How Sweet the Sound- Part 4
Radical, Restoring, Unstoppable Grace
(Acts 15:13-19)
Today, we come to the final part of our series, “How Sweet the Sound.” We’ve been talking about Amazing Grace—not just as a song, but as a truth that shapes our lives every day.
This grace isn’t just a melody—it’s the heartbeat of heaven. It steps into broken places, lifts the fallen, heals wounds, and restores what was lost.
As we close this series, we’re going to see that grace goes further than we imagined. It breaks barriers, crosses man-made lines, tears down lifeless traditions, and calls us into bold, radical worship—even when it’s messy or undignified.
Today, we’re not just talking about grace—we’re stepping into it. This grace can’t be contained. It rewrites the rules. It invites us to dance, weep, raise our hands, and kneel before the God who says:
“I will restore David’s fallen tent. I will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be” (Amos 9:11).
Get ready—this grace changes everything. It restores, rebuilds, and sets us free to worship like never before.
Our story today comes from the book of Acts. The early church was growing, but not without challenges. And here’s what we know: hard doesn’t mean bad. Whether it’s marriage, ministry, or your calling—difficulty doesn’t mean God isn’t in it. We don’t follow Jesus expecting a life without struggle. We follow Him for strength to persevere—and to come out stronger.
The disciples were facing something unexpected. The gospel was spreading faster among Gentiles than Jews. It shocked them. Pagans and idol worshipers were hearing about Jesus, believing, and being saved.
In Acts 10, Peter preached to Cornelius, a Roman centurion and a Gentile. He shared the good news: Jesus died, rose again, and anyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness.
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on everyone listening.
“The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God” (Acts 10:44-46).
Peter returned to Jerusalem and told the apostles what had happened. The Holy Spirit had come upon Gentiles without requiring them to follow Jewish law. No circumcision. No temple rituals. Just faith in Jesus. It was undeniable—God’s grace was for everyone.
These Gentiles didn’t follow the religious rules that said:
“Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!” (Colossians 2:21).
But God was moving in their lives anyway.
After hearing the testimonies, James, the leader of the Jerusalem church, stood up and said:
“Brothers, listen to me. Simon (Peter) has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written” (Acts 15:13-15).
“‘After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it, that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord’” (Acts 15:16-17).
James saw the bigger picture. Rebuilding David’s tent wasn’t about politics—it was about the kingdom. Through Jesus, the walls were coming down. God’s presence was being poured out on all people.
And that “tent” wasn’t a building anymore—it was the Church, alive with the Holy Spirit, worshiping in Spirit and in truth.
But this restoration goes back even further—to the days when Israel was at war with the Philistines. Things weren’t going well, so the Israelites said:
“Let us bring the ark of the Lord’s covenant from Shiloh, so that it may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies” (1 Samuel 4:3).
They treated the ark like a lucky charm, trying to force God’s hand. But it didn’t work. The ark was captured, and Israel was humiliated.
The Philistines took the ark as a trophy and placed it in the temple of their god Dagon. But:
“The following morning… there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord! His head and hands had been broken off” (1 Samuel 5:3-4).
Sickness and disaster followed the ark wherever they sent it, until the Philistines finally cried out:
“What shall we do with the ark of the Lord?” (1 Samuel 6:2).
After seven months, they sent it back to Israel, where it remained at Kiriath-Jearim for about twenty years during Saul’s reign—forgotten and neglected.
But everything changed when David became king. He understood that Israel didn’t just need military strength or political leadership—they needed the presence of God. So he set out to bring the ark back to Jerusalem. But in his zeal, he ignored God’s instruction that only the Levites were to carry the ark (1 Chronicles 15:2).
Instead, David placed the ark on a new cart. As they traveled, the oxen stumbled, and a man named Uzzah reached out to steady it. But because he touched what was holy in a way God had not permitted, the Lord saw it as irreverent. His anger burned against Uzzah, and God struck him down. He died there beside the ark of God (2 Samuel 6:7).
Shaken by what happened, David left the ark at the home of Obed-Edom. But while it remained there, the Lord blessed Obed-Edom and his entire household (2 Samuel 6:11).
David couldn’t ignore what the ark represented—it was the glory of God. He said, “I want the glory back.”
This time, he followed God’s instructions. He gathered the Levites, and:
“The Levites carried the ark of God with the poles on their shoulders, as Moses had commanded in accordance with the word of the Lord” (1 Chronicles 15:15).
David had always been a worshipper. And now, wearing only a linen ephod, he danced with all his might as the ark of the Lord entered Jerusalem, accompanied by shouts and the sound of trumpets (2 Samuel 6:14-15).
This wasn’t just a celebration, it was a coronation. David laid aside his royal robes, humbled himself, and worshiped before the true King.
In that moment, Israel regained its order, vision, and anointing. What had once been distant was now near. David, anointed years earlier by the prophet Samuel, was stepping into the fullness of God’s promise.
As the prophet Habakkuk declared: “The revelation awaits an appointed time... Though it lingers, wait for it; it will certainly come” (Habakkuk 2:3).
The truth is that prophecies take time. It’s one thing to glimpse a promise—it’s another thing to be faithful and to walk in its fullness.
David’s life reflected the depth of God’s plan. He began as an overlooked shepherd boy —unseen by people, but fully known by God:
“For man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).
It was that shepherd boy who became the giant-slayer, armed with a sling, five stones, and fearless faith. He entered Saul’s house as a hero, but the celebration quickly turned into a pursuit. Saul’s jealousy drove David into hiding, where he was hunted like a fugitive. And yet through all of that, “The Lord was with David” (1 Samuel 18:14). In time, God elevated him—first as king over Judah, then over all Israel.
At thirty years old, David danced with all his might, knowing that when God anoints someone, no delay, no struggle, and no enemy can stop His promise. As Scripture says: “The Lord gave David victory wherever he went” (2 Samuel 8:6). At the height of his reign, David revealed why he was chosen. He brought the ark back to Jerusalem, laid aside his pride and position, and worshiped before the King of kings.
This wasn’t just David’s breakthrough—it was a national turning point. Years earlier, Israel had rejected God’s rule, demanding a human king. The Lord told Samuel: “It is not you they have rejected… they have rejected me as their King” (1 Samuel 8:7). Though Saul reigned for a season, David’s coronation and the return of the ark marked a divine reversal. God was once again enthroned as Israel’s true King.
So when James later addressed the elders in Jerusalem, saying this was “the restoration of David’s tent,” he was pointing back to a time when God’s presence was near, accessible, and overflowing with promise. And now, through Jesus, that same promise was being fulfilled in a radical and unstoppable way.
David’s act of bringing back the ark wasn’t just symbolic—it was a bold break from dead tradition. It takes courage to leave the old behind and step into something new.
For twenty years, Israel had worshiped before an empty veil—clinging to form without presence. By law, the ark belonged behind the veil in Moses’ tent on Mount Gibeon, hidden in the holy of holies. But David did something different: “He brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the Lord” (2 Samuel 6:17). David brought the ark beyond the veil, to a place where there was no barrier, no separation—just the raw, living glory of God dwelling among His people.
You have probably heard someone say, “You can’t worship like that.” But the devil is a liar. You might be the first in your family to break a tradition, but sometimes, your miracle can only come when you break free from tradition.
David brought the ark to Jerusalem—a place Moses never envisioned. In the same way, you’re not called to repeat the past. You’re called to build on it and go further. David didn’t just return the ark—he ushered in a new expression of grace that shattered expectations.
According to the law, his actions should have cost him his life. No one was allowed to approach the ark casually. God had warned Moses: “Tell your brother that he is not to come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place… or else he will die” (Leviticus 16:2). But God gave David access others didn’t have. Not because of his title or position, not even his praise, but what opened the way—was grace. God saw David’s heart of worship and gave him favor that broke every rule.
You see, when the Holy Spirit moves, even the mightiest man or woman of God must bow low in worship. That’s why Scripture declares: “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” (Psalm 150:6). And the truth is that the more important you are, or influence you carry, the more you should enter His presence dancing and leaping, declaring like David: “I will bless the Lord at all times” (Psalm 34:1).
That’s important because if God can trust you with His praise, He will pour out His blessing. And so, you are never too rich, too educated, too reserved, or too introverted to praise Him. It is our responsibility, our calling to praise Him with our intellect, our success, and our voice—because He is the King of kings, and He deserves it all.
When James stood and spoke to the church in Jerusalem, he connected that moment to a powerful prophetic promise. He quoted the prophet Amos, through whom God declared: “On that day, I will restore David’s fallen tent. I will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be, so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name” (Amos 9:11-12).
In Acts 15, James applied this directly to the inclusion of the Gentiles. God’s plan had always been to restore a spiritual family—united under grace and the Lordship of Christ. This wasn’t just about David’s throne—it was about the kingdom of God revealed through His Son, Jesus.
And He’s still doing it today. Some of you are stepping into places others said you didn’t belong—but you’re standing there by grace. You are the exception by grace.
In Acts, the church began rising in ways no one expected. The Jews—those who had the promises—were turning away. But Gentiles, with no background in the Law, were being filled with the Holy Spirit. They worshiped without circumcision, without temple rituals—because when God decides to bless, He doesn’t need anyone’s permission.
It was in that context James stood and boldly declared: “In that day I will restore David’s fallen tent” (Amos 9:11). And that is where grace breaks through tradition. I believe in these last days, worship will erupt in unexpected places—denominational churches, youth camps, recovery centers, homeless shelters, and in the lives of people no one could imagine coming to God. But in fact, God will fill and use those who don’t know the Pope from a presbyter, pastor, or popsicle.
Then James said: “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God” (Acts 15:19). In other words, he was announcing a grace that doesn’t hold back—an extravagant grace that walks into a bar at 1 AM and says: “Come, all you who are thirsty” (Isaiah 55:1). It’s that kind of amazing Grace that turns the last into the first, the addict into a preacher, the persecutor into a worshiper—just like Grace took Rahab the prostitute and Saul the Christian killer and placed them right in the center of God’s plan.
That is the place of grace, no one is disqualified, because the Bible says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). But the blood of Jesus doesn’t discriminate, He makes us new, not because we’re perfect or worthy, but because of His divine purpose.
David’s tent represents a new order—where grace replaces law, glory replaces form, worship replaces ritual, and God moves freely among His people.
Will you embrace that grace today? Stepping past comfort, tradition, religion, and pride, and declaring: “Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.”
When you embrace that kind of grace, worship will never be the same. Some of you will dance. Some will kneel. Some will weep. But when the King of glory steps in, chains break, strongholds fall, and every yoke is destroyed—because grace can do what therapy and counseling alone never could.
God never desired lifeless routines. He longs for Spirit-filled, authentic worship—expressed through the unique way He created you. He’s not looking for imitation. He wants your real heart and your genuine praise.
So here’s the challenge: let go of every burden. Break free from what binds you. Lift your hands. Raise your voice. Set aside your pride and say, “Lord, I give You all of me.”
If you receive this word the way the Holy Spirit poured it into my heart, your life will never be the same. Because this isn’t just another message—it’s a divine invitation to transformation. So, every single one of you—lift your hands, lift your voice, and pour out your worship to the One who is worthy!
God’s amazing grace is here—right now. Step into it with boldness. Receive it with faith. Walk in it with confidence. Worship in it with everything you’ve got.
“Open your heart and let the King of glory come in” (Psalm 24:7). Because when He comes in, everything changes.

Pastor John Talcott
Christ’s Community Church
303 West Lincoln Avenue
Emmitsburg, MD 21727
May 18, 2025
(301) 447-4224
www.cccaog.org

Graphics, notes, and commentary from LifeChurch, Ministry Pass, PC Study Bible, Preaching Library, and Sermon Central. Scripture from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.


2

