
16 And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ 
has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, 
then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your 
sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ 

are lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we 
are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. 20 But in 
fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first 

of a great harvest of all who have died. (1 Corinthians 
15:16-20) 



The Case for the 
Resurrection



Exhibit A: Eyewitness Accounts 



1 Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went out to visit the 

tomb. 2 Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For an 
angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the 
stone, and sat on it. 3 His face shone like lightning, and his 

clothing was as white as snow. 4 The guards shook with 
fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead faint. 5 
Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he 
said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 

6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said 
would happen. Come, see where his body was lying. 



7 And now, go quickly and tell his disciples that he has 
risen from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee. You will see him there. Remember what I have told 
you.” 8 The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were 

very frightened but also filled with great joy, and they 
rushed to give the disciples the angel’s message. 9 And as 
they went, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they 
ran to him, grasped his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then 

Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid! Go tell my brothers to 
leave for Galilee, and they will see me there.” (Matthew 

28:1-10 NLT)



Jesus Died
Jesus Was Buried

Jesus Rose from the Dead
Women Saw Him First

Jesus Appeared to Many 



Exhibit B: External Evidence 



"At this time there was a wise man named Jesus. His conduct 
was good, and he was known to be virtuous. Many people 
among the Jews and other nations became his disciples. Pilate 
condemned him to be crucified and to die. But those who had 
become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They 
reported that he had appeared to them three days after his 
crucifixion and that he was alive. Accordingly, he was perhaps 
the Messiah, concerning whom the prophets have recounted 
wonders." – Flavius Josephus, Antiquties of the Jews, c. 90 
AD



Exhibit C: Fate of the Apostles



Peter – Crucified 
Andrew – Crucified 
James – Beheaded
Philip – Crucified  

Bartholomew – Flayed and Beheaded 
Matthew – Killed by Sword 

Thomas – Speared 
James – Clubbed to Death

Thaddeus – Killed by Arrows 
 Simon – Sawed in Half 

 John – Boiled and Exiled 



Exhibit D: Impact Statements



3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined 
with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his 

death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by 
baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may 
live new lives. 5 Since we have been united with him in 
his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We 

know that our old sinful selves were crucified with 
Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We 

are no longer slaves to sin. 



7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from 
the power of sin. 8 And since we died with Christ, we 
know we will also live with him. 9 We are sure of this 
because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will 
never die again. Death no longer has any power over 

him. 10 When he died, he died once to break the power 
of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of 
God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be 

dead to the power of sin and alive to God through 
Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:3-11 NLT)
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