[image: ]Living In An Ungodly World – Esther 1
The significance of the Book of Esther is the fact that the Jews were almost exterminated from the face of the earth in this story, but the providence of God prevented that from happening.
	[bookmark: Nehemiah]Let's put the Book of Esther in perspective with Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai and Zechariah:

	538 B.C.
	Cyrus (of Persia) assumes control of the Babylonian Empire .
	Ezra 1

	537/536 B.C.
	Cyrus decrees that the Jerusalem Temple is to be rebuilt and that the Jewish exiles may return.
	Ezra 1:1-4

	536/535 B.C.
	The first Jewish exiles return to Jerusalem.
	Ezra 1-2

	520-516 B.C.
	The temple is rebuilt in Jerusalem.
Haggai and Zechariah live and prophesy during this period.
Darius is the ruler of the Persian Empire.
	Ezra 5-6
Zechariah 1

	483 B.C.
	King Xerxes (Persia) deposes Queen Vashti.
	Esther 1

	479 B.C.
	King Xerxes marries Esther.
	Esther 2

	458 B.C.
	Ezra leads more exiles back to Jerusalem.
Artaxerxes is the ruler of the Persian Empire.
	Ezra 7-10

	445 B.C.
	Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls under King Artaxerxes of Persia.
	Nehemiah 1-2



1. _______________________________________________________________________________________

a. The Persian Kingdom was _______________________________________________________
i. Vs. 1 – “Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and twenty provinces:)”
ii. Daniel 2 – the great image with head of gold (Babylon), arms of silver (Medo-Persian empire).
iii. Daniel 7 – the vision of the beast – Babylon – Medo-Persian – Greek (Alexander the Great)
iv. Jer. 51:11 – “… the LORD hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes: for his device is against Babylon, to destroy it; because it is the vengeance of the LORD…of his temple.”
v. Daniel 5:30-31 – the writing on the wall meant the end of Babylon, and Darius the Mede took over Babylon.  

b. Every Ruler is _________________________________________________________________
i. Rom. 13:1 – “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.”
ii. Phil. 2:9-11 – “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow……And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

c. God is ______________________________________________________________________
i. Gen. 50:20 – “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.”
ii. Gal. 4:4 – “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law…”
2. _______________________________________________________________________________________

a. An Ungodly King _____________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 7,8,10 – “And they gave them drink…..when the heart of the king was merry with wine….”
ii. Prov. 20:1 – “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.”
iii. Prov. 23:29-35 – TURN AND READ

b. An Ungodly King is ____________________________________________________________ 
i. Vs. 4 – “….an hundred and fourscore days.”  Vs. 5 – “….seven days…”

c. An Ungodly King ______________________________________________________________ 
i. Vs. 15,19,21 – “What shall we do..” “If it please the king.”  “and the saying pleased the king…”
ii. 1 Kings 12:8 – “But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and consulted with the young men that were grown up with him, and which stood before him:”
iii. Pro. 11:14 – “Where no counsel is, the people fall…multitude of counsellors there is safety.”
iv. Pro. 19:20 – “Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in thy latter end.”

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Treat her with _______________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 11 – “To bring Vashti the queen before the king….”
ii. 1 Peter 3:7 – “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.”
1. Prov. 31:10 – “Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.”

b. Be Careful with _____________________________________________________________
i. Vs. 12 – “….the king very wroth, and his anger burned in him.”
ii. Proverbs 15:1 – “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.”
iii. James 1:19 – “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:”
1. Ephesians 4:26 – “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:”

c. A _________________________________________________________________________ 
i. Eph. 5:25 – “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;”
If you’ve never accepted Christ for salvation, let me share with you the simple ABC’s of Salvation 
A – Admit you’re a sinner undeserving of going to Heaven (Rom. 3:23, 6:23) 
B – Believe Jesus died for your sins and rose again, proving that He was God (Rom. 5:8, 1 Cor. 15:3-4) 
C – Confess Him as your Saviour, trusting Him as your way to Heaven (Rom. 10:9-10, Acts 16:31) 
If you have any questions about salvation please call Pastor Kurt @ 513-377-8645
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