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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!      

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)             

Good Friday 

Friday, April 3, 2026     

Morning Service:  9:00 am 

Mission : To foster the freedom 

and love we share in Christ to 

the community by nurturing 

faith in Him through tangible 

expressions of God's grace.            

Vision : To share the Truth and 

Love of Christ to all ages, 

cultures, and backgrounds.            

Scan the QR Code for Website, 

Contact Info, Church Events & 

more:           

Welcome to Saint Paul's              

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and 

bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient liturgy 

which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our worship. Its 

biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church before any 

denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship emphasizes order, 

beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy Eucharist and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the Lord is doing at Saint 

Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!            

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:              

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact, 

and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And 

because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him alone – 

have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful because the Holy 

Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to hold to 

our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus everything 

but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold to it and 

know that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and the 
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power of the devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the forgiveness 

of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and 

loves their neighbor. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life." (John 3:16)             

Prayer Before Divine Service            

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You 

in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the 

preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the 

sake of His name. Amen.                   

Saint Paul’s Staff:       

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.              

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.            

Vicar: Miles Johnson             

Organist: Gerald Dahlin             

Choir Director: Mark Howard             

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson            

Holy Week at Saint Paul’s 

Good Friday, April 3 

• 9:00 am: Morning Service: 9th and 10th Commandments: 
Prudence 

• 7:00 pm: Evening Service: 9th and 10th Commandments: 
Prudence 

The High Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord:  Sunday, April 5 

• 8 am: Divine Service: "Raised with Christ" (Colossians 3:1-
4) 

• 9:30 am: Easter Breakfast Potluck AND Easter Egg Hunt 
for the Children 

• 10:30 am: Divine Service: "Raised with Christ" (Colossians 
3:1-4)  

+ In the Name of Jesus + 



3 | P a g e  

 

Stand 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 

Psalmody 
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Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sit 

Office Hymn: 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted

 (all stanzas) 

Readings 
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Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1–21 

L A reading from Exodus, chapter 20. 

 1And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery. 

 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 

 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 

is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or 

serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 

generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to 

thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

 8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall 

labor, and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the 

LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or 

your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your 

livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11For in six days the 

LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 

rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day 

and made it holy. 

 12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in 

the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

 13“You shall not murder. 

 14“You shall not commit adultery. 

 15“You shall not steal. 

 16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  

 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 

your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his 

ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”  

 18Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of 

lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the 

people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off 19and said to 

Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to 

us, lest we die.” 20Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has 

come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may 
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not sin.” 21The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick 

darkness where God was. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 Epistle Reading 1 Peter 5:1–11 

L A reading from 1 Peter, chapter 5. 

 1So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 

the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going 

to be revealed: 2shepherd the flock of God that is among you, 

exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would 

have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3not domineering over 

those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4And when the 

chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
5Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe 

yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God 

opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that 

at the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, 

because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone 

to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds 

of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout 

the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 

grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 

restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Holy Gospel Matthew 27 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh 

chapter. 
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 1When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the 

people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. 2And they 

bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the 

governor. 

 3Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he 

changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the 

chief priests and the elders, 4saying, “I have sinned by betraying 

innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5And 

throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and 

he went and hanged himself. 6But the chief priests, taking the pieces of 

silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is 

blood money.” 7So they took counsel and bought with them the 

potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. 8Therefore that field has 

been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9Then was fulfilled what had 

been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty 

pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by 

some of the sons of Israel, 10and they gave them for the potter’s field, 

as the Lord directed me.” 

 11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 

“Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But 

when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no 

answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things 

they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a 

single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

 15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the 

crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they had then a 

notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, 

Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: 

Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out 

of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting 

on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 

with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him 

today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded 

the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again 

said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” 

And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do 

with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 
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23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 

more, “Let him be crucified!” 

 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a 

riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the 

crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 
25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our 

children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged 

Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 

 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And 

they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting 

together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in 

his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, 

“Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and 

struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they 

stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him 

away to crucify him. 

 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. 

They compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a 

place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered 

him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not 

drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments 

among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept watch over 

him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which 

read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were 

crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39And those 

who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, “You 

who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 

yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41So 

also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 
42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let 

him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He 

trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I 

am the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were crucified with him 

also reviled him in the same way. 

 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until 

the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 

voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 

said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and 
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took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it 

to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 

will come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice 

and yielded up his spirit. 

 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs 

also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen 

asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after his 

resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 
54When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch 

over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled 

with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

 55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, 

who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, 56among 

whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 

Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

 57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 

named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and 

asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 
59And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 
60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he 

rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.  

 62Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and 

the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, “Sir, we remember how 

that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 
64Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest 

his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen 

from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65Pilate 

said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as 

you can.” 66So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the 

stone and setting a guard. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Responsory (Lent) LSB 222 

 

 

Sit 

Sermon 

9th and 10th Commandments: Prudence 
Pastor Espinosa 

Canticle 

Stand 

Benedictus LSB 226 
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Sit 

Offering 

Prayer 

Stand 

Kyrie LSB 227 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Collects 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

L  Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the 

hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Collect for Grace 

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in 

the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall 

into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our 

doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous  in 

Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

Stand 

Benedicamus LSB 228 
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Benediction LSB 228 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn: 449 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

 (all stanzas) 
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Announcements    

THIS SUNDAY! Easter Fellowship Breakfast – Help Needed!  
Join us Easter Sunday, April 5, at 9:30am (between services) 
for a Breakfast Potluck! Bring a dish to share—casserole, fruit, 

pastries, or a family favorite—and enjoy sweet fellowship 
together. 

Questions? Renee Mott | 650-438-4791 
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Inviting all Young Adults! 
We will be having a beach day as well as an Easter Vigil Bonfire 
with Evening Prayer and Bible Study at 
Huntington State Beach @ 3:00 pm 
Saturday, April 4th. Please scan the 
QR code to RSVP.  
Note: due to Easter being the next day, 
Evening Prayer will not end late         
Join our online Young Adult’s 
community! Text “Lamplight” to 714-
403-2338 
 


