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Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Building up God’s people through His word for His world

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 22, 2021

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his blood, even many
of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can
we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal
life.”” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of
God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

Flowers and plants in our sanctuary are supported by financial donations to the Flower Fund. These floral
offerings beautify the chancel (area around the altar), uplift the service participants, and remind us all of God’s good
creation. You can find information about being a flower sponsor on the bulletin board near the Fellowship Hall and
at gslcva.org/ministries/worship, under “Flower sponsorships.” This week, flowers are sponsored by Joey and Ted
Tempel in memory of Amy Hebert on the anniversary of her birth.

PRELUDE “Balletto del Granduca” Sweelinck/Leavitt
WELCOME Pastor James

(Please stand)

OPENING HYMN “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun” Hymn No. 868

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS

(P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, ~I- one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.

[P] Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. Please kneel/stand.)

[P) God our provider, help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us
the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

(P) Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, *I- the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven
and loved into abundant life.

Amen.

(Please stand)
SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE [Lord, have mercy] Music in Hymnal, Pages 168-169

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS [Glory to God in the Highest] Music in Hymnal, Page 170



SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

) The Lord be with you.
And also with you. Music in Hymnal, Page 172
) Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices

and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live

in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(Please sit)

FIRST READING Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is the
primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God
has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders,
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before
God. ?2And Joshua said to all the people, **Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve
him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LorD. *Now if you are unwilling to
serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

®Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to
serve other gods; 'for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in
our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples
through whom we passed; *®and the LoRD drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Ephesians 6:10-20

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on Christians
to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, righteousness,
peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God
inspired by the Spirit.

19Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. *Put on the whole
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. *Therefore
take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that
evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. *Stand therefore, and
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of
righteousness. °As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to
proclaim the gospel of peace. ®With all of these, take the shield of faith, with



which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 1" Take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

8pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end
keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. °Pray also for
me, so that when | speak, a message may be given to me to make known with
boldness the mystery of the gospel, 2°for which | am an ambassador in chains.
Pray that | may declare it boldly, as | must speak.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
ALLELUIA VERSE Music in Hymnal, Page 173
HoLY GOSPEL John 6:56-69

)  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord. Music in Hymnal, Page 173

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and drink his
blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on
the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important
question: “To whom shall we go?”

P) [Jesus said,] *®“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in
them. > Just as the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so
whoever eats me will live because of me. *8This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats
this bread will live forever.” ®°He said these things while he was teaching in the
synagogue at Capernaum.

%When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult;
who can accept it?” 81But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining
about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? ®2Then what if you were to see the
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? %It is the spirit that gives life; the
flesh is useless. The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and life. %But
among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who
were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him.

%% And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless
it is granted by the Father.”

5Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about
with him. %’So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” %8Simon
Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal
life. %*We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ. Music in Hymnal, Page 173
(Please sit)
KIDS’ MESSAGE Elizabeth Huang



HYMN OF THE DAY “Blessed Assurance”
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Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
Per - fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
Per- fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.

an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.

watch-ing and wait- ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915. Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908. Public domain.
MESSAGE “Feeding the Starved” Pastor Johann

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastor James



ANTHEM “Lift thine eyes” Felix Mendelssohn
(Emma Gorin, soprano; Jessica Hodges, mezzo soprano;
Julie Schorfheide, alto)

Lift Thine eyes, O lift Thine eyes
to the mountains, whence cometh, help.

Thy help cometh from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
He hath said, thy foot shall not be moved.

Thy Keeper will never slumber.

Lift Thine eyes, O lift Thine eyes
to the mountains, whence cometh, help.

(Please stand)
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Heavenly Father, you have given us riches beyond measure. Bless our
offerings and help us to use them wisely in your service and for your glory.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

At the end of each petition, the prayer leader will say “Lord, in your mercy, ”
The congregation responds “hear our prayer.”
Please see the News and Announcements sheet for a listing of intercessions.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P) The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, -}« be
upon you now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”’ Hymn No. 524
DISMISSAL

(P) Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE “Variation 4 from Balletto del Granduca” Sweelinck/Leavitt
+ + +
Note: Following the service, please join us for coffee fellowship outside of the main entrance.
We hope you will continue to connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following our Instagram account.
Find them by searching @gslcva within those social media platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our

YouTube channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don't miss any of our virtual services, kids’ messages, and
more! If you have any questions, please reach out to jeff@gslcva.org.

Worship Assistants

Worship Leader Pastor James
Preacher Pastor Johann
Organist Julie Stone
Cantor Jessica Hodges
Projectionist Jeff Donahue
Guest Welcome Deanine Thrash
Greeter Kelly Nield

*
Reader Melinda DeWan
Ushers *

*
Building Closer *

* = worship assistant needed

Portions of this service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #47667. Hymns of this service from Lutheran Service Book. Copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO. LSB
license #10005343.



STAFF

Jotham Johann, Senior Pastor

Room 201; pastorjo@gslcva.org; 703-439-2754
Gary James, Assisting Pastor

Room 209; pastorgary@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020
Kathy Otterbacher, Interim Preschool Director

Room 101; preschool@gslcva.org; 703-437-4511
Nemeh Azzam, Music Director

Room 215; nemeh@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x807
Jeff Donahue, Communications Director

Room 209; jeff@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020
Heidi Cooper, Director of Engagement

heidi@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020
Georgia Thorstenson, Business Manager

Room 212; georgia@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x803
Jeannie Johns, Administrative Assistant

Room 211; jeannie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x802
Michele Clair, Office Assistant

Room 210; michele@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x806
Holly Vanderhoof, Community Service Coordinator and Interim Youth Ministry Facilitator

Room 206; holly@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x213
Dan Lamaestra, Praise Band Director and Audio Production Specialist

dan@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020
Matt Hardy, Video Production Specialist

matt@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020

BOARD OF SERVANT LEADERS

Vicki Peter, Chair Allen Hodges Ted Lillestolen
June McGurn, Vice-Chair Leta Kent John Stoothoff
Kathy Eickelberg, Secretary

CORE MINISTRY AREAS

Worship Team Leaders: Georgia Thorstenson and Julie Schortheide;

Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann
music, seasonal celebrations, arts, worship schedule, Sanctuary Choir, Children’s Choir (Laura
Owens), traditional, contemporary, physical space, support personnel (e.g., ushers, greeters, acolytes)
Discipleship Team Leader: Pastor James (temporary)
adult education, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, family ministry, children’s ministry, youth
ministry
Parish Life Team Leader: Brian Cors; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann
Life Groups (Brian Cors), member engagement, fellowship events, new member inclusion (Melinda
DeWan), concerts, public events, picnics, intergenerational events
Administration Team Leader: Pastor Johann
property (Roger Thorstenson), financing the mission (Mike DeWan), stewardship (Don Kidwell),
human resources/personnel (Matt Franker), communications, contracts, church office,
calendar/program management, technology
Mission Team Leader: Vacant; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann
world missions, synod, outreach, social ministry, community service, evangelism, publicity, media,
social media
Congregational Care Team Leader: Marilyn Voigt; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann
member care Vvisits, emergency transportation, maintain roster of the willing, guest follow-up

Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Southeastern District
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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About Good Shepherd...

Our vision
We will be a congregation known for building up God’s people through His Word
for His world.

Worship

During worship, God comes to us through his gifts of Word and Sacrament. What a joy
to respond with prayer and songs of praise. Our worship services give us opportunity
to listen to God’s word and meditate upon it, thus feeding our faith; and express our
concerns for our friends, families, community, and the world through prayer.

Serve

We are called to actively share the Good News of Jesus Christ through word and deed.
One way we share is by serving one another and our neighbors in our community and
throughout the world. Look at our Community Service Opportunities listing to find a
way to serve.

Grow

We are committed to spiritual growth through the weekly gathering for prayer, praise,
and thanksgiving, and through lifelong learning. In addition to growing in knowledge, we
want to grow in love and service to others within and beyond our church community.

Connect

As we grow in our love for Jesus and our neighbors, as we serve our neighbors near and
far, we help and encourage one another, challenge one another, and share one another’s
joys and sorrows. We build strong ties when we gather for worship as well as for events
throughout the week. Look inside for many opportunities for connection.

1133 Reston Avenue

GOOD Herndon, VA 20170
SHEPHERD 703-437-5020

gslc@gslcva.org
LUTHEQAN CHURCH gslcva.org

fb.com/goodshepherdva




