
 

 

  

               
                        



Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Building up God’s people through His word for His world 

 

Midweek Lenten Devotion 
March 17, 2021 

 

“And for three days [Saul] was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.” Acts 9:9 
 

PRELUDE   
 

WELCOME  Pastor Johann 
 

OPENING HYMN “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” Hymn No. 611 
 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. Amen. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

 

 
 

  



C 
 
 
 
 
 

     Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no 

one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the 

law we become conscious of our sin. (Romans 3:19–20) 

     We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. I do not 

understand what I do. For what I want to do, I do not do, but what I hate, I do.  

(Romans 7:14–15) 

     So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. I see 

another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a 

prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched person I am! Who will 

rescue me from this body that is subject to death? (Romans 7:21, 23–24) 
 

Service of the Word 

 

FIRST READING Acts 7 & 8 (Selected verses) 
 

L      Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 

But he [Stephen], full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 

the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and 

stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 

him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And 

there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all 

scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried 

Stephen and made great lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering 

house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 

 

 

SECOND READING Acts 9 (Selected verses) 
 

L Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples.  

He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so  

that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take 

them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light  

from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him,  

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus,  

whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told 

what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound 

but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could  

see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did 

not eat or drink anything. In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called  

to him in a vision, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from  

Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.” “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports 

about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has 

come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” But the 

Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the 

Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer 

for my name.” 

 

 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY “By All Your Saints in Warfare” Hymn No. 517 
Verse 2 

 

 
 

MESSAGE “Paul’s Monologue: God’s Will & My Worldview” 
 

(The message is delivered as a dramatic monologue, with the  
pastor in the role of Paul) 

Pastor Johann 

REFLECTIVE RESPONSE   
 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from 

heaven. Accompany us in this journey, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

  



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

    give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our trespasses 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom and the power 

    and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   
 

May the Lord Jesus Christ, who once came into our world as a human child in answer to God’s faithful 

promise, be with you now as we depart this place. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 

God our Father, and the peace of the Holy Spirit, be with you and strengthen you as you walk with him. 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “What Is the World to Me” Hymn No. 730 
 

 

 

 

 



 

DISMISSAL  
 

 

                                                 +                         +                        +                                                           

 

 

 
We hope you will continue to connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following our Instagram account.  

Find them by searching @gslcva within these social media platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our 

YouTube channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don't miss any of our virtual services, kids' messages, and more!  

If you have any questions, please reach out to grace@gslcva.org. 

 

Worship Leader & Preacher Pastor Johann 

Director of Music Nemeh Azzam 

Organist Todd Grivetti 

Singers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erin Bullock 

Adam Cioffari 

Emma Gorin 

Jessica Hodges 

Mauricio Miranda 

Martin Rathmann 

Chrissy Tangredi 

Nigel Tangredi 

Reader 

Video & Audio Production 

Georgia Thorstenson  

Matt Hardy 

Dan Lamaestra 

Worship Materials Support Jeannie Johns 

Julie Schorfheide 
 

Portions of this service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #47667. Hymns of this service from Lutheran Service Book. Copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO. LSB license #10005343. 

 

  

mailto:grace@gslcva.org


STAFF 

Jotham Johann, Senior Pastor 
 Room 209; pastorjo@gslcva.org; 703-439-2754 

Gary James, Assisting Pastor 
 pastorgary@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Andy Muich, Director of Christian Education 
 Room 208; andy@gslcva.org; 703-439-2758 

Susie Hardwick, Preschool Director 
 Room 101; preschool@gslcva.org; 703-437-4511 

Nemeh Azzam, Music Director 
 Room 215; nemeh@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x807 

Julie Schorfheide, Communications Director 
 julie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Heidi Cooper, Director of Engagement 
 heidi@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Georgia Thorstenson, Business Manager 
 Room 212; georgia@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x803 

Jeannie Johns, Administrative Assistant 
 Room 211; jeannie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x802 

Michele Clair, Office Assistant 
 Room 210; michele@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x806 

Holly Vanderhoof, Community Service Coordinator and Discipleship Assistant 
 Room 206; holly@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x213 

Todd Grivetti, Organist 
 Room 215; todd@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x812 

Grace Linder, Communications Assistant 
 grace@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Dan Lamaestra, Praise Band Director and Audio Productions Specialist 
 dan@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Matt Hardy, Video Productions Specialist 
 matt@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
 

BOARD OF SERVANT LEADERS 
Jim Micsan, Chair Leta Kent Anne Morgan 
Ted Lillestolen, Vice-Chair Will Metts  Vicki Peter 
Josh Linder, Secretary   

 

CORE MINISTRY AREAS 

Worship Team Leaders: Georgia Thorstenson and Julie Schorfheide;  

Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
music, seasonal celebrations, arts, worship schedule, Sanctuary Choir, Children’s Choir (Laura Owens), 
traditional, contemporary, physical space, support personnel (e.g., ushers, greeters, acolytes) 

Discipleship  Team Leader: Andy Muich 
adult education, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, family ministry, children’s ministry, youth ministry 

Parish Life  Team Leader: Brian Cors; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
Life Groups (Brian Cors), member engagement, fellowship events, new member inclusion (Melinda DeWan), 
concerts, public events, picnics, intergenerational events 

Administration  Team Leader: Pastor Johann 
property (Roger Thorstenson), financing the mission (Mike DeWan), stewardship (Don Kidwell), human 
resources/personnel (Matt Franker), communications, contracts, church office, calendar/program management, 
technology 

Mission   Team Leader: Matt Dickert; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
world missions, synod, outreach, social ministry, community service, evangelism, publicity, media, social media 

Congregational Care  Team Leader: Marilyn Voigt; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
member care visits, emergency transportation, maintain roster of the willing, guest follow-up 

 

Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Southeastern District 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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