


> Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout
men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this
sound the multitude came together, and they were
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak
In his own language. (Acts 2:5-8 ESV)
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°> | was circumcised when | was eight days old. | am a
pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe
of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was onel! |
was a member of the Pharisees, who demand the
strictest obedience to the Jewish law. ° | was so
zealous that | harshly persecuted the church. And as for
righteousness, | obeyed the law without fault.
(Philippians 3:5-6 NLT)






8 Let me say first that | thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, because your faith in him is being
talked about all over the world. ® God knows how often |
pray for you. Day and night | bring you and your needs
in prayer to God, whom | serve with all my heart by
spreading the Good News about his Son. 1° One of the
things | always pray for is the opportunity, God willing,
to come at last to see you. " For | long to visit you so |
can bring you some spiritual gift that will help you grow
strong in the Lord. (Romans 1:8-11 NLT)



"‘Be encouraged, Paul. Just as you have
been a withess to me here in Jerusalem, you

must preach the Good News in Rome as
well.” (Acts 23:11 NLT)



“A divine 'punishment’ is also a gift, even if it
IS hard to receive. What punishments of God
are not gifts?” — J.R.R. Tolkien



Shared testimony with a angry mob
(Acts 271:32-22:23)

Told Felix and Drusilla about faith in Jesus
(Acts 24:24-26)

Told Festus, Agrippa and Bernice about conversion
(Acts 25:23-26:32)

He was able to heal many on Malta
(Acts 28:1-15)



30 For the next two years, Paul lived in Rome
at his own expense. He welcomed all who
visited him, 31 boldly proclaiming the
Kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord
Jesus Christ. And no one tried to stop him.
(Acts 28:30-31 NLT)



"Suffering poses a responsibility and presents
an opportunity. You must not waste your
sorrows.” — Tim Keller



36 Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called
Gethsemane, and he said, “Sit here while | go over
there to pray.” 3’ He took Peter and Zebedee’s two

sons, James and John, and he became anguished and

distressed. 38 He told them, “My soul is crushed with
grief to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch
with me.” 39 He went on a little farther and bowed with
his face to the ground, praying, "My Father! If it is
possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from
me. Yet | want your will to be done, not mine.”
(Matthew 26:36-39 NLT)



19 And | will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Advocate, who will never leave
you. " He is the Holy Spirit...he lives with
you now and later will be in you. 8 No, | will

not abandon you as orphans—I will come to
you. (John 14:16—-18 NLT)



3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort.
4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can
comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able
to give them the same comfort God has given us. ° For
the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower
us with his comfort through Christ.



5 Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is

for your comfort and salvation! For when we ourselves
are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you
can patiently endure the same things we suffer. 7 \We

are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you

will also share in the comfort God gives us.
(2 Corinthians 1:3-7 NLT)
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