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Midweek Lenten Devotion
March 10, 2021

“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” Luke 1:38

PRELUDE
WELCOME Pastor Johann
OPENING HYMN “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” Hymn No. 427
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

) In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
When the time was fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman. We
thank our heavenly Father for our Lord’s humanity. We thank our heavenly Father
for the human family of which Jesus was a part. Like Mary, mother of our Lord,
may we, the servants of the Lord in this time and place, also be humble, gentle and
firm in faith. May our spirits so rejoice in our God, that our souls, too, magnify the
Lord.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

When events and circumstances seem to be overwhelming and beyond our control or
understanding, may our prayers also include this petition: “Lord, let it be to me according to
your word. Amen.”



Service of the Word

FIRST READING Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And
the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord
is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of
greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How
will this be, since I am a virgin?”” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing
will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

SECOND READING Luke 1:41-52

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of
my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly

THIRD READING John 2:1-5

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.
Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. When the wine ran out, the mother of
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have
to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he
tells you.”



HoLY GOSPEL John 19:25-27

P But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

HYMN OF THE DAY “What Child Is This” Hymn No. 370
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Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
MESSAGE “Mary’s Monologue: God’s Will & My Identity” Pastor Johann
(Mary is a strong woman with strong faith. She looks slightly disheveled
and has been crying. Her engaging and friendly affect is a thin veneer
over deep struggle. But the repeated phrase, “It gets harder to pray, not
easier,” should not be played as a sign of weakness: she does pray and
is going to pray this prayer whatever the cost, and that conviction shows
both determination and strength.)
REFLECTIVE RESPONSE
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from
heaven. Accompany us in this journey, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.



LORD’s PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

May the Lord Jesus Christ, who once came into our world as a human child in answer to God’s faithful
promise, be with you now as we depart this place. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of

God our Father, and the peace of the Holy Spirit, be with you and strengthen you as you walk with him.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “O Savior, Precious Savior” Hymn No. 527
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We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
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We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our ho - ly Lord and King.
We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our gra-cious Lord and King.
We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our glo-rious Lord and King.
And ev - er-more con-fess Thee, Our Sav - ior and our King!




DISMISSAL

We hope you will continue to connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following our Instagram account.
Find them by searching @gslcva within these social media platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our
YouTube channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don't miss any of our virtual services, kids' messages, and more!
If you have any questions, please reach out to grace@gslcva.org.
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About Good Shepherd...

Our vision

We will be a congregation known for building up God’s people through His Word
for His world.

Worship

During worship, God comes to us through his gifts of Word and Sacrament. What a joy
to respond with prayer and songs of praise. Our worship services give us opportunity
to listen to God’s word and meditate upon it, thus feeding our faith; and express our
concerns for our friends, families, community, and the world through prayer.

Serve

We are called to actively share the Good News of Jesus Christ through word and deed.
One way we share is by serving one another and our neighbors in our community and
throughout the world. Look at our Community Service Opportunities listing to find a
way to serve.

Grow

We are committed to spiritual growth through the weekly gathering for prayer, praise,
and thanksgiving, and through lifelong learning. In addition to growing in knowledge, we
want to grow in love and service to others within and beyond our church community.

Connect

As we grow in our love for Jesus and our neighbors, as we serve our neighbors near and

far, we help and encourage one another, challenge one another, and share one another’s

joys and sorrows. We build strong ties when we gather for worship as well as for events

throughout the week. Look inside for many opportunities for connection.
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