
 

 

 

  

                  
                     

              



Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Building up God’s people through His word for His world 

 

Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2020 

 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised 

king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through  

Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to  

share the light of Christ with the whole world. 
 

Flowers and plants in our sanctuary are supported by financial donations to the Flower Fund. These 

floral offerings beautify the chancel (area around the altar) uplift the service participants, and remind us all 

of God’s good creation. This week, the floral offerings are given to the glory of God members of Good 

Shepherd who contribute to the General Fund. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Choir, Orchestra, Handbell Choir, and Organ  
 

THE CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 
 

P As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining 

forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming 

flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good 

news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the 

light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the 

arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Hymn No. 379 
 

 

 



 

 

 

WELCOME  Pastor Johann 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling among us, who 

covers us with justice and mercy. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 

We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and 

downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only to you, 

for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

  



HYMN OF PRAISE “Angels We Have Heard on High” Hymn No. 368 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2–7 
 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full 
of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in  

God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 
 

L 2The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 



5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM “I Wonder as I Wander” J. Aaron McDermid 
 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Savior did come for to die. 

For poor ordn’ry people like you and like I... 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

When Mary birthed Jesus ‘twas in a cow’s stall, 

With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. 

But high from God’s heaven a star's light did fall, 

And the promise of ages it then did recall. 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 

A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, 

Or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to sing, 

He surely could have it, ‘cause he was the King. 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Savior did come for to die. 

For poor ordn’ry people like you and like I... 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 

SECOND READING Titus 2:11–14 
 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present  
we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 

 

L      11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of 

our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–20 
 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” 

and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 
 

P 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

 



     8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

     15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Once in Royal David’s City” Hymn No. 376 

 

 

 

 
 

Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 

  



MESSAGE “Lavish Presents from the Heart” Pastor Johann 
 

REFLECTIVE RESPONSE   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM “O Holy Night” 
(Fabiana Bravo, soprano; Sanctuary Choir, orchestra) 

 

Adolphe Adam 

O Holy night the stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

‘Til He appears and the soul felt its worth 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 

Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born 

O night, O Holy night, O night divine! 

Truly He taught us to love one another; 

His law is love and His Gospel is Peace 

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother 

And in His name, all oppression shall cease Sweet 

hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 

Let all within us Praise His Holy name 

Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born 

O night, O Holy night, O night divine! 

Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born 

O night, O Holy night, O night divine! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us at 

your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and  

all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim this good 

news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and 

rejoicing. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who tend them. 

Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May 

our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the noise of war 

and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable 

provision for all in their care. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those facing 

struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain 

or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant parents. Comfort 

those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or options. Surround families of every 



shape and size with your love and care. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the saints who 

have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this night in joyful praise around your 

eternal throne. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in 

the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night” Hymn No. 363 

 

 

 
 

BLESSING   
 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds 

with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day T through the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 

  



CLOSING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Hymn No. 380 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  
 

POSTLUDE “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 

“Joy to the World” 
(Sanctuary Choir and orchestra) 

arr. David Wilcox 
 

Steven Strife 

 

 
We especially welcome our guests who are worshiping here today. What a privilege to greet you! If you have no church home in 

the area, we invite you to participate in the life and ministry of Good Shepherd. For information about our congregation, visit 

gslcva.org. If you would like to know more about Good Shepherd, please access our virtual Sunday visit on our website. We currently 

offer indoor and outdoor services as well as this virtual service and a Midweek devotional, called Midweek Recharge. 

 

 
We hope you will continue to connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following our Instagram account.  

Find them by searching @gslcva within these social media platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our YouTube 

channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don't miss any of our virtual services, kids' messages, and more!  

If you have any questions, please reach out to grace@gslcva.org. 

 

                                                 +                         +                        +                                                           
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Worship Leader & Preacher Pastor Johann 

Director of Music Nemeh Azzam 

Organist Todd Grivetti 

Anthem Sanctuary Choir 

Singers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam Cioffari 

Jessica Hodges 

Eric Hoplin 

Suzanne Karpov 

Mauricio Miranda 

Donna Neil 

Kathy Otterbacher 

Kylena Parks 

Alex Razskazoff 

Chrissy Tangredi 

Nigel Tangredi 

Bennett Umahau 

David Zabot 

Reader 

Video & Audio Production 

Georgia Thorstenson 

Matt Hardy 

Dan Lamaestra 

Worship Materials Support Jeannie Johns 

Donna Neil 

David Nestleroth 

Julie Schorfheide 

Violins 

 

Viola 

Cello 

Trumpets 

 

Flute 

Oboe 

Piano & Harpsichord 

George Pekarsky  

Chris Sexton 

Raea Leinster 

Dorotea Racz 

Charlie Peterson 

Zac Smith 

William Marlowe 

Tracey McDonald 

Tatiana Loisha 
 

Portions of this service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #47667. 

Hymns of this service from Lutheran Service Book. Copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO. LSB license #10005343. 

 

  



STAFF 

Jotham Johann, Senior Pastor 
 Room 209; pastorjo@gslcva.org; 703-439-2754 

Gary James, Assisting Pastor 
 pastorgary@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Andy Muich, Director of Christian Education 
 Room 208; andy@gslcva.org; 703-439-2758 

Susie Hardwick, Preschool Director 
 Room 101; preschool@gslcva.org; 703-437-4511 

Nemeh Azzam, Music Director 
 Room 215; nemeh@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x807 

Julie Schorfheide, Communications Director 
 julie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Georgia Thorstenson, Business Manager 
 Room 212; georgia@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x803 

Jeannie Johns, Administrative Assistant 
 Room 211; jeannie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x802 

Holly Vanderhoof, Community Service Coordinator and Discipleship Assistant 
 Room 206; holly@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x213 

Todd Grivetti, Organist 
 Room 215; todd@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x812 

Grace Linder, Communications Assistant 
 grace@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Dan Lamaestra, Praise Band Director and Audio Productions Specialist 
 dan@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Matt Hardy, Video Productions Specialist 
 matt@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Office Assistant (vacant) 
 

BOARD OF SERVANT LEADERS 
Jim Micsan, Chair Leta Kent Anne Morgan 
Ted Lillestolen, Vice-Chair Will Metts  Vicki Peter 
Josh Linder, Secretary   

 

CORE MINISTRY AREAS 

Worship Team Leaders: Georgia Thorstenson and Julie Schorfheide;  

Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
music, seasonal celebrations, arts, worship schedule, Sanctuary Choir, Children’s Choir (Laura Owens), traditional, 
contemporary, physical space, support personnel (e.g., ushers, greeters, acolytes) 

Discipleship  Team Leader: Andy Muich 
adult education, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, family ministry, children’s ministry, youth ministry 

Parish Life  Team Leader: Brian Cors; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
Life Groups (Brian Cors), member engagement, fellowship events, new member inclusion (Melinda DeWan), concerts, 
public events, picnics, intergenerational events 

Administration  Team Leader: Pastor Johann 
property (Roger Thorstenson), financing the mission (Mike DeWan), stewardship (Don Kidwell), human 
resources/personnel (Matt Franker), communications, contracts, church office, calendar/program management, 
technology 

Mission   Team Leader: Matt Dickert; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
world missions, synod, outreach, social ministry, community service, evangelism, publicity, media, social media 

Congregational Care  Team Leader: Marilyn Voigt; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
member care visits, emergency transportation, maintain roster of the willing, guest follow-up 

 

Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Southeastern District 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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