Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)
Second Sunday of Easter

Sunday, April 12, 2026

Divine Service:9:30 am & 2:00 pm (acapella)

Mission : To foster the freedom
and love we share in Christ to the
community by nurturing faith in
Him through tangible expressions
of God's grace.

Vision: To share the Truth and
Love of Christ to all ages, cultures,
and backgrounds.

Scan the QR Code for Website,
Contact Info, Church Events &
more:

Welcome to Saint Paul's

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and
bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient liturgy
which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our worship. Its
biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church before any
denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship emphasizes order,
beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy Eucharist and receive
the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the Lord is doing at Saint
Paul's, and it is ourgreat joyto serve you!

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus
gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact,
and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And
because Christ defeated death, you too — as you trust in Him alone —
have eternal life. This isthe Good News. It is so powerful because the Holy
Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to hold to
our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus everything
but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold to it and
know that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and the
power of the devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the forgiveness
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of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new

creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and
loves their neighbor. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life." John 3:16)

The Lord’s Supper
The Holy Sacrament is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words,
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily
do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession
of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet
instructed, are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak to one of the
pastors.

Prayer Before Divine Service

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You
in spirit and in truth, | humbly pray that You would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that | may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus
Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the
sake of His name. Amen.

Saint Paul’s Staff:

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.
Assistant Pastor:Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.
Vicar: Miles Johnson
Organist: Gerald Dahlin
Choir Director:Mark Howard
Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson
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This Week at Saint Paul’s:

Second Sunday of Easter, April 12:

e 9:30 am: "Imperishable Inheritance"
e 11:00 am: Bible Study: "The Names of Jesus"
e 2 pm: "Imperishable Inheritance”

Tuesday, April 14:

e 7:30 am: Patron's Men's Bible Study, Matthew Chapter 2
(Corona del Mar)

e 5:30 pm: The Chosen Group 1 at Pastor & Traci's house
Wednesday, April 15:

e 9:00 am: Divine Service: Solid Declaration Article IlI: The
Righteousness of Faith Before God

e 10:00 am: Bible Study, Galatians
Thursday, April 16:

e 5:30 pm: Adult Instruction Class on God the Holy Spirit
(online)
e 6:30 pm: Men's Bible Study on Matthew (Mission Viejo)

Saturday, April 18:

e 8:30 am: Elders Mtg.
e 10:30 am: Parish Council Mtg.

Third Sunday of Easter, April 19:

e 9:30 am: Rev. Dr. Mueller preaching
e 11:00 am: Bible Study Vicar Miles Johnson Missions (Part 1)

e 2:00 pm: Matins with Vicar Miles Johnson (Sermon: C.F.W.
Walther on John 10:12-16)

+ In the Name of Jesus +
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Prelude Prelude and Fugue in C -- JS Bach
Greeting
[P) Let them praise the name of the Lorb,

for his name alone is ex-alted;
his majesty is above earth and heaven.
- Psalm 148:13

Confession and Absolution
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the ;- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Entrance Hymn: 487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
(all stanzas)
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Kyrie LSB 168
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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© And al - so with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord's
resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation
that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Sit
First Reading Acts 5:29-42

29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather
than men. *°The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by
hanging him on a tree. ¥God exalted him at his right hand as Leader
and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who obey him."

3When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them.
3*But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law
held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the
men outside for a little while. **And he said to them, “Men of Israel,
take care what you are about to do with these men. *For before these
days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of
men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. *’After him Judas
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the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of
the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were
scattered. *So in the present case | tell you, keep away from these men
and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will
fail; *°but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You
might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, “*and
when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. #'Then they
left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. “>And every day, in the temple
and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching
Jesus as the Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 148; antiphon: v. 13
f) 4 L * p—
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(P) Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is ex- | alted;*

his majesty is above earth and | heaven.

Praise the LORD!

Praise the LORD from the | heavens;*
praise him | in the heights!

Praise him, all his | angels;*
praise him, | all his hosts!

(P) Praise him, | sun and moon,*
praise him, all you | shining stars!
Praise him, you highest | heavens,*
and you waters above the | heavens!

(P) Let them praise the name | of the LOrRD!*
For he commanded and they were cre- | ated.
And he established them forever and | ever;*
he gave a decree, and it shall not | pass away.
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(P} Praise the LorD | from the earth,*
you great sea creatures and | all deeps,
fire and hail, | snow and mist,*
stormy wind fulfill- | ing his word!

(P} Mountains and | all hills,*
fruit trees and all | cedars!

Beasts and all | livestock,*
creeping things and | flying birds!

(P) Kings of the earth and all | peoples,*
princes and all rulers | of the earth!

Young men and maidens to- | gether,*
old men and | children!

(P) Let them praise the name of the LoRD,
for his name alone is ex- | alted;*
his majesty is above earth and | heaven.
He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for | all his saints,*
for the people of Israel who are near to him. | Praise the Lorp!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy | Spirit,

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever.| Amen.

(P) Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is ex- | alted;*
his majesty is above earth and | heaven.

Epistle 1 Peter 1:3-9

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According
to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, *to an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, *who by God's power are being guarded through faith
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. °In this you rejoice,
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by
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various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do
not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 20:19-31

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
[} | | |

| N |
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

"0On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” ®When
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 2'Jesus said to them again,
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending
you.” #And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2*If you forgive the sins of anyone, they
are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

*Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. ©So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, | will never believe.”
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“Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” ®Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!" #Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.”

*%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; *'but these are written so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day: 553 O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire
(all stanzas)

Sermon

"Imperishable Inheritance"

Pastor Espinosa

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
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He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

(P} In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P] For God's people, that we may shed our doubts and come joyfully
before God like the apostle Thomas, who saw, believed and
rejoiced in the power of Christ's resurrection, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For all pastors as they preach and teach the Word, that all who
hear may believe and that, believing, they may live in righteousness
and godliness before the world until Christ returns, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For our homes, that Christ would give them peace and enliven
them with His resurrected life; that He would cause the forgiveness
of sins to reign among husbands and wives, parents and children;
and that He would assure those who live alone that they, too, are
His children, upheld by His right hand, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the nations, that they would embrace the Gospel of the
resurrected Christ; and that wicked power would be curbed and all
rulers brought to the feet of Jesus in worship, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the troubled in our midst, that Christ's wounds would continue

to bring His gladness, peace and comforting presence to His
disciples [especially J; and for those who weep,
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[especially ] that in the difficult night of this world they
would confidently expect the blessed joy of Easter morning, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P] For all who commune today, that God would give us contrition and
faith, unite us in our confession of His truth, and so bring us
worthily to eat and to drink Christ's body and blood for our
forgiveness and life, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For patience and endurance in Christ, that we may have the
privilege not only of believing in Him, but also of suffering for His
sake, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) O Lord, heavenly Father, give us all things good and beneficial to
us and to our salvation, and keep us from all things harmful;
through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Savior, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Offering Jesus, Priceless Treasure -- JS Bach
Stand

Offertory LSB 176
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you,O Je-ru-sa-lem.

+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the
mysteries (1st Corinthians 4:1) to serve only those who share in a common
confession. If you are still learning about our confession and not yet confirmed,
you may come forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms over your
chest. Pastor would love to meet with you to prepare you to receive the Holy

Sacrament.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 177
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P The Lord be  with you.

And al-so  with you.

~—— N
(P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
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) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You
on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with
Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *} body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me."
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180

(Pl The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Sit
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Distribution

482 This Joyful Eastertide
(all stanzas)

474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen
(all stanzas)

475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing

(all stanzas)
Stand
Thank the Lord LSB 181
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ja, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Benediction LSB 183
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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Postlude Toccata -- Dieterich Buxtehude
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General Announcements

Please consider volunteering for Altar Guild.
The Altar Guild is a ministry dedicated to the preparation and care of|
the sanctuary and all elements used in worship,
especially Holy Communion. Members prepare the altar before
services, set out bread and wine, care for sacred vessels and linens,
change paraments according to the church year, and ensure
the worship space is orderly and welcoming. Serving quietly behind
the scenes, the Altar Guild supports the congregation’s worship life
with prayerful attention to detail and respect for the sacredness of
Word and Sacrament. As an Altar Guild volunteer, the
commitment is to prepare the sanctuary once per month prior to
Sunday morning service and cleanup after. We generally
meet biannually to organize and plan for the church year. If you
would like to volunteer, please let an Altar Guild member or Mike

Padilla know. Training will be provided.

Music is the art of the prophets and the gift of God.
— Martin Luther

Upcoming Special Music at St. Paul’s
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Sunday, April 19, 2026 - 9:30 a.m. Service
Join us for a special worship service featuring guest musicians:
Concordia University Irvine Handbell Quintet

This beautiful musical offering will enhance our worship and
celebrate the gifts of sacred music.
Don’t miss this special worship service!

Interested in sharing your musical talents in voice or instrument?
Contact Mark Howard at 714.423.6460 or
markahoward@sbcglobal.net

Stay in the Know — Scan the QR Code!
We’re making our bulletins easier to print and more cost-effective!
Many weekly announcements and ongoing updates will now be
available through our QR code.
Be sure to scan the QR code each
= week for the latest news, upcoming events,
sign-ups, and important updates. It’s the
best way to stay current — and if you think
you might have missed something, check
the QR code first!

Prefer an emailed copy? Having trouble
accessing the QR code? Would you rather
receive a printed version? We’re happy to help! Just
email office@saintpaulsirvine.com and we’ll make sure you get
what you need.

Stay connected and don’t miss a thing!
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Save the Date - Saint Paul’s VBS is Back!

Saint Paul’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) is returning this
summer! Mark your calendars for June 29 - July 3 at Irvine
Regional Park, just as we’ve joyfully done in past years.

\VBS is a fun, Christ-centered week designed for children to grow in
faith through songs, lessons, crafts, games, and fellowship. We’re
excited to bring this ministry back—and to begin forming our VBS
Leadership Team.

)As we begin planning in the coming months, we need volunteers! If
lyou feel called to share your time and talents, please reach out to
our Head Elder, Mike Padilla head.elder@saintpaulsirvine.com, who
will be helping coordinate the effort. Thank you for considering how
lyou might support this wonderful ministry!

Volunteer Opportunities at Saint Paul’s
Saint Paul’s has several meaningful opportunities for members to
serve and get involved. If you’ve been looking for a way to use your
gifts, now is the perfect time!
\We currently have openings for:
e Evangelism Director
This role focuses on organization and communication—no
direct evangelism required. The goal is simply to help
coordinate our “Circle of Friends” outreach and keep records
for follow-up.
¢ Youth Director
e Altar Guild Members (see above earlier announcement)
e Vacation Bible School Volunteers (see above)
If you are interested in finding your place to serve at Saint Paul’s,
please contact: Jackie Johnson
(Admin): office@saintpaulsirvine.com or Mike Padilla (Presiding
Elder): head.elder@saintpaulsirvine.com
We would love to help you connect with a role where your gifts can
bless our community!
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SERVICE TEAM SCHEDULE

|Date Altar |Ushers/ Elderson | Welcome | Live-
Team Duty Table stream
Greeter
Service . .
Team Shared g’:;?lla Mike Iggisler Sigele
Chairs Role Padilla
2nd . Don & . .
4/12/2026 [F123P8tN I abeth [ Michael Cindy Jim J.
Brothwell Lange Kilduff
Brothwell
ol f;IuFr;ank, Bill Frank, ECIJohn Church Kiu Jon Steele
4/19/2026 | .. Miller Geisler
Miller
sl Help gzl;':t,l&el John Church |Luke Pierik {Jon Steele
4/26/2026 |Needed .
Hines
1 Jeanette 'IAE)lrahim Bruce Anne
5/3/2026 Dahlin Barney Dannemeyer |Wright Jim J.
Wright

FELLOWSHIP ROTATION

20 -4/12/2026

Renee Mott, Ann Ashmon

3+—4/19/2026

Jeanette Dahlin, Mary Seltzer

A—4/26/2026

Daisy Minter, Anne Marie Hines

1t-5/3/2026

Liana Padilla, Nancy Howard
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