[image: ]The Sign of Jonah – Matthew 12:38-42
Chapter 1 was “Running From God.”  Chapter 2 was “Jonah’s Passionate Prayer” from inside the belly of the great fish (whale).  Chapter 3 saw “A Great Revival” as Jonah preached a simple message and all of Nineveh repented.  Finally, Chapter 4 was “God’s Object Lesson” as we saw God use a tree to demonstrate to Jonah that he should have more care about the people of Nineveh.  Jesus in the New Testament referenced “The Sign of Jonah.”

1. Jonah a ______________________________________________________________________

a. Jonah Pictures Jesus’ __________________________________________________  
i. Vs. 40 – “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”
ii. 1 Cor. 15:3-4 – “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:”

b. Both things ______________________________________________________
i. John 12:24 – “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”
ii. Acts 17:3 – “Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.”
iii. 1 Cor. 15:14 – “And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.”

c. We don’t need ____________________________________________________
i. Vs. 39 – “….An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas…”
ii. Heb. 4:12 – “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
iii. Luke 16:27-31 – the Rich man and Lazarus.  
1. Luke 16:31 – “And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”


2. The ___________________________________________________________________

a. Both Jonah and Jesus ______________________________________________________ 
i. Jonah 3:4 – “And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.”
ii. John 9:39 – “And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.”
iii. Matt. 10:28 – “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

b. Both Events led to ___________________________________________________________
i. Jonah 3:5 – “So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.”
ii. Isaiah 42:6-7 – “I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles…..”

c. Are you ___________________________________________________________________
i. Jonah 4:1 – “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.”
ii. Matt. 9:36 – “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”
iii. John 8:11 – “She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”

3. ______________________________________________________

a. The ______________________________________________________
i. John 14:2-3 – “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
ii. 1 Thess. 4:16-17 – “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

b. Are you _____________________________________________________
i. Titus 2:13 – “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;”
ii. 2 Tim. 4:8 – “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”





If you’ve never accepted Christ for salvation, let me share with you the simple ABC’s of Salvation 
A – Admit you’re a sinner undeserving of going to Heaven (Rom. 3:23, 6:23) 
B – Believe Jesus died for your sins and rose again, proving that He was God (Rom. 5:8, 1 Cor. 15:3-4) 
C – Confess Him as your Saviour, trusting Him as your way to Heaven (Rom. 10:9-10, Acts 16:31) 
If you have any questions about salvation, please call Pastor Kurt @ 513-377-8645
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