
 

 

 

  

                   
                                   



Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Building up God’s people through His word for His world 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2020 

 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from 

Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to 

look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and 
shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 

 

Flowers and plants in our sanctuary are supported by financial donations to the Flower Fund. These floral offerings 

beautify the chancel (area around the altar) during our virtual services, uplift the service participants, and remind us all 

of God’s good creation. This week, the floral offerings are given to the glory of God by members of Good Shepherd 

who contribute to the General Fund. 
 

PIANO PRELUDE “Across the Burren” Michele McLaughlin 
 

WELCOME & INVOCATION  Pastor Johann 
 

OPENING SONG “It Is Well with My Soul”  
 

When peace like a river attendeth my way 

When sorrow like sea billows roll 

Whatever my lot, You have taught me to say 

It is well, it is well, with my soul 
  

But Lord it’s for Thee 

For Thy coming we wait 

The sky, not the grave, is our goal 

Oh song of the angel, oh voice of the Lord 

It is well, it is well, with my soul 
  

It is well, with my soul 

It is well, it is well, with my soul 

It is well, with my soul 

It is well, it is well with my soul 
 

You are the Rock on which I stand 

By Your grace, it is well 

My hope is sure in Christ my Savior 

It is well with my soul 
  

Chorus 
  

You are the Rock on which I stand 

By Your grace, it is well 

My hope is sure in Christ my Savior 

It is well with my soul 

You are the Rock on which I stand 

By Your grace, it is well 

My hope is sure in Christ my Savior 

It is well with my soul 

It is well with my soul 

It is well with my soul 
 

“It Is Well With My Soul” 

Words and music by Philip Paul Bliss, Horatio Gates Spafford, 

Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan 

© 2011 Hillsong Music Publishing (Capitol CMG Publishing)  

CCLI #858354 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. We reflect in quiet. 
 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn 

from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining 

ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 

ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  



Service of the Word 

 

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who think they 

cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 
 

L 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 

the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 

edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 
4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is 

only the person who sins that shall die. 

     25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their 

righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 

committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 

committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall 

surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” 

O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

     30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 

Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 

pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

 

 

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1–13 
 

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness 
of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as 

the foundation for Christian accord. 
 

L 1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death— 

even death on a cross. 
 

9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 

 



10so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

     12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it 

is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23–32 
 

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple, Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by the 

religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
 

P      23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 

him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who 

gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me 

the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of 

John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If 

we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, 

‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 

     28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 

work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 

went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he 

did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 

them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 

God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 

him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did 

not change your minds and believe him.” 
 

 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” Hymn No. 848 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE “Repentance – More than Saying You’re Sorry” Pastor James 
 

REFLECTIVE RESPONSE   
 

  



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING Pastor Johann 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah” arr. Bradley Ellingoe 
 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! since I laid my burden down. 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! since I laid my burden down. 

I feel better, so much better, since I laid my burden down. 

I feel better, so much better, since I laid my burden down. 

Feel like shouting, “Hallelujah!” since I laid my burden down. 

Feel like shouting, “Hallelujah!” since I laid my burden down. 

I am climbing Jacob’s ladder, since I laid my burden down. 

I am climbing Jacob’s ladder, since I laid my burden down. 

Ev’ry round goes higher, higher, since I laid my burden down. 

Ev’ry round goes higher, higher, since I laid my burden down. 

Since I laid my burden down. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   
 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with your daily bread and Word, and send us forth to 

set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

The people respond after “Lord, hear our prayer” by singing: 
 

Leader: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, hear our cry and heal our land. 

Let kindness lead us to compassion, bring us back again. 
All: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Lord have mercy on us now. 
 

“Kyrie Eleison” 

Words and music by Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Matt Maher, and Matt Redman 

© 2016 S. D. G. Publishing ∣ Said And Done Music ∣ Sixsteps Music ∣ Sixsteps Songs ∣ Thankyou Music ∣ Worship Together Music ∣ worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by 

Capitol CMG Publishing); Be Essential Songs ∣ Fellow Ships Music ∣ I Am A Pilgrim Songs ∣ So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

CCLI #858354 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

    give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our trespasses 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom and the power 

    and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS [Peaceful Departure] 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

BLESSING  
 

Nothing is or will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, our Abba Father, T 

Jesus, our Lord and Savior, and the Holy Spirit, our Counselor and Comforter, bless you and keep you in 

eternal love. Amen. 
 

  



CLOSING HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” Hymn No. 525 

 

 

 

 
 

Verse 5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

    Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 

    The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns 

    As thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 

    For He is king of all. 

 

POSTLUDE “Prelude & Fugue in A Minor” J. S. Bach 
 

 
 

                              +                              +                              +                           
 

  



 

Worship Leader 

Preacher 

Pastor Johann 

Pastor James 

Director of Music Nemeh Azzam 

Organist 

Piano (Prelude) 

Todd Grivetti 

Laura Owens 

Singers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise Band 

Stephanie Batchelder 

Alison Carlson 

Emma Gorin 

Chelsea Holmes 

Ron Holmes 

Mauricio Miranda 

Lawrence Reppert 

Nigel Tangredi 

Lisa Barker 

 Scott Dyer 

 Matt Filipiak 

 Ruth Filipiak 

 Dan Lamaestra 

 Andy Muich 

 Steve Mutter 

Reader 

Video & Audio Production 

Georgia Thorstenson 

Matt Hardy 

Dan Lamaestra 

Worship Materials Support Alison Carlson 

Jeannie Johns 

Donna Neil 

Christine Nestleroth 

David Nestleroth 

Julie Schorfheide 
 

Portions of this service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #47667. Hymns of this service from Lutheran Service Book. Copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO. LSB license #10005343. 

 

  



STAFF 

Jotham Johann, Senior Pastor 
 Room 209; pastorjo@gslcva.org; 703-439-2754 

Gary James, Assisting Pastor 
 pastorgary@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Andy Muich, Director of Christian Education 
 Room 208; andy@gslcva.org; 703-439-2758 

Susie Hardwick, Preschool Director 
 Room 101; preschool@gslcva.org; 703-437-4511 

Nemeh Azzam, Music Director 
 Room 215; nemeh@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x807 

Julie Schorfheide, Communications Director 
 julie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Georgia Thorstenson, Business Manager 
 Room 212; georgia@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x803 

Jeannie Johns, Administrative Assistant 
 Room 211; jeannie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x802 

Holly Vanderhoof, Community Service Coordinator and Discipleship Assistant 
 Room 206; holly@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x213 

Todd Grivetti, Organist 
 Room 215; todd@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x812 

Grace Linder, Communications Assistant 
 grace@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Dan Lamaestra, Praise Band Director and Audio Productions Specialist 
 dan@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Matt Hardy, Video Productions Specialist 
 matt@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Office Assistant (vacant) 
 

BOARD OF SERVANT LEADERS 
Jim Micsan, Chair Leta Kent Anne Morgan 
Ted Lillestolen, Vice-Chair Will Metts  Vicki Peter 
Josh Linder, Secretary   

 

CORE MINISTRY AREAS 

Worship Team Leaders: Georgia Thorstenson and Julie Schorfheide;  

Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
music, seasonal celebrations, arts, worship schedule, Sanctuary Choir, Children’s Choir (Laura Owens), 
traditional, contemporary, physical space, support personnel (e.g., ushers, greeters, acolytes) 

Discipleship  Team Leader: Andy Muich 
adult education, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, family ministry, children’s ministry, youth ministry 

Parish Life  Team Leader: Brian Cors; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
Life Groups (Brian Cors), member engagement, fellowship events, new member inclusion (Melinda DeWan), 
concerts, public events, picnics, intergenerational events 

Administration  Team Leader: Pastor Johann 
property (Roger Thorstenson), financing the mission (Mike DeWan), stewardship (Don Kidwell), human 
resources/personnel (Matt Franker), communications, contracts, church office, calendar/program 
management, technology 

Mission   Team Leader: Matt Dickert; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
world missions, synod, outreach, social ministry, community service, evangelism, publicity, media, social 
media 

Congregational Care  Team Leader: Marilyn Voigt; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
member care visits, emergency transportation, maintain roster of the willing, guest follow-up 

 

Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Southeastern District 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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