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Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Building up God’s people through His word for His world

Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised
king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through
Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone,
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to
share the light of Christ with the whole world.

Flowers and plants in our sanctuary are supported by financial donations to the Flower Fund. These
floral offerings beautify the chancel (area around the altar) uplift the service participants, and remind us all
of God’s good creation. This week, the floral offerings are given to the glory of God members of Good
Shepherd who contribute to the General Fund.

PRE-SERVICE MusIC Choir, Orchestra, Handbell Choir, and Organ

THE CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION

[P)  As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining
forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming
flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good
news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the
light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the
arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! Amen.

OPENING HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful ” Hymn No. 379
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come yve, O come____ ye to Beth - le - hem;

Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;

Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!

Je - sus, to Thee___  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let us a-dore Himm, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!
WELCOME Pastor Johann

INVOCATION, CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *I+ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling among us, who
covers us with justice and mercy. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of goodness and lovingkindness, we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and
downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE “Angels We Have Heard on High” Hymn No. 368
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I An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Service of the Word
FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2—7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full
of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in
God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.



SFor all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

®For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

CHORAL ANTHEM “I Wonder as | Wander ” J. Aaron McDermid
I wonder as | wander out under the sky, If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die. A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,
For poor ordn’ry people like you and like I... Or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to sing,
I wonder as | wander out under the sky. He surely could have it, ‘cause he was the King.
When Mary birthed Jesus ‘twas in a cow’s stall, I wonder as | wander out under the sky,
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. How Jesus the Savior did come for to die.
But high from God’s heaven a star's light did fall, For poor ordn’ry people like you and like I...
And the promise of ages it then did recall. I wonder as | wander out under the sky.
SECOND READING Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God'’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present

we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

1The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, ?training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, *while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. **He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for
good deeds.

HoLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20

(P)

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy”
and proclaim God'’s blessing of peace.

lIn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. ®While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.



8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. °But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *?This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” *3And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

1%Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

’When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” 1°So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 'When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. *But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Once in Royal David’s City” Hymn No. 376
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low - 1ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er Ilaid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - vy
sta - ble, And His <cra - dle was a stall; With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
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was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ her it - tle child.

poor and mean and low -ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our sad-ness, And He shares in all our glad-ness.

leads His chil-dren on To the place where He is gone.
Not in that poor, lowly stable Then like stars His children, crowned,
With the oxen standing by All in white, His praise will sound!

Shall we see Him, but in heaven,

Set at God’s right hand on high.



MESSAGE “Lavish Presents from the Heart” Pastor Johann
REFLECTIVE RESPONSE

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING

CHORAL ANTHEM “O Holy Night” Adolphe Adam
(Fabiana Bravo, soprano; Sanctuary Choir, orchestra)

O Holy night the stars are brightly shining Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother

It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth And in His name, all oppression shall cease Sweet

Long lay the world in sin and error pining hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we

“Til He appears and the soul felt its worth Let all within us Praise His Holy name

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices!

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn O night divine, O night when Christ was born

Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! O night, O Holy night, O night divine!

O night divine, O night when Christ was born Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices!

O night, O Holy night, O night divine! O night divine, O night when Christ was born

Truly He taught us to love one another; O night, O Holy night, O night divine!

His law is love and His Gospel is Peace
OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us at
your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence.

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim this good
news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and
rejoicing.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who tend them.
Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May
our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the noise of war
and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable
provision for all in their care.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those facing
struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain
or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant parents. Comfort
those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or options. Surround families of every



shape and size with your love and care.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the saints who
have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this night in joyful praise around your
eternal throne.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.

CHRISTMAS EVE HYMN

“Silent Night, Holy Night”
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Hymn No. 363
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1 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! All is calm, all is bright Round yon

2 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Shep-herds quake at the sight; Glo - ries

3 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Son of God, love’s pure light Ra - diant
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vir - gin moth-er and child. Ho - ly In-fant, so ten-der and mild,

stream from heav-en a - far, Heav’n-ly hosts
beams from Thy ho-ly face With
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Sleep in heav-en-ly peace, Sleep in heav - en-ly peace.
Christ, the Sav-ior, is born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
BLESSING

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds
with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day I« through the Word made flesh. Amen.



CLOSING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Hymn No. 380
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo - ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;

Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - 1 - ty!

Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”
DISMISSAL
PoOSTLUDE “O Come All Ye Faithful ” arr. David Wilcox

“Joy to the World” Steven Strife

(Sanctuary Choir and orchestra)

We especially welcome our guests who are worshiping here today. What a privilege to greet you! If you have no church home in
the area, we invite you to participate in the life and ministry of Good Shepherd. For information about our congregation, visit
gslcva.org. If you would like to know more about Good Shepherd, please access our virtual Sunday visit on our website. We currently
offer indoor and outdoor services as well as this virtual service and a Midweek devotional, called Midweek Recharge.

We hope you will continue to connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following our Instagram account.
Find them by searching @gslcva within these social media platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our YouTube
channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don't miss any of our virtual services, kids' messages, and more!

If you have any questions, please reach out to grace@gslcva.org.

+ + +
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About Good Shepherd...

Our vision

We will be a congregation known for building up God’s people through His Word
for His world.

Worship

During worship, God comes to us through his gifts of Word and Sacrament. What a joy
to respond with prayer and songs of praise. Our worship services give us opportunity
to listen to God’s word and meditate upon it, thus feeding our faith; and express our
concerns for our friends, families, community, and the world through prayer.

Serve

We are called to actively share the Good News of Jesus Christ through word and deed.
One way we share is by serving one another and our neighbors in our community and
throughout the world. Look at our Community Service Opportunities listing to find a
way to serve.

Grow

We are committed to spiritual growth through the weekly gathering for prayer, praise,
and thanksgiving, and through lifelong learning. In addition to growing in knowledge, we
want to grow in love and service to others within and beyond our church community.

Connect

As we grow in our love for Jesus and our neighbors, as we serve our neighbors near and
far, we help and encourage one another, challenge one another, and share one another’s
joys and sorrows. We build strong ties when we gather for worship as well as for events
throughout the week. Look inside for many opportunities for connection.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
1133 Reston Avenue
Herndon, VA 20170
703-437-5020

gslc@gslcva.org

gslcva.org

fb.com/goodshepherdva
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