 

prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together 

and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those 

men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not 

harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28Nebuchadnezzar 

answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who 

trusted in him, and set aside the king’s command, and yielded up their 

bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 
29Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that 

speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is 

no other god who is able to rescue in this way.” 30Then the king 

promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of 

Babylon. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

Sermon 

1st Commandment: “Fortitude” 

Pastor Espinosa 

Canticle 

Stand 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Sit 

Offering 

Prayer 

Stand 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
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commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Stand 

Benedicamus LSB 252 
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Benediction LSB 252 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn:  918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 
Acknowledgments 

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

Announcements:  
We joyfully invite all members of Saint Paul’s to attend 

the Holy Baptism of Javier Vergara!  
Javier will be baptized at Light of Christ Lutheran Church  

Date: Saturday, February 21  
Time: 2:00 p.m.  

Address: 18182 Culver Drive, Irvine, CA 92612  
Please join us as we celebrate God’s gift of new life in Christ and 
welcome Javier into the family of faith. Your presence and prayers 
are a blessing to the Vergara family and to our entire church 
community.  

We hope you can come and rejoice with us!  
Upcoming: New Member Sunday – February 22    

We are excited to announce New Member Sunday on February 22. 
If you or someone you know is interested in joining our 

congregation, please contact the pastor at 949-379-0083 for more 
information.   

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Classical Academy Congregational 
Meeting – March 8    

Please plan to attend our congregational meeting on March 8, where 
we will review the LCEF feasibility study results and other key 

pertinent information, and prayerfully consider updating our current 
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Feasibility Committee to an Advisory Committee for the 
development of Saint Paul’s Lutheran Classical Academy.    
If you would like more information, please contact Debbie 

(council.president@saintpaulsirvine.com) or Mike 
(head.elder@saintpaulsirvine.com).    

Please continue to keep this process and our congregation in your prayers. 
Thank you!    

        Easter Egg Hunt Update – Candy 
Donations Needed! 

We’re getting ready for a joyful Easter 
celebration, and we’d love your help! 
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt is coming 
soon, and we are collecting individually 
wrapped candy donations to fill eggs 
for our children’s event. 

       Candy donations may be dropped off at the church by 
 March 27, 2026. 

Would you rather give online? You can make a donation through our 
Amplify Giving Portal by scanning the QR code or visiting the link 
provided.  

Your generosity helps make this Easter a fun and memorable 
experience for our church family — thank you for supporting our 
children’s ministry! 

Questions? Please contact Traci Espinosa directly at  
281-627-2646. 

 
 


