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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 11, 2025 

 

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was true for 
Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It 
is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

We especially welcome our guests who are worshipping here today. What a privilege to greet you! 
If you have no church home in the area, we invite you to participate in the life and ministry of Good 
Shepherd. For information about our congregation, visit gslcva.org. Also, please fill out a Welcome 
card, which you’ll find near the hymnals, and place it in the basket on the Welcome/resource table or 
hand it to an usher. 
 

Our worship reflects the liturgical tradition of the Christian church. Holy Communion is 
celebrated on the first, third, and fifth Sundays at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. Our informal worship service 
features contemporary music and is held in the Fellowship Hall at 11:00 a.m. on the second and fourth 
Sundays of the month, with communion celebrated on fourth Sundays. 
 

To all worshippers: The presence of children in worship is a gift to the Body of Christ and a reminder 
that our congregation is growing. Remember that Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” Please 
welcome our young ones and give their parents a smile of encouragement or a helping hand, if needed. 
 

To the parents of young ones, here are a few suggestions for worshipping with your children: 
Relax! God put the wiggles and giggles in kids; don’t feel that you have to suppress them in His house. 
All are welcome! Sit toward the front, where it is easier to see and hear what’s going on. Quietly explain 
the parts of the worship service and actions of the pastor, ushers, communion assistants, etc. Sing the 
hymns and songs, pray, and voice the responses aloud. Children learn worshipful behavior by copying 
you. If you have to leave the worship service with your child or stand up and walk around the back of 
the sanctuary, feel free to do so, but please come back! And finally, if you so choose, . . .  
 

You are welcome to use our nursery, as well as our parents’ room next to the nursery, if your young 
ones need a break from the service. The Parents’ Room is also a comfortable place where mothers may 
nurse their babies. The worship service is livestreamed to a monitor in the Parents’ Room. 
 

We offer Sunday School and a variety of Bible studies and spiritual growth opportunities for children, 
youth, and adults on Sunday mornings. All Sunday School classes meet at 9:30 a.m. See News and 
Announcements for class information. 
 

Flowers and plants in our worship areas are supported by financial donations to the Flower Fund. 
These floral offerings beautify the church, uplift service participants, and remind us of God’s good 
creation. You can find information about being a flower sponsor on the bulletin board near the 
Fellowship Hall and at gslcva.org/giving (look for the sponsorship form at the bottom of that page). 
Today’s flowers are sponsored by Tom and Carol Kubic in celebration of their wedding anniversary. 
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In my wrestling and in my doubts 
In my failures You won’t walk out 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea  

whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

In the silence You won’t let go 
In the questions Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea  

whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

Chorus: 
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness 

I will follow You oh 
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 
You will carry me safe to shore 
Safe to shore safe to shore safe to shore 
 

I won’t fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning I’ll rise and sing 
My God’s love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea  

whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

Chorus 
 

Safe to shore 

 

“My Lighthouse.” Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson. © 2013 Thankyou Music Ltd. CCLI #858354. 
 

 

 

 

Light my heart like a candle 
Let it burn for only You 
Join my song with the angels 
Tell ev’ryone the news 
 

Pre-Chorus:  
That You came as a child 
Beside us in our struggle 
Now we come lifting high 
The Name that’s like no other 
 

Chorus:  
Jesus, Wonderful Counselor 
Prince of Peace 
Son of God, here with us 
We receive our King 

Turn my eyes to the wonder 
Let me see You as You are 
Be my life be my center 
In my night be the brightest star 
 

Pre-Chorus  
 

Chorus 
 

Prepare Him room 
Let the light of the world shine through 
(Repeat 3x) 
 

Chorus (2x) 
 

Light my heart like a candle, 
Let it burn for only You

 

“Receive Our King.” Jared Anderson, Meredith Andrews. © 2016 Curb Songs, Mesmerized Music, Integrity Worship Music. CCLI #858354. 
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[We confess together] Holy Lord, we confess that we have fallen short. We turn our backs 
when we could embrace. We remain silent when we could speak. We speak when we 
could listen. We close the door when we could fling it wide open. We judge when we 
could seek understanding. We cling when we could give. Forgive us, O God, for being 
sinful, and help us to continue to grow into the people you created us to be, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
3 You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, 

and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 

the house of the LORD forever. 
 

 

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and 
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 
25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s 
name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My 
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they  
will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me  
is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I  
are one.” 

 

               Elizabeth Huang 
 

 
 

Alleluia alleluia 
Hearts to heaven and voices raise 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness 
Sing to God a hymn of praise 
He who on the cross a victim 
For the world’s salvation bled 
Jesus Christ the king of glory 
Now is risen from the dead 
 

Alleluia Christ is risen 

Death at last has met defeat 
See the ancient powers of evil 
In confusion and retreat 
Once he died and once was buried 
Now he lives for evermore 
Jesus Christ the world’s redeemer 
Whom we worship and adore 
 

Alleluia alleluia 
Glory be to God on high 
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Alleluia to the Savior 
Who has gained the victory 
Alleluia to the Spirit 

Fount of love and sanctity 
Alleluia alleluia 
To the Triune Majesty 

 

“Alleluia Alleluia Hearts to Heaven.” Christopher Wordsworth, Roy Hopp. © Words: 1982 The Jubilate Group (admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing 
for various regions) (admin. by Hope Publishing Company); Music: 1990 Selah Publishing Company, Inc. CCLI #858354. 

 

Pastor James 
 

 
 

      Pastor Johann 
 

Please take this opportunity to fill out the Welcome Card and hand it to one of the ushers or place it 
in the basket on the Welcome/resource table as you leave. 

 

 
 

After the pastor says “Lord, hear our prayer,” we respond by singing: 
 

Band:  Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, hear our cry and heal our land. 
  Let kindness lead us to compassion, bring us back again. 
People: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy on us now. 
 

“Kyrie Eleison.” Words and music by Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Matt Maher, and Matt Redman. © 2016 S.D.G. Publishing, Said and Done Publishing, Sixsteps Music, 
Sixsteps Songs, Thankyou Music, Worship Together Music, worshiptogethersongs.com (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); Be Essential Songs, Fellow Ships Music, I 
Am A Pilgrim Songs, So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC). CCLI #858354. 

 

 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

 

We’ve waited for this day 
We’re gathered in Your Name 
Calling out to You 
Your glory like a fire awakening desire 
Will burn our hearts with truth 
 

You’re the reason we’re here 
You’re the reason we’re singing 
 

Chorus: 
Open up the heavens we want to see You 
Open up the floodgates a mighty river 
Flowing from Your heart 
Filling every part of our praise 
 

Oo oo oo oo oo 
 

Your presence in this place 
Your glory on our face 
We’re looking to the sky 
Descending like a cloud 
You’re standing with us now 
Lord unveil our eyes 
 

You’re the reason we're here 
You’re the reason we're singing 
 

Chorus (2x) 
 

Show us show us Your glory 
Show us show us Your power 
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Show us show us Your glory Lord 
(Repeat) 
 

Oo oo oo oo oo 
 

Chorus (2x) 
 

Oo oo oo oo 

“Open Up the Heavens.” Andi Rozier, James Macdonald, Jason Ingram, Meredith Andrews, Stuart Garrard. © 2012 Curb Songs; Mesmerized Music; All Essential Music; 
HBC Worship Music; Open Hands Music; So Essential Tunes; Studio Music Publishing. CCLI #858354. 

 

 

   +   +   + 
 

Portions of this service from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #47667 

 
 
 

 

Connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following us on Instagram. Find them by 
searching @gslcva on those platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our YouTube 
channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don’t miss any of our virtual services, kids’ 
message, and more. Questions? Contact Communications Director Jeff Donahue, 
jeff@gslcva.org 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship Leader Pastor Johann 
Preacher Pastor James 
Ushers Goodwyn Morgan (lead) 

Rob Fekete 
Greeter June McGurn (door) 
Guest Welcome Heidi Cooper 
Engagement Heidi Cooper 
 
 
Praise Team 
 

Tara Planeta (violin) 
Maryanne Perkel (cello) 
Peter Revell (bass) 
Julian Berkowitz (drums) 
Matt Hardy (leader; guitar, vocals) 

Projectionist Jeannie Johns 
Audio Engineer Scott Shepherd 
Livestream Manager Adam Sherman 
Closer Martin Farley 
Kitchen Cleanup Jan Morgan 
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Board of Servant Leaders 
Laura Blackburn, chair 
Rob Fekete, vice-chair 
Drew Lipman, secretary 
 

Larry Austin 
Paul Kasulis 
Jennifer Pelletier 
Deanine Thrash 

 

Core Ministry Areas 
 

Worship 
Team Leaders: Georgia Thorstenson and Julie Schorfheide; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 

The Worship Team encompasses music, seasonal celebrations, arts, worship schedule, 
Sanctuary Choir (Anne Lee), Handbell Choir (Anne Lee), traditional worship, and 
contemporary worship (Matt Hardy), the worship spaces, and support personnel (e.g., 
ushers, greeters, acolytes). 
 

Discipleship 
Team Leader: Pastor James 

The Discipleship Team oversees adult education, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, 
children’s ministry (Michelle Tenhaeff), and youth ministry (Holly Vanderhoof). 
 

Parish Life 
Team Leader: Brian Cors; Staff Liaison: Heidi Cooper 

The Parish Life Team helps foster our community through Life Groups, member engagement, 
fellowship events, new member inclusion, concerts, public events, picnics, and 
intergenerational events, and reaches out to guests who worship at Good Shepherd. 
 

Mission 
Team Leader: Pastor Johann 

Through this core ministry area, Good Shepherd supports a variety of mission efforts: 
financial and prayerful partnering with missionaries, worldwide and local (Bill and Lisa 
Schuler); synod/district, social ministry, and community service (Holly Vanderhoof); 
evangelism, publicity, media, and social media (Jeff Donahue). 
 

Congregational Care and Nurture 
Team Leader: June McGurn; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 

The Congregational Care and Nurture Team helps support the mental, physical, emotional, 
and spiritual health of the congregation through literature, programs, and opportunities to 
serve others at Good Shepherd. This ministry’s volunteers help in many ways: at memorial 
services and receptions; through member care visits and transportation; by sending cards 
for life events; and by arranging meals (“Take Them a Meal” team) for the sick and infirm,  
for their families, and for families with newborns. 
 

Administration 
Team Leader: Pastor Johann 

This team is in charge of property and contracts (Roger Thorstenson), financing the mission 
(Mike DeWan), stewardship (Don Kidwell), human resources/personnel (Matt Franker), 
communications (Jeff Donahue), and technology (Gary Budzier). 
 



 7 

Good Shepherd’s Staff 
Jotham Johann, Senior Pastor 

Room 201; pastorjo@gslcva.org; 703-439-2754 
Gary James, Assisting Pastor 

Room 209; pastorgary@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Sarah Brazell, Preschool Director 

Room 101; preschool@gslcva.org; 703-437-4511 
Georgia Thorstenson, Business Manager 

Room 212; georgia@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x803 
Jeff Donahue, Communications Director 

Room 209; jeff@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x811 
Heidi Cooper, Director of Engagement 

heidi@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Anne Lee, Organist & Director of Choirs 
 Room 215; anne@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x807 
Michele Clair, Administrative Assistant 

Room 210; michele@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x806 
Holly Vanderhoof, Community Service Coordinator & Youth Ministry Director 

Room 208; holly@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x213 
Matt Hardy, Praise Band Director & Video Production Specialist 

matt@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Michelle Tenhaeff, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

childministry@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Julie Schorfheide, Communications Assistant 

julie@gslcva.org 
Reid Otterbacher, Communications Assistant 

commassist@gslcva.org 
Chloe Vanderhoof, Social Media Assistant 

chloe@gslcva.org 
 

Please note that the church office is closed on Mondays. 
 
 

Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Southeastern District 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 
 

 
 
 

Be a part of the SUNDAY/PRAISE community by serving in our worship gatherings as 
greeters, ushers, singers, instrumentalists, AV support, and others. Interested? Contact us by 
emailing gslc@gslcva.org or calling 703-437-5020. 
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Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness 
and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill 

and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 
 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 
devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had 
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without 
delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down 
and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing 
Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he 
showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 
43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also  
the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering. 

 

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, 
saying, 
 

     “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
 

11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, 
 

     “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
     and thanksgiving and honor 
     and power and might 
     be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 

     13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where 
have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, 
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will 
shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them,  
nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and 
he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from  
their eyes.” 


