The heart of worship: Intimacy with God

Aim: Here at LifeHouse Church we desire to have an authentic and meaningful experience with God during our time of worship. This kind of experience does not happen by accident, we are learning and “Have learned” that it requires a very intentional ministry philosophy that leads us to how and why we worship.

Personal journey
In order to better understand how we worship I think its important that I share with you some of my (our) history that helped shape this worship culture that we aim to build.
Cultivating a passion for Jesus in 1991-
I came to a born again relationship with Jesus out of a place of desperation. I was at a place in my life where I was specifically looking for  purpose, significance, acceptance and meaning. “Why am I even here”, What is my purpose”? “How do I get my deepest needs met” ? “I am lost and need help”. 
This is where I really fell in love with Jesus, I started seeking the Lord, searching the scripture, memorizing verses, praying and fasting, worshipping God in my home, my truck, in the woods of Oklahoma.
It was here where I heard the call to ministry – I knew I was going to pursue ministry some how. 
Something transpired out of those beginning days- “I wanted more” ! What I wanted, I was not able to get in typical church environment. I was beginning to develop an appetite for the things of God that gripped my heart and thrusted me into a search for depth , authenticity, powerful, personal and intimate..
Jn 5:39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 
“Do you want to go to a real Church” (I had a vision while I was worshipping at this little church)
A couple of days later I ran into a guy I barely knew… “Hey Doug, would you like to go to a real church”? I was immediately put on guard and said, “get behind me satan”! 
Jn 8:33 But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and *said, “Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on [s]God’s interests, but man’s.” (Like Peter I misunderstood the revelation, I did not realize that it was  in the wilderness that the Lord was going to build His church in me)
Keith invited me to a conference in KC called a “passion for Jesus” – It was there with 5 other friends, over the course of 7 days that I encountered the manifest presence of the Living God in a place of worship.
Encountering the presence of God in worship
This was my first experience where I was knowingly singing love songs to Jesus, not songs about God but to Him, something shifted – It was Eurphoric – hundreds of voices – supernatural experience
People were affected everywhere – laying all over the place, crying, singing, worshipping, demons were coming out of people without any effort or assistance.
It was here that I got vision for corporate worship that was more than an experience, more than a musical set, or the latest Michael W Smith Tape – It was transformational I was changed
I was ruined forever! I had no idea how to recreate what happened at that conference, but it became my new mission, I wanted that reality of heaven on earth again.
I bought the audio cassette tapes of all the sessions of the worship times where we were singing and praising. We played them over and over again every chance we had. I could remember nearly every of each part of those tapes and how I was postured at the moment.
I thought I could use those tapes to bring others into what I was experiencing.
Its not the style of the music, or the giftedness of the musicians that ushers in the presence of God. It’s the posture of the heart that positions itself in a place of adoration and affection, submission and honor toward Jesus 
We were experiencing God because we were worshipping Him. We were bowing down, kneeling, lifting hands, praying in the Spirit with words we could understand and words we could not.
My personal worship deepened – what we do alone with the Lord determines how intimate and transformational His presence comes.
When we honor God with our worship – we experience His glory, and He visits us with His manifest presence of the Holy Spirit.
Worship is a 2-part expression:
Communication with God through singing and prayer
Communication from God through teaching and preaching the word, prophecy, exhortation.     
We worship God in adoration. When we do, we are drawn int0o His presence where He speaks to us.
What is worship? Probably one of the most significant lessons I learned in those days was that worship is something I freely gave to God as an act of my will because of His love toward me.
Ps. 18:1 “I love You, O Lord, my strength.”
Worship is also an expression of awe, submission, and respect toward God:
Ps 95: 1-2 O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before His presence with [a]thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with [b]psalms. 
Ps 96:1-3  Sing to the Lord a new song; Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 2 Sing to the Lord, bless His name; Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day. 3 Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds among all the peoples.
Our hearts desire should be to worship God: this is what we are designed to do. The reality is that, if we do not worship God, we will worship something or someone else.
How should we worship God? There are various ways to worship God described in the Old and New testament
Adoration – Praising God for who He is, the Lord of the universe
Thanksgiving – giving thanks to God for what He has done, especially for His works of creation and salvation.
Confession – the acknowledgement of sin and guilt to a holy and righteous God.
Not only our thought and intellect but our body as well. We see throughout scriptures there are several forms of prayer and praise, such as; Singing, playing musical instruments, dancing, kneeling, bowing down, lifting hands and so on
Rom 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, [a]acceptable to God, which is your [b]spiritual service of worship.
What does God want from our worship?
Jn 4:23-24 But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24 God is [a]spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
He wants us to develop an identity as worshippers in the nature of God which is Spirit and in the truth which is in Christ and Christ-centered.
We worship the Father through Jesus Christ our singing is Christ-centered (to him and about Him) 
We worship in communion
We worship as we are led by the Holy Spirit – speaking to us through the gifts of the the Spirit (prophecy, tongues, interpretation of tongues)     
