Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS)
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, August 24, 2025 - 9:30 am

Divine Service
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.
Organist: Gerald Dahlin
Choir Director: Mark Howard
Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson
Office: 10:30 am - 2:30 pm T-F; 949-599-4760
Website: www.saintpaulsirvine.com
Email: office@saintpaulsirvine.com
Concordia University Irvine — Spectrum Campus
16355 Laguna Canyon Rd
Irvine, CA 92618

Mission
To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the community by
nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of God's grace.
Vision
To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and
backgrounds.
Service Offerings
= Sunday Divine Service at 9:30 am

»  Fellowship in Café 10:30 am

»=  Adult Bible Study at 11:00 am
» Wednesday Bible Studies on summer hiatus.
Welcome to Saint Paul's
We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and
bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient liturgy
which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our worship. Its
biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church before any
denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship emphasizes order,
beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy Eucharist and receive
the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the Lord is doing at Saint
Paul's, and it is our great joy to serve you!
This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:
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God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus
gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a fact,
and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. And
because Christ defeated death, you too — as you trust in Him alone -
have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful because the
Holy Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in our hearts to
hold to our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel costs Jesus
everything but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT to you. Hold
to it and know that you ARE (present tense) saved from sin, death, and
the power of the devil; that you are saved TO (present tense) the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner who lives for God and
loves their neighbor. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life." John 3:16)

The Lord’s Supper

The Holy Sacrament is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words,
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily
do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession
of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet
instructed, are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak to one of the
pastors.

Prayer Before Divine Service

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You
in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that | may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus
Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the
sake of His name. Amen.

+ In the Name of Jesus +
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Prelude: Adagio from Fifth Symphony -- Charles-Marie Widor

Greeting

(P) Call upon me in the day of trouble;

I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.

-Psalm 50:15

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily
and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be
in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and
praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Entrance Hymn: 515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

(all stanzas)
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Kyrie LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
[o) |

1 |

1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.

T 4 N
A

Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
®) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®) Letus pray.
O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow
door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now and always into
the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 66:18-23

18"For | know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to
gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory,
Band | will set a sign among them. And from them I will send survivors to the
nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the
coastlands afar off, that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they
shall declare my glory among the nations. 2°And they shall bring all your
brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LorDp, on horses and in
chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain
Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a
clean vessel to the house of the Lorp. 2’And some of them also | will take for
priests and for Levites, says the LORD.

22"For as the new heavens and the new earth
that | make
shall remain before me, says the Lorp,
so shall your offspring and your name remain.
23From new moon to new moon,
and from Sabbath to Sabbath,
all flesh shall come to worship before me,
declares the Lorp.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 50:1-15; antiphon: v. 23

(P} The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glo- | rifies me;*
to one who orders his way rightly

| will show the salva- | tion of God!”

"The Mighty One, God the LoRrb,

speaks and sum- | mons the earth*

from the rising of the sun to its | setting.
Out of Zion, the perfection of | beauty,*

God | shines forth.

(P} Our God comes; he does not keep | silence;*

before him is a devouring fire,
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around him a mighty | tempest.
He calls to the heav- | ens above*

and to the earth, that he may judge his | people:
(P) "Gather to me my | faithful ones,*

who made a covenant with me by | sacrifice!”
The heavens declare his | righteousness,*

for God him- | self is judge!

(P) "Hear, O my people, and | will speak;
O Israel, I will testify a- | gainst you.*
I am | God, your God.
Not for your sacrifices do | re- | buke you;*
your burnt offerings are continually be- | fore me.
) | will not accept a bull | from your house*
or goats | from your folds.
For every beast of the for- | est is mine,*
the cattle on a | thousand hills.
®P) | know all the birds | of the hills,*

and all that moves in the | field is mine.

“If 1 were hungry, | would not | tell you,*
for the world and its full- | ness are mine.

P) Do | eat the | flesh of bulls*
or drink the | blood of goats?

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanks- | giving,*
and perform your vows to the | Most High,

(P) and call upon me in the day of | trouble;*

I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.”

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,
and to the Holy | Spirit,

as it was in the be- | ginning,
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is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

(P) The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glo- | rifies me;*
to one who orders his way rightly

| will show the salva- | tion of God!”

Epistle Hebrews 12:4-24

4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of
shedding your blood. >And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses
you as sons?

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.

6For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”

"It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8If you are left without
discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and
not sons. °Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we
respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and
live? "°For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. ""For the moment
all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful
fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

12Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, *and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of
joint but rather be healed. "Strive for peace with everyone, and for the
holiness without which no one will see the Lord. *See to it that no one fails to
obtain the grace of God; that no "root of bitterness” springs up and causes
trouble, and by it many become defiled; '®that no one is sexually immoral or
unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. "For you know that
afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he
found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.

'8For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and
darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice
whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to
them. 2%For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” >'Indeed, so terrifying was the sight
that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22But you have come to Mount Zion and
to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, 2and to the assembly of the firstborn who are
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
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righteous made perfect, *and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 13:22-30

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and
journeying toward Jerusalem. 2>And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who
are saved be few?” And he said to them, 2#“Strive to enter through the narrow
door. For many, | tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 2When once
the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand
outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer
you, 'l do not know where you come from.’ 2Then you will begin to say, ‘We
ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 2’But he will say,
‘I tell you, | do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you
workers of evill' In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth,
when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the
kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 2?And people will come from east
and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of
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God. 3%And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will

be last.”

1d

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Message
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Hymn of the Day: 433 Glory Be to Jesus
(all stanzas)

Sermon

Introduction: From Endurance (Hebrews 12:1-3) to Discipline (Hebrews
12:4-11)

Pastor Espinosa
Part |: Discipline

Discipline is TRAINING for a reason.

Discipline in our estates.

Academic discipline (notin the negative sense).
Bodily discipline.

Spiritual discipline.

Pon=

*** Where the analogies end with the saving faith. Be Careful. Discipline
is not a return to the Law to be saved.

Part Il: Verse 6: "The LORD disciplines the one He loves." GOD's work in
love.

Through:

1. Exhortation (vs. 5) and reproof (vs. 5) -- VERBAL
2. Chastisement (vs. 6) or "active discipline" -- PHYSICAL

Part lll: Discipline is the SIGN that you are an heir of the Kingdom.
VSS 7-8: Dr. Kleinig:

"They 'endure for the sake of instruction' by God as they follow his
curriculum for them."

GOSPEL: “Yet their success as his students does not depend on their
efforts, because ‘God offers himself’ to them as his ‘sons’ and deals
with them as their instructor along each stage of their way until they
reach the goal that he has set for them.” (621)

Part IV: Discipline in the moment seems painful (vv. 10-11)

Luther: "It seems to us as though we were forsaken by God on the cross,
but precisely then we are loved and cared for most." (AE 12:296)

Conclusion:
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1. Onthecross...we are loved and cared for most.

2. Christ's cross.

3. Hedisciplined Himself for you.

4. Whatdo our crosses do for us now? What training do we
receive? What discipline? We return to Christ our life, our
eternal life.

Stand
Prayer of the Church

(P) In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For strong faith to enter ever more deeply into the blessings of
forgiveness, life and salvation, and to gather many with us who would
repent of their sins and enter God's kingdom, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For the Church, for God to prosper the preaching of His Word, for all
pastors and church workers, and for the catechumens and all who teach
and learn God's Word, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For all fathers, called to bring up their children in the fear and love of God,
that they would lovingly discipline their children and so show forth the
fatherly love of God, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the Church of God, who remains ever before Him even as the nations
of this world rise and fall, that she would confidently and faithfully minister
among the nations, fearing no worldly threat, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For all those who care for the sick and attend to the dying; for those who
care for our children; for our police, firefighters, emergency medical
personnel and disaster-relief workers; and for our generous support of
those in need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P] For the sick and those who suffer, for those troubled in mind or heart, for
the grieving in their sorrow, and for the dying in their last days on earth,
[especially ] let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P For all those who come from east and west and from north and south to

recline at the Lord’s table this day to feast upon the body and blood of
Jesus, the Mediator of the New Testament, that the speaking of His Word
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Sit

would strengthen and sustain them in the one true faith, and that He
would grant them His abundant blessing in the kingdom of God, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

In thanksgiving for St. Bartholomew, together with the prophets, apostles
and the faithful of every age; and that we may continue steadfast in their
fellowship to the end, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord God, You have drawn to Yourself believers from all nations and
sanctified them in Holy Baptism as priests and Levites in Your Church.
Fortify their faith and embolden their witness, that many may be gathered
into the new heavens and new earth; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Offering: Jesus, Lead Thou On -- Paul Manz

+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the mysteries (1st Corinthians
4:1) to serve only those who share in a common confession. If you are still learning about our
confession and not yet confirmed, you may come forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your
arms over your chest. Pastor would love to meet with you to prepare you to receive the Holy

Sacrament.

Service of the Sacrament

Stand

Preface LSB 208
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity,
all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve,
who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
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We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through
Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink
of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and

salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: "Take, eat; this is My I~ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me."

Pax Domini

) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 210
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
[N ‘
[ A Y ! T T T T | f T N |
[ 4% b f I [ | | ] | [ | | I N |
[N <o WA | ] [ | | ’ | [ | | [ N |
Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit
Distribution
Distribution Hymns:

851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
(all stanzas)

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
(all stanzas)

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

(all stanzas)

500 Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid

(all stanzas)

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Benediction

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

Postlude: Toccata a la Scarlatti -- Gordon Young

Acknowledgments
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

Bible Study This Sunday — with Pastor Espinosa!

Join us this Sunday at 11:00 AM following Divine Service and fellowship
as Pastor Espinosa leads a special study:

“A Christian Apologetic against the Claim that God is a Misogynist.”

Come be equipped to answer this challenging accusation with biblical
clarity and confidence in God’s truth.

Giving Made Easy - Try Our New Online Giving Platform!
We’ve made it fast and easy to support the ministry at Saint Paul’s
through our new online giving system with Amplify. This secure platform
allows you to set up one-time or recurring
donations, all from your phone or computer.

You can even choose to give directly to
causes close to your heart—like helping send
our high school youth to Higher Things or
supporting Saint Paul’s Family Bible Camp.
Give today by scanning the QR code or
visiting:

https://giving.myamplify.io/app/giving/sain9267562

Thank you for your continued generosity!
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This Week:

Join the Journey-Daily Bible Devotionals with Pastor Al!

It’s 2025, and Pastor Espinosa hasn’t missed a single day of walking
through Scripture with us!

Whether you’ve been following along or just jumping in, you’re invited to
be part of this powerful, daily connection to God’s Word.

[ Need a boost of faith each day?

~ Catch daily devotionals on:

e Facebook - @AlfonsoEspinosa

¢ TikTok — @alfonsoespinosa356

¢ Instagram — @alfonsoespinosa88

P Prefer devotionals by email?
Just send a quick note to office@saintpaulsirvine.com and we’ll get
you added to the list!

Let’s keep growing—together in Christ—one day, one verse at a time.

General Announcements:

Installation & Fellowship for Our New Vicar

Join us on Sunday, August 31st as we welcome Miles Johnson as our
new vicar and install him into his role here at Saint Paul’s while he
attends the CMC program at Concordia University lrvine.

Over the next five years, Miles will be serving our church family and the
Irvine community, and we are excited to have him with us!

Following the service, we’ll gather for a time of fellowship. Please
consider bringing a dish to share—fruit, light morning snacks, etc. Cake
will be provided.

A sign-up for fellowship dishes will be available at the fellowship table
after the service this Sunday. For questions, please contact Jackie
Johnson at office@saintpaulsirvine.com.

The Bulletin Board

Life Quote: August 24 “We stand together, one in mind and heart, and
with one voice, in defense of the lives of our unborn children—God’s
precious little ones. Yet, what we stand for is not only the lives of these
precious unborn children but also the moms, the dads, the grandmas
and grandpas, the young and the old, the healthy and the sick and dying.
What we stand for is the very value—the very gift—of life itself.” Pastor Al

18| Page



Paul Clark, LFL of Michigan — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life ®
lutheransforlife.org

Weekly Stewardship Message: August 24 - Trinity 10 Luke 19:46 - "It is
written, 'My house shall be a house of prayer,' but you have made it a den
of robbers." The Lord’s House is not a house of merchandise or profit —
itis a House of Prayer where people freely offer up their petitions to the
Lord and their produce for His purposes. Generosity and joy characterize
the House of the Lord, not compulsion or sharp dealing. “Freely you have
received; freely give” (Matt. 10:8). That's pretty much the opposite of the
world's marketplace!

Circle of Friends

The most effective way for a church to grow in the Kingdom of God is to be
faithful in the Word and Sacrament of Christ and to truly love people. One way
to do thatis to allow us to pray for those you know who need Christ and/or a
church home. Please submit the names of family, friends, neighbors, co-
workers, and others to us through our ministry called Circle of Friends.

Thank you! Pastor Espinosa.

For those we care about to come to saving faith and have a church home.
Have a friend who needs prayer or would like a meeting with pastor? Use this

QR code to let us know! E
® F -
f/ I n
D

Worship Attendance for Members & Guests

Scan the QR code or use the iPads at the Welcome
Table to sign in. Guests, please sign the guestbook at
the entrance.

Offerings: Collected during the worship service. All
contributions are voluntary.
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Requesting Announcements

To request an announcement for the congregation or
community, submit your request via the QR code or
this link: https://forms.office.com/r/Hsgrm6zAup.
Choose where you want it published: bulletin, email,
website, livestream, etc.

Volunteers Needed!
We are seeking volunteers for Ushers, Altar Guild, Welcome Table,
Transportation Services, and Visiting Shut-Ins. If interested, please contact
Mark Kuntz. We also need help with Livestream, Family Sunday School,
Quilting & Fellowship Team. Please reach out to
office@saintpaulsirvine.com if you can assist.
Thank you for serving our congregation!

Words of Evangelism: Ch. 8 - This is Personal

Welcome from your Evangelism Committee. Know brothers and sisters
in Christ that God's Word is personal because it applies to all. We make
it personal to others by declaring it to be for "you." God's wrath and
judgment applies to all and all people should justly be terrified of it. But,
the Gospel is the power of salvation for everyone who believes. (Rom
1:16) The Gospel, salvation through Jesus Christ, applies to all who will
receive it. We convey this message to others by declaring it to be for
them, by declaring it to be for "you."

St. Paul aptly shows us God's wrath applies to all. He writes, "For the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men." All ungodliness and unrighteousness
accounts for all sins. Whether they be sins of thought, word, and deed or
sins willfully committed or sins committed in weakness, God's wrath is
against all of them, every single one. If we are foolish enough to think that
we are perfect and have no ungodliness and unrighteousness in us, Paul
tells us straight up, "None is righteous, no not one." (Rom 3:10) Lest this
not be enough, Paul continues, "For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God." (Rom 3:23) All people have sinned. You have. | have. We all
fall short and justly deserve God's wrath.

But, there is hope for us in Jesus Christ our Savior. Just as God's wrath
applies to all, so too does his Gospel. For all who will receive it, for all
who will trust in it and cleave to it, God promises eternal life. Through
Christ's death and suffering, "we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." (Heb 10:10) Our God
"has laid on him the iniquity of us all." (Is 53:6) All people, regardless of
race or ethnicity or gender, for all time in all places have had their sins
paid for by the once for all sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Jesus has taken your
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sins upon himself so that you may live, so that | may live, and so that all
may live. Itis truly "the power of salvation" for all people, "for everyone
who believes." (Rom 1:16) God desires that all people hear this Word
and Gospel because he "desires all people to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth." (1 Tim 2:4) Therefore us Christians should
carry the message of God's saving grace through Christ to all the corners
of the Earth.

But, what does it look like to declare the Gospel to be for you? Paul did it
and risked his life to do it. Even while imprisoned, Paul spoke the
Gospel. When a jailer asked how he might be saved, Paul told him,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” (Acts 16:31) To the Romans, Paul said, “If you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Rom 10:9) Paul declared to the
jailer and to the Romans that Jesus was for him and for them, butitis
also for your neighbors, all people in your life, and for “you.” When
sharing the Gospel with others, tell them itis for them. Tell them it is for
“you.”

Lord God Heavenly Father, we confess that we have sinned against you.
We confess that all of us have committed all sorts of ungodliness and
unrighteousness and deserve your wrath. But, for the sake of the once
for all sacrifice of Jesus Christ our Lord, please forgive us. Remember
your promise that all people who believe in your Son will be saved. We
know that you desire all people to be saved. So, inspire us, o Lord, to
declare the Law and Gospel to all people in all places. Putthe words into
our mouth, o Lord, so thatyour Gospel becomes personal. InJesus’
name, we ask it. Amen.

Brad Hustad

Please Pray for our Missionaries, Council Members & Elders

Missionaries Supported by Saint Paul’s
(Financial gifts given annually to the national synod)

Missionary Location

Rev. Daniel & Kathy Conrad Dominican Republic
Please send mail through the LCMS
directly.

Erin Mackenzie Latin America & Caribbean
Email: erin.mackenzie@lcms.org
Britt Odemba Kenya
Email: britt.odemba@lcms.org
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Rev. Dr. Tom Park Taiwan
Email: tom.park@lcms.org

Missionary Friends
(Non-Financial Support)

Missionary Role Location
Tirzah Krey Regional Human Latin America &
Email:tirzah.krey@lcms.org Care Coordinator Caribbean

If you are interested in mailing a letter or giving a donation directly to
our missionaries, please send mail directly to the LCMS with the
specific Missionaries name in the attention line:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
ATTN: (enter missionaries name here)
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Local Evangelism Support: Rev. Mark Jasa — Saint Paul’s supports our local
evangelist.

Saint Paul’s Parish Council Members

Debbie Dannemeyer — President ~ Matt Bures — Recording Secretary ~ Ken
Mott - Treasurer

Laura Miller — Financial Secretary ~ Jon Rutherford — Trustee Director ~ Ali
Frank - Stewardship Director

Mark Kuntz - Presiding Elder ~ Renee Mott - Fellowship Director ~ Bradley
Hustad - Evangelism Director

Jacob Thornblad - Education Director ~ Miles & Jackie Johnson - Youth
Directors

Saint Paul’s Elders
Mark Kuntz (Presiding Elder) ~ Bruce Dannemeyer ~ Bryan Kilduff ~ John
Church ~ Jon Steele ~ Karl Blanke
Michael Padilla ~ Steve Fischer ~ Ricky Cuenca ~Alex Padilla
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SERVICE TEAM SCHEDULE

Date Altar Team |Ushers/Greeter Elders on |Welcome|Livestream
Duty Table
Service Kiu
Team Mei Kuntz Mark Kuntz Mark Kuntz . Jon Steele
. Geisler
Chairs
4th Sunday Jgaa?](lait:e Paul and Samuel| John Church, Anne Jon Steele
8/24/2025 Anne Wright Hines Jon Steele Wright
5" Sunday Kiu Jim )
8/31/2025 | MeiKuntz Mark Kuntz Mark Kuntz ) ’
Geisler
1st Sunday Mther:laer Barney Wright, Ale;:JaCd;lla, Kiu Jim J
9/7/2025 Al lbrahim Geisler ’
Myra Taylor Dannemeyer
2nd Sunday BE:(')Z;S\?;H gggs:i Mike Padilla, | Cindy lim )
9/14/2025 . ’ Mark Kuntz Kilduff ’
Mei Kuntz Brothwell
3rd Sunday | Ali Frank, |Bill Frank and Ed . Cindy
9/21/2025 |Laura Miller Miller BryanKilduff | - iqus | JON Steele
FELLOWSHIP ROTATION
4th Sunday Hines Family, Daisy Minter
8/24/2025
5th Sunday Julie Stiegemeyer, Jackie Johnson
8/31/2025
1st Sunday Liana Padilla, Nancy Howard
9/7/2025
2nd Sunday Renee Mott, Ann Ashmon
9/14/2025
3rd Sunday Jeanette Dahlin, Mary Seltzer
9/21/2025
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