Matthew 9:1-8 Sermon – 
Authority to Forgive Sins

Opener = Greatest miracles in sports…??? 
· 2016 WS between Cubs and Indians  Cubs come back from 3-1 deficit to win their first WS in over 100 years
· Alabama coming back from a 20-7 deficit in the National Championship after benching their starting QB and playing their true freshman QB
· Music City Miracle  1999 Wildcard game between Bills and Titans, where Bills take a 16-15 lead with 16 seconds left and the Titans score on the ensuing kickoff
· Miracle on Ice (1980)  The U.S. men’s hockey team, made up of amateur players upset the four-time defending gold medalist Soviet Union, made up of professional players with significant international experience.
· These are amazing athletic feats to witness, but they are not a miracle.
· A Miracle is something which is supernatural. A miracle is when someone is forgiven of their sins and brought from spiritual death to life.
· This only happens through faith alone in King Jesus.

MIT = Forgiveness of sins is found only through faith alone in King Jesus. 

FCF = We, as fallen beings, are prone to believe our greatest need is physical rather than spiritual.
· That our physical well-being is more important that our spiritual well-being.
· That our greatest need is our physical health rather than spiritual reconciliation.
· What does it profit a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?
· We think that if we resolve the problems externally then all will be well, when, in reality, the only solution to those problems is spiritual. 
· A broken home is only healed when people are made right with God to be able to be made right with one another.
· Someone may by physically wounded or ill, but if they are spiritually dead and under the condemnation of God, then which one is worse?
· The only way to make things right externally is to make things right internally.

Main Point #1  Genuine Faith in Jesus Forgives Sin (vs 1-5)

· In this passage, it is the third and final demonstration of back to back to back stories that Jesus has all authority over Satan and creation!
· Matthew 8:23-27  Jesus has all authority over the natural world
· Matthew 8:28-32  Jesus has all authority over the spiritual world
· Matthew 9:1-8  Jesus has all authority over sin and its effects
· Creation immediately obeys the Creator
· Violent storms immediately cease
· Demons immediately cast out
· Dead legs immediately come alive
· Sins immediately forgiven
· Years of guilt and shame forgotten in a moment  Heb. 10:17; Ps. 103:12

Explanation:
Paint the scene v.1-2:
· Jesus fresh off casting out demons into pigs, Jesus gets in boat and goes to home town.
· Word spreads that He’s home, people gather to hear Him teach at presumably Peter’s house, and completely pack out the place to where there isn’t even room at the door (Mark 2:2).
· Four guys bring their paralytic friend because they want to see him healed
· They can’t get through the crowd to go inside and so they get onto the roof and cut a hole in the ceiling to lower their friend down. (WOW! talk about determination!)
· They weren’t deterred by the crowd.
· They didn’t want until Jesus would be back in town for His next miracle tour.
· Imagine the dirt falling on your head and Jesus’ head and seeing this hole open up and this man lowered down.
· Now imagine being in that crowd, seeing this man come down through the roof on a bed, laid down before Jesus, and just expecting Jesus to heal this man.

· v.2 - After all of this, the first thing Jesus sees is the four guy’s faith, and the first thing He says to the paralytic is to “Take Heart” or to “Take Courage”

Three Reasons this is significant
1) These four men had faith in who Jesus is.
· They believed He was the promised Messiah, Son of God, from the line of David, and who He proclaimed to be

APPLICATION: 
· Do you have faith in who Jesus proclaims He is?
· Do you believe Jesus is in total control over everything?

2) These men put their faith into action and stopped at nothing to see Jesus and see their friend healed (Mark 2:3-4)
· When they got there and saw the big crowd, they were not deterred.
· They did not let the crowd stop them, but instead went over them onto the roof, cut a hole in the roof, and lowered their friend down.

APPLICATION:
· Do you allow minor obstacles to stop you from pursuing Christ?
· Such as… 
· Do you spend so much time on social media you leave no time to spend with Jesus?
· When your family and friends say they don’t believe in Jesus, do you let that deter you from still pursuing Jesus and telling them about Him?
· We must not allow anything to impede our daily pursuit of Jesus!

3) Jesus saw the genuine faith of these men by the faith in their heart and how they lived it out (points 1+2)
· The “faith” that Jesus saw in these four guys was a confidence in who Jesus was.
· Jesus saying, “Take Heart,” literally means to radiate warm confidence
· How we know their faith is genuine is that Jesus called this paralytic His son and forgave him of his sins.
· Jesus saw the outward actions of an inward conviction.

APPLICATION:
· When people look at you, do they see your faith in action?
· Does your life show a belief in Jesus?
· If I were to ask your friends, classmates, teammates, co-workers, your family, etc. about you, would they say they know you’re a Christian by how you live your life?

· Jesus saw the faith in the four guy’s hearts and saw their faith put into action.
· Jesus responded to their faith with His faithfulness.
· Because of the four guy’s faith in Jesus, the paralytic’s sins were forgiven 
· (Matthew 9:2b)

Significance of Jesus telling the paralytic his sins are forgiven
1) Jesus saw the physical need in front of him (the man’s paralysis), but He addressed the greater need (the man’s sin).
· Jesus forgave the man of his sins, before He physically healed him.
· Luke 19:10  Jesus came to seek and to save the lost, not to merely heal the sick
· If Jesus would’ve healed the man’s legs, then naturally he would want to follow Jesus because of what He did.

ILLUSTRATION: My Right Eye
· Explain my accident at 3.
· Explain how I’ve prayed for healing, but God opened my spiritual eyes.
· My greatest need was Jesus saving me from my sins.

2) Jesus saying this man’s sins are forgiven is Jesus making a divine claim  He is proclaiming to be God because it is only God who has the power to forgive sins

Scribes Take Notice of Jesus Claim
· The Scribes takes notice of this divine claim and immediately start to think evil thoughts in their hearts. (Look at Matthew 9:3)
· Their thoughts are that this man is blaspheming.
· Blaspheming = to slander, to speak lightly or profanely of sacred things
· The Scribes believe Jesus is slandering the name of God and making light of who God is by proclaiming He can do something only God can. (Mark 2:7)
· The Scribes don’t believe Jesus truly is Divine.

· However, in the very next two verses, Jesus shows His divinity and sets up to display His divinity even further.
· Jesus showing His Divinity = Jesus read the Scribes minds! (Matthew 9:4; Mark 2:8)
· Jesus read the thoughts of the Scribes and calls them out on it  Why do you think evil in your hearts? (Matthew 9:4)
· Jesus then asks a rhetorical question that will lead to proving His divinity  Which is easier… (Matthew 9:5)  it’s easier to say someone’s sins are forgiven because that is not visibly seen
· Jesus publicly exposes the Scribes and put them to open shame by doing what He does next, which leads to Point #2


Main Point #2  Jesus Has All Authority to Forgive Sins (vs 6-8)

Explanation:
· Imagine being in the crowd when this is playing out…
· You witness a paralytic being lowered through a hole in the roof.
· You hear Jesus say his sins are forgiven.
· You then hear Jesus call out the Scribes for their accusations in their heart
· Finally, you see Jesus tell this paralytic to get up and go home, and this paralytic IMMEDIATELY does. (Imagine the joy of the paralytic  jumping, leaping, jumping jacks, taking a lap around the house, moonwalk)
· Imagine the shock and awe these people must’ve felt witnessing all of this.
· Imagine the overwhelming feeling the paralytic must’ve felt by arriving onto the scene by being lowered through a hole in the roof on a bed, and leaving the scene on his own power, by walking through the front door.

We are the paralytic
· At the beginning of the day the paralytic was physically handicapped and spiritually dead, and by the end of the day he is walking on his own power and spiritually alive.
· And this all happened in a moment! (Mark 2:12  he immediately got up) 
· The reason I want you to imagine what the paralytic felt like is because we are the paralytic.
· We are the ones that when we come before Christ, we offer nothing. There is nothing about us that deserves forgiveness.
· It is only by our faith in Jesus Christ alone that we are forgiven and transformed.
· When we encounter Christ, we are forever changed. This paralytic encountered Christ and was forever changed. 
· Not because of how great he was, but by how awesome and powerful Jesus is.

Significance of Jesus forgiving this man’s sins and healing his paralysis
· When Jesus commanded that this paralytic’s sins were forgiven and for him to get up and walk and he did immediately, it was to be a demonstration.
· Jesus didn’t have to heal this man’s paralysis because the ultimate miracle had already occurred by his sins being forgiven.

APPLICATION: Think about this, since we are the paralytic …
· Will you still have faith in Jesus even if you’re lying on the bed?
· Will you still have faith in Jesus even if you’re paralyzed by fear?
· Will you still have faith in Jesus even if your home life is broken and falling apart?
· Will you still have faith in Jesus even if your circumstances don’t change?

ILLUSTRATION: Look at the sufferings of Paul (2 Corinthians 11:23-28)
· received 39 lashes 5x
· beaten with a rod 3x
· stoned 1x
· Shipwrecked 3x
· Spent a night and day in open sea
· Danger from rivers
· Danger from robbers
· Danger from his own people
· Danger from Gentiles
· Danger in the city
· Danger in the wilderness
· Danger at sea
· Danger from false brothers
· Many sleepless nights without food and exposed to the cold
· Daily pressure with anxiety for all the churches
· 2 Corinthians 12:7-10  thorn in the flesh, but God’s grace is sufficient

Jesus’ Foreshadowing the cross
When Jesus tells the paralytic to get and walk, it had two significant realities behind it:
1) Jesus was backing up his claim to be God and have the authority to forgive sin 
“so that you may know the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” 
(vs 6)
2) Jesus putting the Scribes to open shame was a foreshadow of what Jesus would do on the Cross.
· Colossians 2:13-15  Jesus put Satan and his demons to open shame when dying on the cross, because on the cross Jesus disarmed Satan of the last and greatest weapon that he held against us: unforgiven sin.
· When Jesus died on the cross it was the ultimate demonstration of His divine authority!
· No matter how paralyzed we are by guilt and shame that Satan throws at us, Jesus sees our faith, looks us in the eye, and tells us, “Take heart, my child, your sins are forgiven.”

APPLICATION:
· Do you believe your sin to too great for God?
· Do you believe your past is too much for God to bear?
· When we feel overwhelmed by our sin, we are to run to Jesus! He tells us in Matt. 10:28 that all who are weary and heavy burdened to come to Him and they WILL find rest!  That’s a promise!

The End Goal of Forgiveness
· Jesus forgiving this man of his sin and healing of him of his paralysis had an ultimate purpose.
· That ultimate purpose = God being glorified
· Look at Vs 8  When the crowds saw it, they were afraid (awestruck), and they glorified God.
· The paralytic being forgiven and healed had people fear and glorify God. 
· It had nothing to do with the paralytic and had everything to do with Jesus.
· Same is true for us. A life being forgiven by God, a life being brought from spiritual death to life, is our greatest need and the greatest testimony that glorifies God. 
· If we have been forgiven by God, it should be radically evident in our lives.

APPLICATION:
· Does your life reflect one that has been forgiven of sins and has truly encountered Christ?
· Or does your life look identical to that of an unbeliever?
· If we are truly forgiven of our sins, then we must live lives that reflect that transformative reality. Lives that stir awe and wonder in people because they see Christ in us.


Conclusion:
· Have you truly been forgiven of your sins?
· If you have not yet been forgiven of your sin, you can do so this morning!
· If you repent of your sins and place your faith in Christ and in His finished work on the Cross, and surrender your life to Him, He will forgive you of your sins and save you! And it will happen immediately as it did to the paralytic.

· If you are a believer and have been struggling with sin, be encouraged, His mercies are new every day.
· This message of forgiveness is not just for unbelievers, but for believers to daily preach to ourselves.
· That if we repent of our sins and come back to Christ, He will respond to our faith with His faithfulness and forgive us of our sins.
· This is a message we preach to ourselves daily as we go out and preach this message to others by telling them about Jesus and living lives that have been radically transformed by Jesus.
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