[image: ]The Hope of Heaven – Colossians 1:1-10
Colossians is 1 of 4 Prison Epistles – Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon.  Most of the New Testament Epistles are Paul writing back to churches that he planted.  It seems that Colosse is a church Paul didn’t plant, and had never even visited.  Probably what happened was Paul led Epaphras to Christ on his trip to Ephesus.  Epaphras probably planted this church.  The Church was getting attacks from all directions of false teaching, mainly about who Jesus was.   

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________

a. No one is ______________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 1 – “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother….”
ii. 1 Tim. 1:15-16 – “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.”
1. Vs. 2 – “….Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

b. Paul cared for ___________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 2 – “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse………”

c. Paul calls them __________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 2 – “….To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ…..”


2. _______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Paul was __________________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 3 – “We give thanks to God and the Father……praying always for you…”
Vs. 9 – “….do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
ii. Eph. 6:18 – “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;”

b. Paul speaks of ______________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 4-5 – “Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;”
1. Heb. 11:1 – “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”


2. 1 Peter 1:13-15 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

c. The greatest of these _________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 4 – “…..and of the love which ye have to all the saints,,,,,,,,”
ii. 1 Cor. 13:13 – “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”  


3. _______________________________________________________________________________________

a. When you understand Grace, __________________________________________________
i. Vs. 2 – “…Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
1. GRACE – God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.  

b. When you understand Grace, ___________________________________________________
i. Vs. 6 – “Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:”
ii. John 15:5 – “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”
iii. Gal. 5:22-23 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

c. When you understand Grace, _____________________________________________________
i. Eph. 2:8-9 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.”







If you’ve never accepted Christ for salvation, let me share with you the simple ABC’s of Salvation 
A – Admit you’re a sinner undeserving of going to Heaven (Rom. 3:23, 6:23) 
B – Believe Jesus died for your sins and rose again, proving that He was God (Rom. 5:8, 1 Cor. 15:3-4) 
C – Confess Him as your Saviour, trusting Him as your way to Heaven (Rom. 10:9-10, Acts 16:31) 
If you have any questions about salvation please call Pastor Kurt @ 513-377-8645
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