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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!   

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)          

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Sunday, February 15, 2026  

Divine Service:  9:30 am & 2:00 pm (Acapella) 

Special Music: Saint Paul’s Choir     

Mission : To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.         

Vision : To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds.         

Scan the QR Code for Website, Contact 

Info, Church Events & more:    
   

Welcome to Saint Paul's          

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus 

Christ as He comes to serve and bless us 

through His Word and Sacraments. We 

follow the ancient liturgy which draws 

from the Word of God to order and guide 

our worship. Its biblical structure has 

been used in the Christian Church before any denominations within 

Christianity existed. Our worship emphasizes order, beauty, and 

reverence. We also celebrate the Holy Eucharist and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. We 

are excited about what the Lord is doing at Saint Paul’s, and it is our great 

joy to serve you!        

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:          

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact, 

and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And 

because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him alone – 

have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful because the Holy 

Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to hold to 

our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus everything but 
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costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold to it and know 

that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and the power of the 

devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the 

Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and loves their neighbor. 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)           

The Lord’s Supper         

The Holy Sacrament is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 

this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak to one of the 

pastors.        

Prayer Before Divine Service         

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You 

in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the 

preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the 

sake of His name. Amen.                

Saint Paul’s Staff:   

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.          

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.        

Vicar: Miles Johnson          

Organist: Gerald Dahlin          

Choir Director: Mark Howard          

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson        

+ In the Name of Jesus +           
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This Week at Saint Paul’s 

Sunday, February 15 

• 9:30 am: Divine Service “Power in the Blood” – Pastor Espinosa 

• 11:00 am: Adult Instruction on the Ten Commandments & The Creed (Law & 

Gospel)  

• 2:00 pm: Divine Service “Power in the Blood” – Pastor Espinosa 

Tuesday, February 17 

• 7:30 pm: Online Adult Instruction (Eschatology, End Times, Rapture, etc.) – All are 

welcome! 

Wednesday, February 18 

• 9:00 am: Ash Wednesday Service + Part 1 of Ten Commandment Series 

“Fortitude”  

• 10:00 am: Galatians Bible Study (free book provided)  

Thursday, February 19 

• 6:30 pm: Men’s Bible Study – St. Matthew’s Gospel  

Saturday, February 21 

• 2:00 pm: Javier Vergara's Holy Baptism – more info in announcements!  

Sunday, February 22 NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 

• 9:30 am: Divine Service “First Gospel”– Pastor Espinosa  

• 11:00 am: Bible Study – Names of Jesus (AWESOME free resource to attendees!) 

• 2:00 pm: Divine Service “First Gospel”– Pastor Espinosa 

Ongoing Offerings at Saint Paul’s:   

• Pastor Espinosa is available for pastoral counsel, adult instruction, 

individual confession & absolution, and visitation to the sick, 

immunocompromised, distressed, or hospitalized. Pastor also offers 

house blessings.   

• We have two fellowship and Bible Study groups that meet once per 

month. Both groups watch highlight clips of The Chosen TV series and 

then engage in Scripture study. Please contact Pastor at 949-379-

0883 if interested in any of the above events.          
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Prelude             Beautiful Savior – David Cherwien  

Greeting 

P Serve the Lord with fear, 

C and rejoice with trembling. 

- Psalm 2:11 

Choir: 

The Call to Worship .............................................. Come, Thou Lord, Creator Spirit 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
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Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Hymn: 414 ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here 

(all stanzas) 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 

P O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and 

Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You 

wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us 

co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of 

our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
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who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 24:8–18 

 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, 

“Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in 

accordance with all these words.” 

 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 

of Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his 

feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for 

clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people 

of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

 12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait 

there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 

commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses 

rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of 

God. 14And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to 

you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, 

let him go to them.” 

 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 

mountain. 16The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 

covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of 

the midst of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD 

was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 

people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud and went up on the 

mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

 

C Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

 Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

Epistle 2 Peter 1:16–21 

 16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 

to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For when he received honor and glory 

from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic 

Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we 

ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with 

him on the holy mountain. 19And we have something more sure, the 

prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 

shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 

in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 

comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever 

produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Choir: 

The Anthem .......................................................................................... Fairest Lord Jesus 

Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 17:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth 

chapter. 

 

 1After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his 

brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And he was 

transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to them 

Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is 

good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for 

you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5He was still speaking when, 

behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 

said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 

him.” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were 

terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no 

fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 

only. 

 9And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded 

them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the 

dead.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
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     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

Children’s Message 

Hymn of the Day:  413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair 

(all stanzas) 

Sermon 

“Power in the Blood” 

Pastor Espinosa 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Sit 

Offering        I Know My Faith Is Founded – Jacob B Weber  

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For holy fear as we hear the very words of Christ, who is both God 

and man, that we would see His salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For all Christians, that they may faithfully confess their Lord’s name 

and receive His Word and blessed Sacraments; and for our 

Lutheran Church, especially her secretary and the men nominated 

to serve as president and first vice-president, that they may have 

wisdom and discernment for the good of the Church, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For families, that parents would teach the faith to their children 

and that the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in all 

households; and for all expectant mothers, that they and their 

babies would be kept safe and healthy throughout their 

pregnancies, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who make, administer and judge our laws, that rightly 

fearing God, they would establish equity in this land, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For all those in need of Christ’s healing touch, [especially 

_____________,] that they would receive His comfort in the midst of 

their fears and wholeness of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all who drink from the cup of the new covenant, that Christ’s 

blood, shed for us, would make us worthy to recline with saints and 

angels in heaven, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For faith to reverently receive the Word of Christ, that we who have 

heard His voice would live our lives gladly according to His way, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember on this day the 

glorious manifestation of Your Son’s divinity on the Mount of 

Transfiguration. Teach us to listen to Jesus and ever fix our eyes on 

Him and His innocent suffering and death for our forgiveness. By 

Your grace and mercy, strengthen us to remain faithful in all 

circumstances of trial, temptation and persecution. Preserve us to 

the end, that we may die a blessed death believing in Your beloved 

Son with whom You are well pleased; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+ 

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the mysteries 

(1st Corinthians 4:1) to serve only those who share in a common confession. If 

you are still learning about our confession and not yet confirmed, you may come 

forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest. Pastor 

would love to meet with you to prepare you to receive the Holy Sacrament.          

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who at His 

transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that they might 

be strengthened to proclaim His cross and resurrection and with all 

the faithful look forward to the glory of life everlasting. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 241 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 
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Distribution 

Distribution Hymns: 

 821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

(all stanzas) 

 417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness 

(all stanzas) 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
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Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Choir: 

The Choral Blessing............................................................. Peace I Leave With You 

Postlude                    Toccata on “Old Hundredth”  -- Michael Burkhardt  
 

AcknowledgmentsDivine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®),copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

General Announcements          
Ash Wednesday | February 18  

Join us as we begin the Lenten journey with the theme   
“1st Commandment: Fortitude.”  

Imposition of Ashes will be offered at 9:00 a.m. Divine 
Service and 7:00 p.m. Service of the Word.  

Special Invitation:  
You're invited to Pastor Espinosa's second-degree black-belt test in 
Traditional Taekwondo on Monday, February 16th at 5:30 pm. If he 
passes, he becomes a certified assistant instructor. Part of the test 
is a flying jump kick while breaking boards with the kick. The test will 

be held at the Lake Forest Sun & Sail Club located at 24752 
Toledo Way. Just tell the front desk that you're going to the 

Taekwondo Class to observe. 
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We joyfully invite all members of Saint Paul’s to attend the 
Holy Baptism of Javier Vergara! 

Javier will be baptized at Light of Christ Lutheran Church 
Date: Saturday, February 21 

Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Address: 18182 Culver Drive, Irvine, CA 92612 

Please join us as we celebrate God’s gift of new life in Christ and 
welcome Javier into the family of faith. Your presence and prayers 
are a blessing to the Vergara family and to our entire church 
community. 

We hope you can come and rejoice with us! 

Lenten & Holy Week Sermon Series: The Ten 
Commandments   

Join us for our Lenten and Holy Week sermon series centered on the 
Ten Commandments. Each service will focus on Christ and His 

fulfillment of the Law. All services are held at 7:00 p.m.  
Service Schedule   

• February 18 (Ash Wednesday) - 1st 
Commandment: Fortitude   

• February 25 – 2nd Commandment: Discipline   
• March 4 – 3rd Commandment: Allegiance   
• March 11 – 4th Commandment: Justice   
• March 18 – 5th Commandment: Sanctity   
• March 25 – 6th Commandment: Temperance   
• April 2 (Maundy Thursday) – 7th & 8th 

Commandments: Concord   
• April 3 (Good Friday) – 9th & 10th 

Commandments: Prudence   
Upcoming: New Member Sunday – February 22   

We are excited to announce New Member Sunday on February 22. 
If you or someone you know is interested in joining our 

congregation, please contact the pastor at 949-379-0083 for more 
information.  

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Classical Academy Congregational 
Meeting – March 8   

Please plan to attend our congregational meeting on March 8, where we 
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will review the LCEF feasibility study results and other key pertinent 
information, and prayerfully consider updating our current Feasibility 
Committee to an Advisory Committee for the development of Saint 

Paul’s Lutheran Classical Academy.   
If you would like more information, please contact Debbie 

(council.president@saintpaulsirvine.com) or Mike 
(head.elder@saintpaulsirvine.com).   

Please continue to keep this process and our congregation in your prayers. 
Thank you!   

Calling All Young Adults :  
We invite all Young Adults to fill out the 

survey by scanning the QR Code. Also, if 
you know of any Young Adults who would be 

interested in our Young Adults group, 
please share the survey with them.  

Follow us on Instagram @splclamplight  

Bulletin Announcement Update    
In an effort to make our bulletins easier to print and 
more cost-effective, some announcements that do 
not require special highlighting or that are repeated 

weekly will now be available via QR code. If you would 
like an emailed copy, are having trouble accessing the 
QR code, or would prefer a printed copy, please email 

office@saintpaulsirvine.com!     
  UPCOMING CHOIR SCHEDULE – FIRST HALF OF 2026 

• Sunday, March 22: rehearsal at 8:30am in the cafe area. 
• Sunday, March 29: rehearsal at 8:30am in the cafe area. 
• Good Friday, April 3: rehearsal at 6:00pm, sing for service at 

7:00pm. 
• Sunday, May 3: rehearsal at 8:30am in the cafe area. 
• Sunday, May 10: rehearsal at 8:30am in the cafe area. 
• Sunday, May 17: rehearsal at 8:30am, sing for service at 

9:30am. 
Sheet music and rehearsal recordings will be available on the 
church website (Ministries–Choir) so you can become familiar with 
the music.All are invited to sing in the choir — we need everyone! 
Contact Mark Howard, Choir Director, with any questions: 
(714) 423-6460 | markahoward@sbcglobal.net  



21 | P a g e  
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SERVICE TEAM SCHEDULE        
   

Date           Altar 
Team           

Ushers/         
Greeter           

Elders on 
Duty           

Welco
me 

Table     

     

Live-
stream 

         

Service 
Team 
Chairs          

Shared 
Role         

Mike 
Padilla          

Mike 
Padilla         

Kiu 
Geisler  
        

Jon 
Steele   
       

   
3rd    

2/15/2026   
      
   

Ali Frank, 
Laura 
Miller    

Bill Frank, Ed 
Miller         Mark Kuntz   

Kiu 
Geisler  
       

Jon 
Steele    
     

4th        
2/22/2026   

     

Jeanette 
Dahlin, 
Anne 
Wright          

Paul &      
Samuel 
Hines          

John 
Church       

Anne 
Wright   
       

Jon 
Steele    
      

         
1st    

3/1/2026       
          

Mei 
Kuntz       

Al Ibrahim,     
Barney Wright
            

Bruce 
Dannemeyer
     

Kiu 
Geisler  
        

Jim 
J.          

      
2nd    

3/8/2026    
         

Elizabeth 
Brothwell, 
Mei 
Kuntz          

Don &      
Elizabeth 
Brothwell          

Michael 
Lange       

     Kiu 
Geisler  
                 

Jim 
J.        
       

         
                                  

 
FELLOWSHIP ROTATION          

3rd - 2/15/2026          Jeanette Dahlin, Mary Seltzer           
4th - 2/22/2026         Daisy Minter, Anne Marie Hines         
1st - 3/1/2026           Liana Padilla, Nancy Howard           
2nd- 3/8/2026              Renee Mott, Ann Ashmon            

  
 


