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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!   

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)          

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany   

Sunday, February 8, 2026  

Divine Service:  9:30 am & 2:00 pm (Acapella)    

Mission : To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.         

Vision : To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds.         

Scan the QR Code for Website, Contact 

Info, Church Events & more:    
   

Welcome to Saint Paul's          

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus 

Christ as He comes to serve and bless us 

through His Word and Sacraments. We 

follow the ancient liturgy which draws 

from the Word of God to order and guide 

our worship. Its biblical structure has 

been used in the Christian Church before 

any denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship emphasizes 

order, beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy Eucharist and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the Lord is doing at Saint 

Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!        

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:          

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact, 

and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And 

because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him alone – 

have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful because the Holy 

Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to hold to 

our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus everything but 

costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold to it and know 

that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and the power of the 

devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, 



2 | P a g e  

 

and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the 

Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and loves their neighbor. 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)          

The Lord’s Supper         

The Holy Sacrament is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 

this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak to one of the 

pastors.        

Prayer Before Divine Service         

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You 

in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the 

preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the 

sake of His name. Amen.                

  

Saint Paul’s Staff:   

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.          

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.        

Vicar: Miles Johnson          

Organist: Gerald Dahlin          

Choir Director: Mark Howard          

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson        

     

+ In the Name of Jesus +           
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This Week at Saint Paul’s 

Sunday, February 8 

• 9:30 am Divine Service – Pastor Mueller  

• 11:00 am Study – adult catechesis class & refresher all welcome!  

• 2:00 pm Divine Service – Pastor Espinosa 

Wednesday, February 11 

• 9:00 am Divine Service – Pastor Espinosa 

• 10:00 am Galatians Bible Study (free book provided)  

Thursday, February 12 

• 6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study – St. Matthew’s Gospel  

Looking Ahead: 

Sunday, February 15 

• 9:30 am Divine Service – Pastor Espinosa  

• 11:00 am Bible Study – Parable #25: “Banquet for the Poor” / “The 

Parable of the Feast” (Luke 14:15–24)  

• 2:00 pm Divine Service – Pastor Espinosa 

Ongoing Offerings at Saint Paul’s:   

• Pastor Espinosa is available for pastoral counsel, adult 

instruction, individual confession & absolution, and visitation 

to the sick, immunocompromised, distressed, or hospitalized. 

Pastor also offers house blessings.   

• We have two fellowship and Bible Study groups that meet 

once per month. Both groups watch highlight clips of The 

Chosen TV series and then engage in Scripture study. Please 

contact Pastor at 949-379-0883 if interested in any of the 

above events.          
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Prelude                                I Love to Tell the Story – Robert A Hobby 

Greeting 

P Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; 

C he is gracious, merciful, and righteous.  

- Psalm 112:4 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Hymn: 578 Thy Strong Word 
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 (all stanzas) 

Kyrie LSB 168 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith 

that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be 

defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 58:3–9a 

3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 

 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of 

it?’ 

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, 

 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to hit with a wicked fist. 

Fasting like yours this day 

 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day for a person to humble himself? 

Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 

 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 
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 and a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

 to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before you; 

 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

 

C Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

 Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1–12 

 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to 

you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided 

to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and 

my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, 

but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith might 

not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
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 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to 

pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which 

God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this 

age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

 nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 

searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For who knows a 

person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So 

also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 

God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 

who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us 

by God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 
  

 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 

taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 

anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 
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 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 

and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 

have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to 

you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass 

from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one 

of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 

same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does 

them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 

and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 

Sit 

Children's Message - "Scout Blessing" 

Hymn of the Day: 427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 (all stanzas) 

Sermon- 9:30 am   

“Nothing But Christ” 

Pastor Mueller  

Sermon- 2:00 pm 

“The Fantastic Fast” 

Pastor Espinosa 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
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     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For counsel and aid for those who cry to the Lord in weakness and 

in need, that the Lord would bless and prosper His Church so that 
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she may be salt and light, giving bold witness to the redemption 

provided in Jesus Christ and giving shape to God’s love by showing 

compassion to all in need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our Synod, her congregations and schools, her pastors, 

teachers, deaconesses, musicians and all her faithful servants, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the Synod convention this summer and those who are making 

preparations, especially those gathering nominations for elected 

office, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our homes, husbands and wives, the children in their care and 

extended family, that the Lord would guide us to serve each other 

in love; and that our homes would become places of blessing and 

peace where God’s Word is spoken, forgiveness is shown and love 

is demonstrated in word and deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the rulers of this age whom God has placed in authority, that 

they may fulfill their duties in wisdom, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick, the suffering, the grieving and the dying, [especially 

_____________,] that they would receive healing, relief, comfort and 

peace according to the Lord’s will; and that they would be 

delivered from their afflictions, sustained in their struggles and be 

granted patience in their adversities, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who commune this day, that Christ, whose righteousness 

goes before us and whose glory is our rearguard, would visit His 

people at the altar with grace and salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the mind of Christ, that we would not dismiss His gifts as folly, 

but judge and discern all things according to His wisdom, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of Your mercy. 

Supply us with all things needed and beneficial to us and to our 

faith, and keep from us all things harmful, that we may rest our 

fears in You and be granted a clear conscience and peace; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

 

Offering I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb – Donald Rottermund 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+          
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1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the mysteries 

(1st Corinthians 4:1) to serve only those who share in a common confession. If 

you are still learning about our confession and not yet confirmed, you may come 

forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest. Pastor 

would love to meet with you to prepare you to receive the Holy Sacrament.          

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 177 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been 

hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made 

known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 

substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness 

of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
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the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 180 
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Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 

 782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 (all stanzas) 

 560 Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed 

 (all stanzas) 

 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 (all stanzas) 

Stand 

Thank the Lord LSB 181 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Postlude  Intermezzo – Hermann Schroeder 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
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General Announcements         
Ash Wednesday | February 18 

Join us as we begin the Lenten journey with the theme  
“1st Commandment: Fortitude.” 

Imposition of Ashes will be offered at 9:00 a.m. Divine Service 
and 7:00 p.m. Service of the Word. 

Lenten & Holy Week Sermon Series: The Ten 
Commandments  

Join us for our Lenten and Holy Week sermon series centered on the 
Ten Commandments. Each service will focus on Christ and His 

fulfillment of the Law. All services are held at 7:00 p.m. 
Service Schedule  

• February 18 (Ash Wednesday) - 1st 
Commandment: Fortitude  

(Imposition of Ashes will be offered at the 9:00 a.m. 
Divine Service and the 7:00 p.m. Service of the Word.)  

• February 25 – 2nd Commandment: Discipline  
• March 4 – 3rd Commandment: Allegiance  
• March 11 – 4th Commandment: Justice  
• March 18 – 5th Commandment: Sanctity  
• March 25 – 6th Commandment: Temperance  
• April 2 (Maundy Thursday) – 7th & 8th 
Commandments: Concord  

April 3 (Good Friday) – 9th & 10th Commandments: Prudence  
Upcoming: New Member Sunday – February 22  

We are excited to announce New Member Sunday on February 22. 
If you or someone you know is interested in joining our 

congregation, please contact the pastor at 949-379-0083 for more 
information. 

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Classical Academy Congregational 
Meeting – March 8  

Please plan to attend our congregational meeting on March 8, where we 
will review the LCEF feasibility study results and other key pertinent 
information, and prayerfully consider updating our current Feasibility 
Committee to an Advisory Committee for the development of Saint 

Paul’s Lutheran Classical Academy.  
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If you would like more information, please contact Debbie 
(council.president@saintpaulsirvine.com) or Mike 

(head.elder@saintpaulsirvine.com).  
Please continue to keep this process and our congregation in your prayers. 

Thank you!  
Calling All Young Adults : 

We invite all Young Adults to fill out the 
survey by scanning the QR Code. Also, if 
you know of any Young Adults who would 
be interested in our Young Adults group, 

please share the survey with them. 
Follow us on Instagram @splclamplight 

Bulletin Announcement Update   
In an effort to make our bulletins easier to print 

and more cost-effective, some announcements 
that do not require special highlighting or that are 

repeated weekly will now be available via QR 
code. If you would like an emailed copy, are 

having trouble accessing the QR code, or would 
prefer a printed copy, please email 

office@saintpaulsirvine.com!    
Lenten & Holy Week Sermon Series: The Ten Commandments  
Join us for our Lenten and Holy Week sermon series centered on the Ten 
Commandments. Each service will focus on Christ and His fulfillment of 
the Law. All services are held at 7:00 p.m.  
Service Schedule  

• February 18 (Ash Wednesday) - 1st 
Commandment: Fortitude  

(Imposition of Ashes will be offered at the 9:00 a.m. Divine 
Service and the 7:00 p.m. Service of the Word.)  

• February 25 – 2nd Commandment: Discipline  
• March 4 – 3rd Commandment: Allegiance  
• March 11 – 4th Commandment: Justice  
• March 18 – 5th Commandment: Sanctity  
• March 25 – 6th Commandment: Temperance  
• April 2 (Maundy Thursday) – 7th & 8th 
Commandments: Concord  
• April 3 (Good Friday) – 9th & 10th 
Commandments: Prudence  
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SERVICE TEAM SCHEDULE       
  

Date          Altar 
Team          

Ushers/        
Greeter          

Elders 
on 

Duty       
   

Welcom
e 

Table         

Live-
stream     

    

Service 
Team 
Chairs         

Shared 
Role        

Mike 
Padilla         

Mike 
Padilla   
     

Kiu 
Geisler      
   

Jon 
Steele       
  

     
2nd   

2/8/2026   
        

Elizabeth 
Brothwell, 
Mei 
Kuntz         

Don &     
Elizabeth 
Brothwell         

Michael 
Lange      

Cindy 
Kilduff        
    

Jim J.       
      

  
3rd   

2/15/2026   
     
  

Ali Frank, 
Laura 
Miller   

Bill Frank, Ed 
Miller        

Mark 
Kuntz  

Kiu 
Geisler      
  

Jon 
Steele        

4th       
2/22/2026   

    

Jeanette 
Dahlin, 
Anne 
Wright         

Paul &     
Samuel 
Hines         

John 
Church  
    

Anne 
Wright       
  

Jon 
Steele         

        
1st   

3/1/2026      
         

Mei 
Kuntz      

Al Ibrahim,    
Barney Wright  
         

Bruce 
Danne-
meyer    

Kiu 
Geisler      
   

Jim J.         

        
                           

     
     

FELLOWSHIP ROTATION         
2nd- 2/8/2026             Renee Mott, Ann Ashmon           
3rd - 2/15/2026         Jeanette Dahlin, Mary Seltzer          
4th - 2/22/2026        Daisy Minter, Anne Marie Hines        
1st - 3/1/2026       

     
Liana Padilla, Nancy Howard          

 


