John 15:1-17 (NIV-UK)

15 ‘1 am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He

cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every

branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even
more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word |
have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as | also remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.




> ‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in
me and | in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing. ° If you do not remain in me,
you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.




Jesus wanted His friends, not only those eleven, but
those of all time, to know that He was not going to desert
them, even though they would no longer enjoy His
physical presence. His living energy—His spiritual
reality—would continue to nourish and sustain them just
as the roots and trunk of a grape vine produce the energy
that nourishes and sustains its branches while they
develop their fruit.



Jesus wanted us to know that, even though we cannot
see Him, we are as closely connected to Him as the
branches of a vine are connected to its stem. Our desire
to know and love Him and the energy to serve Him will

keep flowing into and through us as long as we “abide”
in Him.
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Romans 5:6-11(NIV-UK)

®You see, at just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person
someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates
his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.



I Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much
more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 19 For
if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is
this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.



Hebrews 12:1 (NIV-UK)

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the

race marked out for us,




‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. ? He
cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be
even more fruitful.



Proverbs 18:10 (NIRV)
10 The name of the Lord is like a strong tower.
Godly people run to it and are safe.



James 1:2-4 (NIV-UK)

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3
because you know that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish
its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything.



