Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, October 19, 2025 - 9:30 am

Divine Service
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.
Vicar: Miles Johnson
Organist: Gerald Dahlin
Choir Director: Mark Howard
Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson
Office: 10:30 am - 2:30 pm T-F; 949-599-4760
Website: www.saintpaulsirvine.com
Email: office@saintpaulsirvine.com
Concordia University Irvine — Spectrum Campus
16355 Laguna Canyon Rd
Irvine, CA 92618

Mission
To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the community by
nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of God's grace.
Vision
To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and
backgrounds.
Service Offerings
= Sunday Divine Service at 9:30 am

»  Fellowship in Café 10:30 am

= Adult Bible Study at 11:00 am
Welcome to Saint Paul's
We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and
bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient liturgy
which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our worship. Its
biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church before any
denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship emphasizes order,
beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy Eucharist and receive
the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the Lord is doing at Saint
Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!
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This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus
gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact,
and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And
because Christ defeated death, you too — as you trust in Him alone —
have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful because the
Holy Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to
hold to our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus
everything but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold
to it and know that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and
the power of the devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and
loves their neighbor. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life." John 3:16)

The Lord’s Supper

The Holy Sacrament is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words,
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily
do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession
of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet
instructed, are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak to one of the
pastors.

Prayer Before Divine Service

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You
in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that | may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus
Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the
sake of His name. Amen.

+ In the Name of Jesus +

2|Page



Prelude Beautiful Savior -- David Cherwien

Greeting

(P] My help comes from the LoRb,
who made heaven and earth.

- Psalm 121:2

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P

1d

RERE

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
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Entrance Hymn: 578 Thy Strong Word

(all stanzas)

Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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) Let us pray.

) O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray
and have promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may
direct and govern our hearts in all things that we may persevere with
steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

H | ‘
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A - men.
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 32:22-30

22The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female
servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 2*He took
them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he had. 2*And
Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the
day. ®When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his
hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 2Then
he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you
go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he
said, "Jacob.” 28Then he said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but
Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 2°Then
Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you
ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the
place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been
delivered.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 121; antiphon: vv. 1-2
H u L —

===

() I lift up my eyes | to the hills.*

From where does my | help come?
My help comes | from the Lorp,*
who made | heaven and earth.

He will not let your | foot be moved;*
he who keeps you will not | slumber.
(P) Behold, he who keeps | Israel*
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep.

The Lorp is your | keeper;*

the Loro is your shade on your | right hand.
(P) The sun shall not strike | you by day,*

nor the | moon by night.

The Lorp will keep you from all | evil;*
he will | keep your life.

P) The Lorp will keep
your going out and your | coming in*
from this time forth and for- | evermore.

6|Page



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,
and to the Holy | Spirit,

as it was in the be- | ginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

@) 1 lift up my eyes | to the hills.*
From where does my | help come?

My help comes | from the Lorp,*
who made | heaven and earth.

Epistle 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

14As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it '>and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. "8All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, "that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every
good work.

'l charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: ?preach the word;
be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with
complete patience and teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, “and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. >As for you, always be sober-
minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Luke 18:1-8

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter.
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"[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and
not lose heart. ?He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor respected man. 3And there was a widow in that city who kept coming
to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ “For a while he
refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though | neither fear God nor
respect man, *yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will give her
justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.”” ®And the
Lord said, “"Hear what the unrighteous judge says. “And will not God give
justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over
them? 8l tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
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the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life 'I- of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day: 583 God Has Spoken by His Prophets

(all stanzas)

Sermon
Continue in God's Word
(2 Timothy 3:14-4:5)
Pastor Mueller

) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand

Offertory LSB 192
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Sit
Offering | Am Jesus' Little Lamb -- Conald Rotermund
Stand

Prayer of the Church

(P] In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P) For grace and faith to hear and heed the voice of God's Word, just as
Jacob wrestled with the Lord and would not depart without a blessing; and
for patience, courage and endurance in time of trial, that we may not
despair when we suffer for the sake of the kingdom, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

) For a fervent desire for the truth of God's Word among His people, that
pastors may preach and teach the Word with patience, sober-mindedness
and faithfulness; and that listeners may be made wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P) For husbands and wives, that they might live in faithfulness to each other;
for all mothers with child; for all children; and for those who bring children
to Baptism and nurture them in the faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

) For Donald, our president; the Congress of these United States;

, our governor; and all elected and appointed officials of
government, that they would have integrity and promote good and just
laws for the benefit of all people as they serve the highest good; and for
those whose sacrificial service regularly protects and defends us here and
abroad, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) That we would be delivered from evil; and for the lives of those who face
sickness, injuries and troubles, [including ] let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For faith and repentance, that we may receive the blessed food of Christ's
body and blood and be brought into the Holy Communion to bear fruit in
lives of holiness, righteousness and service, let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mercy.

P} For persistence to pray because the Lord loves us, always provides for us
and promises to give justice to His elect who cry out to Him day and night;
for faith that wrestles with the Lord but trusts that He remains in control;
and for forgiveness, guidance and eternal life with Christ, let us pray to the

Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

P) Merciful Father, as You have promised, keep safe our coming in and our
going out from this time forth and forevermore, for we pray in the name
of Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
Amen.

+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing +

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the mysteries (1st Corinthians
4:1) to serve only those who share in a common confession. If you are still learning about our
confession and not yet confirmed, you may come forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your

arms over your chest. Pastor would love to meet with you.

Service of the Sacrament
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(P Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.

LSB 194
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It is meet and right so to  do.

P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the
cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your
will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 241

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My -} blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me."

Pax Domini LSB 197
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution

702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee

(all stanzas)

809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness

(all stanzas)

686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
(all stanzas)

973 Thy Word Is a Lamp

A | Refrain
|

Thy Wordis a lamp un-to my feet And a light un-to my path.
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1 When I feel a - fraid, think  T've lost my way,
21 will not for - get Your love for me, and yet My
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Still  You're there  right be - side me. And
heart for - ev - er is wan - der - ing.
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noth - ing will T fear as long as You are near.
Je - sus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; And

Refrain
1

Please be near me to the end

I will love You to the end

Text: Amy Grant, 1960 Tune: Michael W. Smith, 1957Text and tune: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EML.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
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) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Postlude: Pasticcio -- Jean Langlais
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