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What does surrender mean to you? What kinds of things come to mind?
Giving up? Giving in? Weakness? – if these things come to mind id like to challenge you today…
Total trust- Letting go of control- Surrendering of your heart – Surrendering of your personal agency
As you Consider the motivation, the call and the cost of surrender? 
Both the Great Boatlift of 2001 exemplify a profound spirit of surrender, The essence of surrender in the event reveals itself through the collective willingness of ordinary people to relinquish personal safety, comfort, and control for the sake of a greater cause. 
### 1. **The Great Boatlift of 2001**
On September 11, 2001, after the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center, over 500,000 people were stranded in Lower Manhattan. In response, hundreds of civilian mariners spontaneously mobilized to evacuate those in danger, forming the largest maritime evacuation in history.
- **Surrender to Compassion**: The boat captains, fishermen, and ordinary mariners surrendered any concerns about their own safety, time, or resources. 
- **Surrender of Control**: The event was chaotic and unplanned; there was no directive from a higher authority organizing the evacuation. 
- **Spirit of Unity and Sacrifice**: The participants let go of any personal agendas, surrendering their daily routines and livelihoods. The unity and willingness to serve in this time of crisis became a powerful demonstration of surrender to a cause bigger than any individual.
This event powerfully illustrates how surrender, in the form of selfless action and unity, can lead to extraordinary outcomes. They remind us that surrendering our own plans, fears, or needs for the sake of others or a higher cause can be a transformative and even miraculous force.
Introduction
Have you ever wanted something so badly but can’t have it because “you think” the cost is just way too much?
Have you ever wanted to pursue a big vision but are reluctant because you think you lack the ability to get it done on your own!
Have you ever thought I’m not enough – I have way too many issues to be able to surrender all to God!
“You may think” you don’t have what’s required to achieve your desire now: But you do have everything you need to surrender right where your at, right now!

Transition- I want to encourage you and speak to any anxiety or fear today concerning what you think that you lack. I want you to know that your surrender to God is beautiful to God- you are enough 
God does not ask you to bring an all perfect surrendered life to the altar (out of your own strength and by your own will power). But he does ask you to bring your surrendered all out of your lack. 
Phil. 2:13 for hit is God who works in you, both to will and to work for ihis good pleasure. it's God that works in us to do the job he has given us. Lets not shrink back because we are aware of our own lack.
“Learning to Fight in the shade” -battle of Thur-mop-oh-lee
What are some areas in your life where you think you are not enough?
What can we learn from the widow who surrenders all? Who is she? 
Luke 21:1-4 Jesus1 looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2 and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.23 And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”
Paint a picture- Who is this woman? Someone who had someone, forced to provide when all is stacked against, someone who has no natural securities, someone who seems invisible, who is responsible, who is discounted
A. Jesus points out to His disciples that the widow’s gift, though small in monetary value, was greater than the larger sums given by the rich. He explains that the wealthy gave out of their surplus, but the widow gave “all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4).
B. The widow’s act of giving everything she had symbolizes total surrender and trust in God. Her offering was a profound act of faith, demonstrating that her reliance was not on her material wealth but on God’s provision. 
C. Faith and Trust: The widow’s surrender highlights a faith that trusts God completely, even in dire circumstances. It is an example of holding nothing back and trusting that God will provide, even when it seems impossible. ? 
In what ways can we surrender?
In humility – acknowledging His Greatness and her dependency
In trust – Full confidence in His plans – even when we don’t understand
Proverbs 3:5-6—trusting God with all your heart.
In obedience - Willingness to follow God’s commands, regardless of personal cost.
Viewing obedience as an act of worship 
“If you love me you will keep my commandments” John 14:15
In devotion - Prioritizing time in God’s presence and seeking His will consistently
Unwavering commitment to God, reflecting in actions and choices.
How do we surrender in worship?
Wholehearted – 
Mt. 22:37 And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
Authentic-
Mt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God
Sacrificial –
Lk. 9:23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
What is it that you need to surrender today?


