
(Preliminary minutes – subject to approval by Presbytery of Lake Huron) 

PRESBYTERY OF LAKE HURON 
Stated Meeting – March 7, 2026 

 
The Presbytery of Lake Huron was called to order with prayer by the Moderator, Paul 
Pfeuffer, at 9:30 a.m., on Saturday, March 7, 2026, and was held via Zoom. 
 
The Stated Clerk reviewed the meeting instructions and Zoom protocols. 
 
The roll was taken, and the moderator announced that a quorum was present. 
[ATTACHMENT A] 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to seat Matthew Aragon-Bruce (Lake Michigan) and Luke 
Choi (Western Reserve) as Corresponding Members. 
 
Welcoming of new commissioners was held. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to adopt the docket. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to approve the items on the Consent Agenda. They are as 
follows: 
 

1. Approve the minutes of the December 2, 2025 Presbytery meeting. 
 
2. Approve a renewal of the previously Presbytery approved motion that 

congregations who request it be granted a one-year exception to G-2.0404, 
allowing elders and deacons to serve beyond the normal limit of six years. 

 
3. Approve the following actions with regard to the review of Session minutes and 

Church Registers:  
 

a. The minutes of the following churches be approved without exception: Cass 
City Fraser, Saginaw First, Flint First 

 
b. The minutes of the following churches be approved with exception: None 
 
c. The minutes of the following churches were not approved: None. 
 
d. The church registers for the following churches be approved without exception: 

Cass City Fraser, Saginaw First, Flint First 
 
e. The church registers for the following church be approved with exceptions: 

None 
 
WORSHIP was led by the Presbytery’s Pastors To Pastors, Brenna Overland and Joseph 
Novak.  
 
A short break was taken after worship. 
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The TRUSTEES report was given by Glenn Grant and Linda Graham. 
 
Discussion was held regarding Davison-St. Andrews. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to approve that Davison-St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 
8192 Davison Rd, Davison, MI, may accept the purchase agreement with Journeys 
Ministries, 102 S. Main St, Davison, MI to sell their church building and property for 
$300,000 (cash sale). [ATTACHMENT B] 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to approve the relocation of the Davison St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church to 102 S. Main Street, Davison MI 48423 from its current location.  
 
Trustees presented the following items for information: 
 

1. The following were re-elected as the officers for the Trustees: 
President Rev. Glenn Grant, Honorably Retired 
Vice President Elder Tim Rutzen, Bay City Westminster  
Secretary Rev. Ted McCulloch, Stated Clerk 
Treasurer Elder Roger Scovill, Saginaw Countryside Trinity  

 
2. Appointed Elder Charles Hewitt, Bay City-First and Elder Sue McClary, Saginaw-

First to the Investment Committee. 
 

3. Per the Presbytery policy of 75% of the prime rate on January 1, 20-26, the 
Trustees approved the Presbytery loan interest rate for 2026 to be 5.06% for all 
future loans.   

 
A prayer for Davison-St. Andrews was led by Glenn Grant at the conclusion of the 
Trustees report. 
 
The BOARD OF PENSIONS report was given by Luke Choi. 
 
The SYNOD OF THE COVENANT report was given by Matthew Aragon-Bruce (Director 
of Cultivating the Gift of Preaching Initiative) and Chip Hardwick (Synod Executive). 
 
The NOMINATING TEAM report was given by Scott Kroener. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to elect Trish Martin, Elder, Midland-Memorial, as Synod 
Commissioner, Class of 2028 
 
The STATED CLERK’S REPORT was given by Ted McCulloch. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to approve the 2025 Annual Statistical Report 
[ATTACHMENT C] 

 



Preliminary Minutes – March 7, 2026 
Page 3 
 
 
The Stated Clerk presented the following items for information: 

 
1. Training for elders to serve communion in their home congregations or moderate 

Session for other congregations will be held at Fairgrove Presbyterian Church on 
Saturday, April 11, 2026, starting at 10 AM.  Further information will be in upcoming 
additions of the Presbytery’s Bi-Weekly Brief. 

 
2. Schedule of the remaining 2026 Presbytery meetings: 

 
Date Host 
June 2, 2026 Linden 
September 15, 2026 Holly 
December 1, 2026 Flint First 

 
The PRESBYTERY COUNCIL report was given by Beth Asperger. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to elect Elder Linda Kennan (Midland-Memorial), Region 2 
and Rev. Paul Pfeuffer (Flushing), Region 3, to the Nominating Team, Class of 2028.  

 
The Presbytery Council presented the following items for information:  
 

1. Elected Elder Beth Asperger as Moderator of the Presbytery Council for 2026. 
Rev. Andrew Miller was re-elected Vice-Moderator of the Presbytery Council for 
2026.  
 

2. The following were appointed to their respective committees: 
Budget & Finance Elder Roger Scovill (ex-officio) and Elder Beth 

Asperger  
Planning/Visioning/Equipping 
 

Rev. Paul Pfeuffer, Elder Linda Kennan, Rev. 
Joseph Novak and Rev. Brenna Overland 
 

3. Designation of the Presbytery meeting offering will be to the Mission Grant 
program. 

 
4. The following were re-appointed to positions on the Personnel Team, Class of 

2026: 
• Elder Janie Gugino, Saginaw-First 
• Elder Bonnie Rapson, Kinde-First 
• Elder Ed Savage, Birch Run-Taymouth 
• Rev. Kim Strunz, Member-at-Large 

 
5. Elder Beth Asperger, Elder Linda Kennan and Rev. Dawn Russell were appointed 

to the Listening and Discovery Committee in response to the motion from the 
December 2025 Presbytery meeting regarding the establishment of such a 
committee. 
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6. Approved sending a letter to the Presbytery of Chicago expressing prayers and 
support for the witness of that Presbytery and its communities during the 
immigration protests.  Please contact the Presbytery office for the complete text. 
 

7. Approved the 2026 Presbytery meeting dates along with permission for 
Communion to be served at any or all of the Presbytery meetings: 

• March 7 – Zoom 
• June 2 – Linden 
• September 15 – Holly 
• December 1 – Flint-First 

 
The COMMISSION ON MINISTRY AND MINISTRY PREPARATION report was given by 
Dawn Russell. 
 
The Commission on Ministry and Ministry Preparation reported that it took the following 
actions on behalf of presbytery: 
 

1. Approved the renewal of the Pastoral Partnership Agreement between the Rev. 
Denny Irish, Vassar-First and First United Methodist Church of Vassar effective 
January 1, 2026 for a period of one year. Time expectations to Vassar-First is 
part-time (20 hours/week). The following are the terms for Vassar-First’s portion 
of his salary and funds will be paid to Vassar-First United Methodist on a monthly 
basis. 

 
Salary $40,929/annum ($3,411/month) (Vassar-

First’s portion) 
Housing Included in salary paid to V-FUMC 
Medical Included in salary paid to V-FUMC 
Continuing 
Education 

Included in salary paid to V-FUMC 

Travel 
Reimbursement 

Included in salary paid to V-FUMC 

Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Additional Leave 4 weeks on the 5th Sundays on the month 

 
2. Approved the part-time (approximately 48 days/year) CRE Covenant renewal 

between Elder Jon Baker and Rosebush for a period of one year effective 
November 1, 2025. Terms are as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $200/week 
Vacation Time 4-8 Sundays 
Study Leave N/A 

                   
 The Rev. Andrew Miller will continue to serve as his mentor. 
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3. Approved the part time (8-10 hours/week) Temporary Relationship covenant 
between Grand Blanc-Kirkridge and Elder Julianne Princinsky effective January 
1, 2026 for a period of six months. Terms are as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $1,200/month 
Social 
Security/Medicare 

$91.80/month 

  
Vacation 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Study Leave 1 week including 1 Sunday 

 
4. Approved the full time Temporary Relationship covenant between Davison-St. 

Andrew’s and Rev. Linda Graham effective January 1, 2026 for a period of one 
year. Terms are as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $25,000 
Housing Allowance $22,000 
IRA Allowance $4,000 
Medical (estimate) $3,500 
Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave Time 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Family Leave Time Up to 12 weeks 

 
5. Approved the CRE contract between Elder Mark Garavaglia and Sandusky and 

Yale-First congregations effective January 1, 2026 for a period of one year. 
Terms are as follows: 

 
Salary $837/week [split 60% (Sandusky)/40% (Yale)] 
Medical $800/month 
Continuing 
Education 

$1000/year   

Travel 
Reimbursement 

At current IRS Rate 

Vacation Allowance 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Family Leave Time Up to 12 weeks 

   The Rev. Robbie Carnes continues to serve as his mentor. 
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6. Approved the part-time (25 hours/week) Temporary Supply Covenant renewal 
between the Rev. Sue Hand and Tawas effective for a period of one year, 
effective January 1, 2026. Terms are as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $27,000 
Housing Allowance $25,000 
Travel Reimbursement At IRS rate 
Vacation Time 4 weeks (non-consecutive) including 4 

Sundays 
Study Leave Time 3 weeks including Sundays 
Compensatory Time Off 5 weeks including Sundays 

12 weeks plus Sundays at one week 
per month 

Family Leave Time Up to 12 weeks 
Reimbursable Items Study leave allowance, phone calls, 

professional expenses and others 
 

7. Approved the renewal of the part-time (35 hours/month) Temporary Relationship 
Covenant between the Rev. Chris Thomas and Holly effective March 1, 2026 for a 
period of one year. Terms are as follows: 

 
Housing $1,000/month 
Travel Reimbursement At current IRS Rate 
Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave Time 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Family Leave 12 weeks 
Study Leave Allowance $650/year 
Professional Expenses $500/year 

 
8. Appointed Kim Strunz as Moderator of Session for Caro-First and Cass City-

First. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned following prayer by Paul Pfueffer at 11:30am. The next stated 
meeting of the Presbytery of Lake Huron is scheduled to be held on June 2, 2026 at 
Linden Presbyterian Church, Linden, Michigan beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ted McCulloch 
Stated Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance 
 

NAME OF 
MINISTER Present Excused Absent 

NAME OF 
MINISTER Present Excused Absent 

Ahn, Daniel (HR)  1  Moody, Chris  1  
Asperger, Nathaniel 1   Moon, Hakbae  1  
Becker, John (HR)  1  Morningstar, Mark 1   
Blackburn, David (HR)  1  Neumann, James (HR) 1  
Blatt, Karen (HR) 1   Novak, Joseph 1   
Borycz, Edward (HR)  1  Overland, Brenna 1   
Browne, Roger (HR)  1  Park, Dong Won (HR)  1  
Carnes, Lindsey  1  Parker, Kenneth (HR)  1  
Carnes, Robbie 1   Pekich-Bundy, Katrina   1   
Chambers, Jan (HR)  1  Pfeuffer, Paul 1   
Cunningham, Bruce (HR) 1  Piper, Brant  1  

Emrich, Robert (HR)  1  Piper, Leslie (HR)  1  

Eshelman, David (HR)  1  Russell, Dawn 1   
Evans-Justin, Mary Anne (HR) 1  Saperstein, Dan (HR)  1  

Graham, Linda 1   Schramm, Matthew  1  
Grant, Glenn (HR) 1   Shafer, Hal  1  
Grimes, Ronald (HR)  1  Shugert, Stephen (HR)  1  
Hand, Sue 1   Snyder, Noel  1  
Jensen, Christina 1   Stilwell, Elizabeth  1  
Kim, Do Hyeong  1  Strunz, Kim  1  
Kroener, Scott 1   Swihart, Dale (HR)  1  
Lawther, Rich  (HR)  1  Taylor, Robert (HR)  1  
Lee, Hoon Koo  1  Thomas, Chris  1  
Ludwig, Michael  1  Todd, Cassie 1   
Marquardt, Charles (HR)  1  Walser, Joseph (HR)  1  
Mayton, Wally  1  Young, Jane  1  
McCulloch, Ted 1   Ytterock, Paul  1  
Miller, Andrew 1       
Milton, Jamie 1       

    Total Present 18   
    Total Excused 38   
    Total Absent 0   
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance (Continued) 
 

NAME OF CHURCH Present Absent Elder Commissioner(s) Present 
Alma-First 1  Susan Malone 
Bay City-First 1  Clark Hughes 
Bay City-Westminster  1  
Beaverton  1  
Birch Run  1  
Breckenridge  1  
Caro  1  
Cass City-First  1  
Cass City-Fraser 1  Elizabeth Leitch 
Croswell  1  
Davison-St Andrew's  1  
Deckerville  1  
Elkton-Chandler  1  
Fairgrove 1  Beth Asperger 
Fenton-First 1  Janet Stork 
Fenton-Tyrone  1  
Flint-First 1 1 Linda Gibbs 
Flint-Trinity United  1  
Flint-Unity  1  
Flushing 1  Annette Nickel 
Grand Blanc-Kirkridge 1  Alicia Handlin 
Harbor Beach  1  
Holly 1  Jim Lyles 
Houghton Lake  1  
Ithaca-First  1  
Ithaca-Lafayette  1  
Kinde-First  1  
Lapeer-First 1  Linda Hamilton 
Linden 1  Dennis Blank 
Marlette-First  1  
Marlette-Second  1  
Midland-Memorial 2  Karen Dastick and Paul Teed 
Mt. Pleasant  1  
Rosebush  1  
Saginaw-Countryside Trinity  1  
Saginaw-First 1  Janie Gugino 
Saginaw-Korean  1  
Saginaw-Second 1  Kathryn Myers 
Sandusky  1  
Swartz Creek  1  
Tawas 1  Alan Gould 
Twining  1  
Ubly  1  
Vassar  1  
Yale  1  
Total Present 16   
Total Represented 15   
Total Not Represented 30   
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance (Continued) 
 

ELDER MEMBERS Present Absent Excused 
Beth Asperger (Council) ***    
Adam Engel (Trustee)   1 
Janie Gugino (Council) ***    
Chuck Hewiitt (Trustee)   1 
Linda Kennan (Presby VM) 1   
Sue McClary (Trustee)   1 
Ed Savage (Council)   1 
Roger Scovill (Treasurer)   1 
Tim Rutzen (Trustee)   1 
Total Elder Members 1 0 6 
*** Signed in as Elder Commissioner, did not count here  
    
COMMISIONED RULING ELDERS Present Absent Excused 
Jon Baker   1 
Jon Essex   1 
Mark Garavaglia   1 
Shaun Hardimon   1 
Bonie Rapson 1   
Chris Wolf 1   
CRE Attending 2   
CRE Not Attending 0   
CRE Excused 4   

 
CATEGORY Present Absent Excused 
Members of Presbytery 18 0 38 
Corresponding Members 2   
Commissioned Ruling Elders 2 0 4 
Church Commissioners 16 30  
Elder Members         1 0 6 
Visitors (Including LHP Staff) 5   
Total People in Attendance 44   

Churches              represented 15   
Churches        not represented  30  
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ATTACHMENT B – Sale of Davison-St Andrews Property 

le of  
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ATTACHMENT C – 2025 Presbytery Annual Statistics 
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