Not What You Think: Prophecy pt. 1

What are we traditionally taught about prophecy in Sunday school and church? List a few things you have learned about prophecy.




Think about the things you wrote down above and consider why you were taught these things. Why do you think these specific things are what pops into your head when you hear the word “prophecy?”



Two Major Shifts
Constantinian Shift
The battle of Milvian Bridge in ______ CE/AD
As Constantine was preparing for battle he saw a ______ symbol in the sky and a voice saying ________ ____ ______. He won the battle and concludes that Christianity is luck for winning wars.
Constantine declares that Christianity is no longer ____________.
After a few decades, Christianity is useful for those who want _____________, getting laws passed, getting invited to parties, to get government ____________.
Priests also get _______ __________.
By 380 CE/AD, Christianity becomes the __________ __________ of the Holy Roman Empire.

So, lots of people began joining the church… But what do you think their motives were?




Prophecy has three major functions:
1) Prophecy speaks to _________.
2 Samuel 12  Nathan confronting David’s sin
1 Kings 18  Elijah challenging Ahab and the prophets of Baal

2) Prophecy advocates for the _______ and _________.
Isaiah 1:17
Amos 5:11-12

3) Prophecy speaks ________
Jeremiah 1:17 
1 Kings 22

Consider this question: Do those in power like to be questioned or to lose their power? Why or why not?

Put yourself in the shoes of a prophet under a Roman King. What would you do or not do regarding how you would teach the prophets?


The Anti-Jewish Polemic
Think about the relationship between Israelites who did not follow Jesus and Israelites who did follow Jesus. What did this look like?

What source texts did Jesus believing Israelites use to support their faith and why?



What were the natural results of using the prophets in this way? 



What did the interactions between Gentile Christians and traditional Jewish people look like after the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE/AD? What was the result?



Why were the prophets domesticated? How did this impact our understanding of the prophets?

What are the results of only using prophecy as a “Jesus-pointing” tool for centuries?

What does all of this mean for us today?
