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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS) 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 10, 2026 

Service: 9:30 am & 2:00 pm (acapella) 

Mission: To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.  

Vision: To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds.          

Welcome to Saint Paul's             

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and 

bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient 

liturgy which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our 

worship. Its biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church 

before any denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship 

emphasizes order, beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy 

Eucharist and receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the 

Lord is doing at Saint Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!          

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:            

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a 

fact, and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. 

And because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him 

alone – have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful 

because the Holy Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in 

our hearts to hold to our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel 

costs Jesus everything but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT 

to you. Hold to it and know that you ARE (present tense) saved 

from sin, death, and the power of the devil; that you are saved TO 

(present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner 

who lives for God and loves their neighbor. "For God so loved the 
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world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)            

The Lord’s Supper           

As stated in Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article VII 

(The Holy Supper) Paragraph 69: "For Christians who are of weak 

faith, diffident, troubled, and heartily terrified because of the 

greatness and number of their sins, and think that in this their great 

impurity they are not worthy of this precious treasure and the 

benefits of Christ, and who feel and lament their weakness of faith, 

and from their hearts desire that they may serve God with stronger, 

more joyful faith and pure obedience, they are the truly worthy guests 

for whom this highly venerable Sacrament [and sacred feast] has 

been especially instituted and appointed." If you are a guest and 

desire to receive the sacrament. Please speak to one of the 

pastors before communing. 

Prayer Before Divine Service            

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship 

You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my 

heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, 

believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.                   

Saint Paul’s Staff:      

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.             

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.           

Vicar: Miles Johnson             

Organist: Gerald Dahlin             

Choir Director: Mark Howard             

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson           

 

+ In the Name of Jesus + 
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Prelude  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring – JS Bach 

Greeting:  

P    Bless our God, O peoples; 

C  let the sound of his praise be heard, 

- Psalm 66:8 

Confession and Absolution 

Entrance Hymn:  601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Kyrie LSB 168 
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This Is the Feast LSB 171 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant 

that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful 

guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

Sit 

First Reading Acts 17:16–31 

 16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 

within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in 

the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the 

marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some 

of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And 

some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He 

seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was 

preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took hold of him and 

brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new 

teaching is that you are presenting? 20For you bring some strange 

things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things 

mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there 

would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something 

new. 

 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of 

Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I 

passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an 

altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the 

world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
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and breath and everything. 26And he made from one man every nation 

of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 

allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they 

should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him 

and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine 

being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of man. 30The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed 

a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by 

raising him from the dead.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 66:8–20; antiphon: v. 8 

 

P 8Bless our God, O | peoples;* 

 let the sound of his | praise be heard, 

C  9who has kept our soul among the | living* 

 and has not let our | feet slip. 

P 10For you, O God, have | tested us;* 

 you have tried us as sil- | ver is tried. 

C  11You brought us in- | to the net;* 

 you laid a crushing burden | on our backs; 

P 12you let men ride o- | ver our heads;* 

 we went through fire and through water; 

yet you have brought us out to a place of a- | bundance. 
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C  13I will come into your house with burnt | offerings;* 

 I will perform my | vows to you, 

P 14that which my lips | uttered* 

 and my mouth promised when I was in | trouble. 

C  15I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, 

 with the smoke of the sacri- | fice of rams;* 

I will make an offering of | bulls and goats. 

P 16Come and hear, all you who | fear God,* 

 and I will tell what he has done | for my soul. 

C  17I cried to him | with my mouth,* 

 and high praise was | on my tongue. 

P 18If I had cherished iniquity | in my heart,* 

 the Lord would not have | listened. 

C  19But truly God has | listened;* 

 he has attended to the voice | of my prayer. 

P20Blessèd | be God,* 

 because he has not rejected my prayer 

 or removed his steadfast | love from me! 

C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,   

 and to the Holy | Spirit,   

as it was in the be- | ginning,    

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P 8Bless our God, O | peoples;* 

 let the sound of his | praise be heard, 
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Epistle 1 Peter 3:13–22 

 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 
14But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be 

blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts 

regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 

you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, 

so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior 

in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing 

good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 

 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 

flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to 

the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when God’s 

patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, 

in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 

water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 

removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone 

into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 

and powers having been subjected to him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 
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Holy Gospel John 14:15–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

 

 15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be 

with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 

receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for 

he dwells with you and will be in you. 

 18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little 

while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I 

live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, 

and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments and 

keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved 

by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Sit 

Children’s Message 
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Hymn of the Day: 596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Christian, firmly hold 

this gift 

    And give God thanks 

forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

    In all that you 

endeavor. 

When nothing else revives 

your soul, 

Your Baptism stands and 

makes you whole 

    And then in death 

completes you. 

 

6 So use it well! You are 

made new— 

    In Christ a new 

creation! 

As faithful Christians, live 

and do 

    Within your own 

vocation, 

Until that day when you 

possess 

His glorious robe of 

righteousness 

    Bestowed on you 

forever! 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 

"The Heart of the Christian" 

(1 Peter 3:13–22) 

Pastor Espinosa 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P That each Christian, strengthened by the good news of life in 

Christ, would gladly tell others of the hope that they have, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district 

president; _____________, our circuit visitor; and our pastor(s), that as 

they proclaim God’s Word, His Spirit may be at work to teach us all 

things and bring to remembrance all the Son has said to us, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this congregation and its catechumens, who have received the 

Spirit of truth in Holy Baptism, that they may not slip into sin and 

unbelief but always praise God before the world, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our mothers, that with thanksgiving we may honor them aright 

as Christ honored and obeyed His mother while here on earth; for 

all women with child, that God would give them safe delivery; and 

for all women who long to have children but cannot, that they may 

find their consolation in Christ and His unfailing love, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the leaders of all nations, that those who seek peace and serve 

justice would be sustained in their service; and that all who cause 

evil, violence or oppression would be frustrated, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For faith to offer prayer, in all seasons of life and through all trials, 

to the One who attends to our every cry, [and especially for 

_____________,] let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who receive Holy Communion today, that they would know 

Christ who does not leave us as orphans, but strengthens the faith 

and equips the love of His penitent children with His very body and 

blood, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident 

in Your great mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who is worshiped together with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

Offering Toccata from Musical Flowers – Girolamo Frescobaldi 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 176 
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+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+          
             

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the mysteries (1st 

Corinthians 4:1) to serve only those who share in a common confession. If you are still 

learning about our confession and not yet confirmed, you may come forward to receive a 

blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest. Pastor would love to meet with you to 

prepare you to receive the Holy Sacrament.        

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 177 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You 

on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 

of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 

rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with 

Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
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receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and 

confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 

in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into 

heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us 

in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

Sit 
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Distribution & Distribution Hymns: 

594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
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Tune: Public domain 

590 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Jacob Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 

605 Father Welcomes 
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Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 
Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 

Stand 

Thank the Lord LSB 181 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

Benediction LSB 183 

 
  

 

Postlude From Thy Throne – Gluck 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
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A NOTE REGARDING YOUR BULLETIN 

Beginning immediately, weekly announcements and 

service team schedules will no longer be printed in 

the bulletin. To keep costs efficient, these will be distributed 

via weekly email from our church office. 

For the most current announcements, please scan the QR 

code provided, also located on the black signs in the 

narthex, or check your email.  

Also of note: we have returned to printing the hymns, 

and service team leaders will coordinate schedules directly 

with their volunteers. 

Not on our email list? Contact Jackie at 

office@SaintPaulsIrvine.com to be added — for both 

the weekly bulletin and Pastor Espinosa’s emails. If you 

need any assistance accessing announcements, please speak 

with your elder or Jackie. 

 


