Cultivating Spiritual Sensitivity : Luke 2:25

Luke continues in painting this picture of the Messiah, the king of the world, of the savior. But not in the same light of Ceasar or some royalty king as we would expect. Luke does the opposite; he brings in this sober reality with color palette of blues and gray in a dark sky. In these verses Luke warns us that it does not look like what people expected as he reveals the suffering of Jesus that will be the answer to the immediate suffering that is present. Luke continues to send the message that this gospel of Jesus is for everyone…
Introduction (sighting in the objective)
Do you have a bucket list?
What do you want to accomplish before you leave this earth? What do you want to see? All your affairs in order, leave an inheritance to your family? Your name honored? A legacy of honor?
Simeon was a prophet who was part of (an end-time) a sub-culture, who was waiting for the return of Christ. Lk 2:25 introduces him as a righteous and devout man – who had a different kind of desire- a desire that allowed him to cultivate a sensitivity to the Holy Spirit.
Read Lk 2:21-35- “Emphasize 25 and 27
Sensitivity- - capacity for being aware of the needs and emotions of others – by being able to “read the room”
Sensitivity of spirit- capacity for being aware of what God is saying or doing at a particular time
How did Simeon’s spiritual sensitivity place him at the temple on that 40th day after purification” VS 27
  Simeon -70 yrs or so waiting , standing, praying , longing for the coming of the Lord’s Christ. Long time of cultivating value.
Although the Lord told him he wasn’t going to die until he saw the messiah – you know that under certain pressures we are tempted to question what the Lord has spoken. I am sure that Simeon suffered the same assaults on his mind that we do when we are “stuck in the waiting”
Do not question in the dark what the Lord has revealed in the light.. 

Are you waiting on God for something? Waiting for healing, waiting to overcome, waiting for freedom, relational damage, brokenness? 
How did Simeon cultivate this sensitivity – “By looking for it” (Pros-deck-ah-my)
Pros-deck-ah-my – to lean forward and move, to receive something of value by the hand

Hummingbird story - RAS
Simeon was a man who was aware – His name meant “to listen”
To be aware of God is to be aware of self and to be aware of self is to be aware of God. John Calvin said,” that these 2 things are so intertwined that it is not easy to determine which of the two is first and gives birth to the other”
He lived in a spiritual place – A man in Jerusalem
He lived a spiritual life that was obedient to the promptings of the Holy Spirit
Gal 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 
He served a spiritual purpose (a transcendent cause) selfless, timeless, other worldly
Lk 2:25 … looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
Consolation – para klee-sees (comforter)

What do you value – what are you focused on – what do you have vision for – what do you want to grow in-what has the Lord promised you? – Start looking for it! Put time into it, read about it, pray about it…

How does cultivating sensitivity to the Spirit impact and influence others?
This is the part that Luke describes that is hard to swallow. But truly this is where the power of the gospel truly is…

Once the cross has been made real to us- we then are prepared to make the cross of Christ effective to others.

Lk 2:34-35 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— 35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

Spiritual Sensitivity cannot be faked or manufactured or hyped up- but only comes because of soul piercing revelation

This subject of Simeon kind of frightens me – the last time I studied this I actually asked the Lord to give me this kind of revelation, pierce me so I may be more effective for your Kingdom…
Awakens us – to a reality that is bigger than my personal experience “Rise and Fall of many”
Its like someone let all the air out- things go from glorious to this weighty cost “Everything just got real”
Pathway of vulnerability- Sensitivity- causes a looking for the Spirit – sets us on a trajectory toward a “Soul Piercing Revelation”
Lk 2:35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
Simeon is speaking about the cross – He sees a cost and a required sacrifice 
Holy Spirit will always lead us to calvary -over and over again
Empowers us- 
2 co 4:12 So death works in us, but life in you. 
After our SPR’s,  Dark night of the soul, starry night – our testimony comes alive – our message becomes more insightful, we become more compassionate, more grounded, more sensitive.
We cannot effectively tell others about the cross of Jesus if we ourselves have not sat at the foot of it in a humble broken mess- only to find the God of resurrection raising us up to a place of wholeness. 

Guided contemplation “cultivate spiritual sensitivity” exercise:
· Invite the Holy Spirit (settle your hearts and cultivate peace)
· I want you to receive right now, Im not looking for any gift expression, just dial down
· What is the Holy Spirit saying to you?
· Take inventory: 
· Are you feeling vulnerable or uncomfortable (maybe awkward , its ok) 
· Is there anything from the message that you need to take action on?
· Respond to him
· Yes Lord I hear you
· Commit to take action
· Allow Him to process this with you
· Maybe you need prayer to help process, if so we are here!
· Anyone have a sense to share a gift – something welling up inside?


Andy Antal.. Where do you have a sense to go for prayer from here? I suggest to keep it very simple and ask 1 question for response and simple prayer inviting the Holy Spirit to come.
