5 Day Devotional

Day 1: Hope That Actually Changes You

Devotional

Hope is one of those words we throw around casually. We hope for good weather. We hope things
work out. But real hope, the kind Jesus offers, is not a feeling. It is an anchor. It is something solid
enough to grab onto when life feels uncertain and the ground beneath you shifts.

In Luke 13, people came to Jesus with questions about tragedy. Why did those people die? Were they
worse sinners? Jesus did not answer the way they expected. He redirected the entire conversation.
Instead of pointing fingers at the victims, He pointed inward, toward the heart of every person
listening.

His message was clear: mortality is not a punishment reserved for the especially wicked. It is the
shared condition of every human being living in a world marked by sin. And the only thing that can
change death from a tragic ending into something more is repentance.

That is where hope enters. Not as wishful thinking, but as a genuine turning point. When you
understand that Jesus is not standing over you with a gavel but interceding for you like a gardener
who refuses to give up on a struggling tree, everything changes.

You are not too far gone. You are not too dry. You are not beyond fruit-bearing. Jesus sees what you
can become, and He is still working on your behalf today.

Bible Verse

"We who have fled to him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the hope that lies before
us. This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into
God's inner sanctuary." - Hebrews 6:18-19 (New Living Translation (NLT))

Reflection Question

In what area of your life have you been treating hope as a passive wish rather than an active anchor
you can hold onto?

Quote

"Something to hope in will change your life."
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Prayer

Lord, thank You that Your hope is not fragile or uncertain. Anchor my soul today in the truth that You
are for me and not against me. Amen.
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Day 2: It Is Personal

Devotional

It is easy to look at the brokenness in the world and pray for change out there. We see division, moral
decline, and suffering, and we cry out for God to move nationally, globally, culturally. That is a good
and right prayer. But Jesus has a way of bringing the conversation back to something closer to home.

In Luke 13, He told a parable about a fig tree that had not produced fruit in three years. The owner
was ready to cut it down. But the gardener stepped in and said, give it one more year. Let me work on
it.

Jesus used that tree to speak to a nation. But He also used it to speak to a person. To you. To me.
The call to bear fruit is not just a corporate or national one. It starts in the individual heart.

God has placed something in you. A capacity for love, for faithfulness, for generosity, for courage. In
its season, that seed should be producing something visible. And if it is not, Jesus is not walking
away. He is digging around the roots, creating space for growth.

Before we ask God to change our nation, He invites us to let Him change our hearts. That is not a
small thing. That is where every great movement of God has always started, one surrendered heart at
atime.

Bible Verse

"Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to God." - Matthew 3:8 (New
Living Translation (NLT))

Reflection Question

If you are honest with yourself, are you more focused on what God needs to change around you than
what He might want to change within you?

Quote

"It is personal. It is national. He hits the fig tree here, but it's personal. Everybody say personal. It's got
to start personally and then it happens nationally."

Prayer
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Father, start with me. Before | pray for the world to change, let me open my heart to Your work in me
first. Amen.
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Day 3: Repentance Is the Fertilizer

Devotional

Nobody gets excited about fertilizer. It is not glamorous. It does not look like much. But ask any
gardener and they will tell you: without it, growth stalls.

In the parable of the fig tree, the gardener did not just ask for more time. He asked for the chance to
dig around the roots and fertilize the soil. That digging represents something real. It is uncomfortable.
It disrupts what has settled. But it is exactly what a struggling tree needs.

Repentance works the same way. It is not just feeling bad about sin. It is a genuine turning, a clearing
out of what has hardened around the roots of your heart so that something new can grow. It makes
room for the fruit of the Spirit to take hold.

Sometimes we tolerate sin rather than eradicate it. We acknowledge it, feel a little guilty, and move on
without ever truly turning. But that kind of response leaves the soil compacted. Nothing grows well in
compacted soil.

Repentance breaks it up. It creates the conditions where love, joy, peace, patience, and all the rest can
actually take root and flourish. Jesus is not asking you to perform better. He is asking you to let Him
dig a little deeper so that what grows in you is real and lasting.

Bible Verse

"But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!" - Galatians
5:22-23 (New Living Translation (NLT))

Reflection Question

Is there an area of sin in your life that you have been tolerating rather than truly turning away from,
and what might genuine repentance look like in that space?

Quote

"I think he uses this parable to show us repentance is that fertilizer that causes the tree to bear fruit."

Prayer
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Holy Spirit, dig deep in me. Where | have tolerated what | should have surrendered, bring true
repentance and make room for Your fruit to grow. Amen.
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Day 4: You Were Made to Bear Fruit

Devotional

A tree that never produces fruit is not fulfilling its purpose. That is not a harsh statement. It is just
true. And Jesus, the gardener in the parable, knows exactly what a healthy, fruit-bearing tree looks
like. That is why He refuses to give up.

Bearing fruit is not something you manufacture through sheer willpower. It is something that grows
when the conditions are right. And those conditions matter. Staying rooted in God's Word
consistently, not just in crisis moments, keeps you connected to the source of life. Being planted in a
local church, a community of believers who challenge and encourage you, gives you the soil of the
Kingdom to grow in.

And then there is the fruit of the Spirit itself. Love, joy, peace, patience, and the rest. These are not
personality traits you develop on your own. They are the result of the Holy Spirit working in you.
Sometimes that means crying out for them in a specific moment, asking God to produce in you what
you cannot produce in yourself.

One woman did exactly that. She cried out for the fruit of the Spirit in a moment of desperate need,
and God met her right there. That is available to you too. You do not have to wait until you feel ready.
You just have to ask.

Bible Verse

"The Lord isn't really being slow about His promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for
your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent." - 2 Peter 3:9
(New Living Translation (NLT))

Reflection Question

What specific fruit of the Spirit do you most need God to produce in you right now, and have you
actually asked Him for it?

Quote

"God has put a seed of something in your heart and in its season it should be bearing fruit. And if it's
not, let the Spirit of God speak your heart today."

Prayer
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Lord, | cannot grow this fruit on my own. | ask You to produce in me what only You can. Work through
Your Spirit in my life today. Amen.
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Day 5: The Gardener Has Not Given Up on You

Devotional

Here is the most encouraging part of the whole story. When the owner of the vineyard was ready to
cut the tree down, the gardener stepped in. He interceded. He said, not yet. Give it more time. Let me
work on it.

That gardener is Jesus. And He is interceding for you right now.

The enemy wants you to believe you are too far gone. That you have missed too many seasons,
wasted too many opportunities, and that the window has closed. But that is not the voice of your
Gardener. Jesus is still digging around your roots. He is still making room for growth. He has not
written you off.

Hope is not naive optimism. It is a firm and secure anchor, rooted in the character of a God who
cannot lie and who is patient beyond what we deserve. His grace is not a one-time offer that expired.

It is active, present, and working in your life today.

So take courage. Let repentance do its work. Stay rooted in the Word, planted in community, and open
to the Spirit. The fruit is coming. Your Gardener believes it, and He is not finished with you yet.

Bible Verse

"Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to God." - Matthew 3:8 (New
Living Translation (NLT))

Reflection Question

Do you truly believe that Jesus is still interceding for you and working on your behalf, or have you
accepted a lie that your best days of fruitfulness are behind you?

Quote

"Jesus, the gardener's hope for you is his grace, His fruitfulness and your repentance."

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for not giving up on me. Where | have believed the enemy's lies, replace them with
the truth of Your grace and Your hope for my life. Amen.
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