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Holy Innocents’ is an Episcopal 
church where we explore, under-
stand, and live out the purpose 
God has for our lives. No matter 
where you are from, where you 
are now, or where you are going - 
you are welcome here.

We embrace our historical tradi-
tions and integrate them into the
realities of today. We search 
for ways to make church more 
meaningful to those within and 
beyond our church community. 
We keep our heads, hands, and 

hearts open to the allegiances 
and attitudes of others. At Holy 
Innocents’, we believe church is 
more than a building, sermon, or 
service project.

Church is where we are invited to 
pursue an understanding of God 
that pushes us into places that 
make a life of faith more mean-
ingful to ourselves and others. We 
help people explore, understand, 
and live out the purpose God has 
for their lives.

Our Vision

Congrats Grads!: 

Check on pg 6 to see our 
2021 high school graduates. 

Good going, y'all!

Altar Guild: 

Rev. Ruth weaves many 
threads together, illuminating 
the beauty of this guild,  pg 4

The Architecture of Music:

Turn to pg 3 and learn a
bit about motets and

Renaissance music

Long ago in a different world 
in 2019, we launched the 2050 
Committee to reimagine what the 
future of church might look like 
over the next 30 years…

Little did we know then that God 
had another timeline in mind. 
With the pandemic and the shift 
to virtual church, the theoreti-
cal digital future became reality 
earlier than expected and without 
much preparation. This past year 
has been hard for everyone AND 

it revealed a fundamental truth 
about our worshipping commu-
nity: church is not about a place; 
it is about people. 

We are actively moving to fulfill 
our vision for the future of Holy 
Innocents’ - a new website and a 
new audio-visual system are just 
the start. We are excited to intro-
duce our new brand and a new 
visual identity and tagline that 
will unify how we communicate.

Our New Brand
Rev. Bill Murray

A Word from our Rector



In gaming, you have to successfully 
pass certain tasks to unlock the next 
level or achieve certain statuses. Being 
called a Renaissance man or woman is 
a status reserved for the well-rounded 
individual. Such a distinction is based 
on the origins of the liberal arts, in-
vented by the Greeks who thought the 
most well-rounded individuals were 
learned in seven disciplines essential 
for effective participation in public 
life: grammar, rhetoric, dialetics, math, 
geometry, astronomy and…music. 
Competency in these areas was liberat-
ing for the mind – thus, the liberal arts.

In my last article, I brought up the 
Fibonacci sequence. Math and mu-
sic are intrinsically linked. Another 
interesting pairing is music and archi-
tecture. One very famous example is 
a motet1 by Guillaume Dufay (1400-
1474) entitled "Nuper rosarum flores" 
which translates to “recent flowers/
blossoms of roses” and references the 
cathedral/duomo Santa Maria del Fiore 
(The Virgin of the Flower) in Florence, 
Italy. Most famous at this church is the 
double dome built by Brunelleschi. 

The analysis requires too much
Renaissance music knowledge to 
understand but the very quick version 
is that the dimensions and ratios of 
the motet (6:4:2:3) have been argued 
with two points: that those dimensions 

are reflected in the architecture of the 
cathedral OR that it is the dimensions 
of the Temple of Solomon from 1 Kings 
6: 1-20 (60 x 40 x 20 x 30 cubic units). 
Regardless of which is correct, I focus 
on the relationship of architecture and 
music OR, maybe more appropriately, 
the architecture of music. 

If you’re curious about this church 
or the dome – the church is the third 
largest in the world next to St. Paul’s 
Cathedral (London) and St. Peter’s 
(Rome) – and if you like historical 
fiction, consider “The Pope’s Elephant” 
by Silvio Bedini. King Manuel I of 
Portugal gifted Pope Leo X a white 
elephant, said to be the pope’s favorite 
animal, named Hanno. The elephant is 
featured in many paintings, sculptures, 
and fountains. The book explores life 
during Hanno’s time, Vatican influence, 
and art and architecture for which the 
Medici family were significant patrons.

Renaissance music is mathematical and 
involves a host of rules that composers 
had to follow. It was during this time 
that Palestrina, considered the greatest 
of Renaissance motet composers, is 
said to have saved church music –
next article.

Dr. Sean Vogt

1A motet is a sacred choral work sung, especially in the Renaissance, in Latin. Most English composers, as we think of our 
Anglican tradition, wrote anthems. Although there are two types of anthems, verse and full, the terminology is worth intro-
ducing to designate a motet vs. an anthem.

We started with the beloved cross 
that hovers above our altar and 
has served as a symbol for Holy 
Innocents’ since our first website 
launched in 1999. We wanted a 
symbol to best convey the energy 
and excitement of our future all 
the while looking good on a small 
iPhone screen - a technology 
those early web developers could 
not have imagined!

First, we simplified and mod-
ernized the distinct vertical lines 
and horizontal lines of the old 
cross for digital application. Next, 
we moved the iconic ‘tear drops’ 
from the center of the cross to the 
outside - symbolizing our intent 

to move into the world with pur-
pose to reach new members and 
grow. The negative space around 
the edge of the mark makes a 
perfect circle, which, along with 
the drops themselves, gives the 
mark a sense of energy and an 
ever-expanding circle. We choose 
a bright yellow for the base col-
or to provide a sense of friendly 
optimism.

Our tagline “Open Minds. Full 
Hearts” is the result of countless
conversations and research with 
people inside and outside of the 
church. The same two themes 
ring true to our Episcopal identi-
ty. First, we are curious and keep 

an open mind to what God has 
in store for us. Second, we are a 
loving community that values 
friendships and the deep bonds 
built through our shared experi-
ences.

We hope that you are excited 
about our new branding! You 
will be receiving a sticker you 
can place on your car to share 
our new logo with the world. 
The next time someone asks 
about your church home, you 
can proudly say “I am a mem-
ber of Holy Innocents’ Episcopal 
Church.  We are a community 
of open minds and full hearts. 
Come and see for yourself!”

Our New Visual Identity

UNLOCKED:
renaissance status
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On Saturday, May 8, I held back
tears of joy as HIEC welcomed 21 of 
our high schoolers into the Church 
family! This extraordinary group of 
students had spent the last school year 
meeting once a month to discuss the 
beliefs of the Episcopal Church and 
walk through the process of accepting 
the Christian life as their own. While 
I had questioned several times as to 
whether or not they were really grasp-
ing the importance of Confirmation, 
this service made it clear that these 
students absolutely understood just 
how grand this moment was for their 
faith.

As the students came up one by one 
to have the Bishop lay hands on them, 
each youth had an expression on their 
face that I rarely see in teenagers, 
humility. Some of the youth had tears 
in their eyes while others had a simple 
smile, but each youth had a look of hu-
mility as they re-dedicated their lives 
to God and vowed to follow Christ 
forever.

It’s for this reason, this look, that I 
fought back tears that glorious Satur-
day afternoon. Through online Sunday 
school, online Confirmation, and only 
a few in-person events, these teen-
agers managed to stay in tune with 
their faith and honestly, truly work on 
their relationship with God. Congrat-
ulations to this phenomenal group of 
young men and women; you are an 
inspiration to us all.  

Pentecost is often referred to as the birthday of the Church because it is when the 
Holy Spirit came and empowered all the disciples to share the Gospel. In this first 
instance, they even all declared the wonders of God miraculously in the languag-
es of all the nations that were present. HIEC Children came together for our last 
GLOW before summer break to celebrate Pentecost with some birthday games 
and the construction of a mosaic Pentecost banner. In the middle of our discus-
sion, one child said,“Ms. Renee, if anyone actually saw the Holy Spirit then they 
wouldn’t be able to see anything else because if you were to actually see God then 
you wouldn’t be able to see anything else except for God!” This is an incredible 
summary of the Christian walk. Just like when Peter was able to walk on water 
when he kept his eyes on Jesus but began to sink when he looked at the storm,
so too are we empowered in our faith when we keep our eyes on God. 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost
Renee Stephens

HIEC High 
Schoolers:
the real influencers

It all started with a tent. God living in 
one. Right there, in the middle of his 
people, their tents all organized around 
his. They wandered the wilderness that 
way for 40 years. When the pillar of fire 
moved, down came the tent, up rolled 
the curtains; posts and rods converted 
to travel gear, and off they went, until 
the Holy Fire settled in a new spot. 
Then, out came the rods and posts, 
out came the tapestries, out came the 
veils and three-layered curtains, and up 
went the tent again, for the dwelling of 
God in the midst of his people.

That Tent in the middle, was the 
presence of God, for the people of 
God. That’s where they gathered. That’s 
where they worshipped. God wanted it 
to be beautiful and splendid. And holy. 
Like himself.He gave them patterns, 
measurements, and directions. All the 
glorious things that we know about 
beauty in worship. Silver and gold. 
Linen and silk. Damask, illuminated 
letters, and candle-light galore. 

Altar Guild is not now, and never was, 
just for women. “Aholiab, son of Ahis-
amach, tribe of Dan, an engraver and a 
cunning workman, and an embroiderer 
in blue, and purple, and scarlet, and in 
fine linen.” (Exodus 30:23) He learned 
his exquisite skills as a slave in Egypt, 
until the Exodus event, when he joined 
the ranks of holy makers.

My new favorite book is one that lived 
in the office I now inhabit at Holy 
Innocents’. Church Embroidery and 
Church Vestments, copyright 1939.
The author was passionate and full of 
love about these kinds of things. She 
said: “We must have in mind the hun-
ger of the human heart for the beauti-
ful and the mystical, the beauty of color 
and the mystery of the Spirit of God.” 
Don’t you love that? What an altar 

guild maven!

The clever thing about the book is
that, for example, it has a picture of a
Dalmatic, dating from the year 1600, 
and a pattern to go with it. So, on one 
hand, it feels rare and breathtaking, 
and on the other, it makes me think 
of playing with paper dolls. Sewing 
instructions: center front, straight fold, 
half yoke, selvedges whipped. Patterns! 
Measurements and all. You could 
make-it-yourself! So very practical.

And yet, I’ve said to so many guilds 
over the years, a feast is not practical. 
There is nothing practical about a feast, 
but it is all practical stuff we do. Polish 
silver. Iron linen. Light candles. Pour 
wine. Work in holy silence. Pray in 
whispers. Prepare the feast.

A feast is never convenient. That’s not 
why we do it. We do it to celebrate, and 
to do beautiful, splendid things. We’ve 
all parked our tents around the Holy 
Tent, because we know God is pres-
ent, and at this kingdom feast, there is 
enough God to go around, and Jesus, 
the host, bids us come.

It is so practical and holy, that you, if 
you are a young parent, could bring a 
child to do this altar guild work with 
you. Children respond to the Holy. 
And to being industrious. And to 
knowing they are included in some-
thing important.
 
As your newly appointed priest for Lit-
urgy, I’m inviting you to join the ranks 
of the holy makers, (or by its name, 
the Altar Guild), to enjoy the privilege 
of intimacy with the Holy One, by the 
work of your hands.

Ruth+

Megan Atkinson

Altar Guild
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Congrats Grads!

Graduating from Riverwood Interna-
tional Charter School and will attend 
the University of Georgia next year to 
study finance in UGA’s Honors pro-
gram. 

Graduating from Riverwood High 
School and will be majoring in
psychology at the University of
Wisconsin.

RIP Medical Debt
We are making great progress towards our goal of raising 
$20,000 to relieve the medical debt of our neighbors who are 
in need. Our deadline for raising money for this great cause is 
July 1, 2021. Please consider donating as you are able.

Giving page: https://secure.qgiv.com/event/hiec/

Church of the 
Common Ground
The next Church of the Common Ground sandwich build will 
be on Sunday, August 8, 2021. Email Lindsay Fluke today if 
you would like to volunteer!

Contact: lindsay.fluke@gmail.com

Share Your story
We love to learn more about how we can help our neighbors. 
Please email Rev. Kenya today if you would like to share your 
volunteer experience with us, which will then inspire others as 
well! 

Contact: kthompson@holyinnocents.org

OUTREACH updates
from rev. kenya thompsonSurround those who

are graduating with your 
grace. Bless them with 
hope so that they move 
into the future with eager 
and open hearts.
Help them to put the 
knowledge, skills, and 
insights gained through 
their education for the 
good of all mankind.
Inspire them to believe
in the goodness of life 
even when faced with 
challenges and difficul-
ties. As they commence 
with their lives, may they 
grow even more grateful 
and wise.

Amen.

Congrats Grads!

"Regularly set attainable goals both in 
the long term as well as on a day-to-
day basis. Have long-term objectives. 
They are a great way to stay motivated 
and to help you navigate your future, 
but without smaller step-by-step goals, 
it is easy to lose sight of your longer 
commitments."

"Work your hardest and stay 
open-minded." 

Alexandra Langlais

Stas Barber

Luke Courts

John Mason

Clark McArthur
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Graduating from the Capstone Acad-
emy. Attending Southern Methodist 
University. Plans to double major in 
Business and Data Science.

"Don’t dwell on the little things in life. 
Embrace who you want to become. Be 
true to yourself. Keep your family and 
church close."

Graduating from Roswell High School. 
Attending Georgia Southern Univer-
sity. Would like to major in Marine 
Biology. Would possibly like to go into 
prosthetics for whales and dolphins.

"Come out of the shoot senior year 
with flying colors so you don’t have to 
work twice as hard second semester
to catch up."

Graduating from Holy Innocents' Epis-
copal School and plans to attend the 
University of South Carolina next year, 
studying International Business and 
Marketing. 

"Have a good mix of future planning 
and living in the moment. It's import-
ant to cement your future success with 
strong academics and hard work now, 
but don't forget to be happy along the 
way and trust the journey."  



Holy Innocents’ Episcopal Church

805 Mount Vernon Highway
Atlanta, Georgia 30327

404.255.4023
holyinnocents.org

Online Worship Times

Sunday Service: In-person at 8 AM, 10 AM, and 6 PM
Online live stream at 10 AM on Facebook & Youtube

Morning Prayer: Monday-Friday at 9 AM on Facebook

Clergy

Rev. Dr. Bill Murray, Rector
Rev. Kenya Thompson, Associate Rector for Christian Community

Rev. John Porter, Sunday Associate for Outreach
Rev. Ruth Pattison, Associate for Creative Ministries
Rev. Antonio Brito, Associate for Hispanic Ministries

Staff

Dr. Sean Vogt, Director of Music
Megan Atkinson, Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministry

Bianca Cato, Office Manager and Special Events Coordinator
Trey Davis, Seminarian

Caroline Fleming, Parish Administrator
Cory Klose, Music Admin

Melody McNeil, Executive Assistant for the Clergy
Jess Ruiz, Communications Assistant

Renee Stephens, Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries
Sally Suhr, Communications Director

Camille Waller, Parish Accountant

Vestry

Rosalyn Devine, Senior Warden
James Gates, Junior Warden

Brent Farnham, Treasurer
Greg Binney, Assistant Treasurer

Holly Chesser
Judy Fielder
Laura Foster

Kathie Larkin
Dave Losin

Virginia Mewborn
Tommy Newton
Wes Reynolds
Fred Stewart

Pete Vaky
Audrey Farnham, Youth Vestry

Virginia King, Youth Vestry

Memorials & Gifts
Received Apr 27 - May 26

In memory of Estelle Scott:

Julie Lovestrand

Janet and Howard Clark

In memory of Lee Schwieger:

Fran Morrow

In memory of  Jack Morrow:

Betty Barstow, Kit Reedy, George and Angela
Williamson, Ginger Mallis, Pam and Marion Rivers

In memory of Glenn Summerlin:

Mary Allyn Price, Susan and Dan Gentz, James Dickson, 
Lee Juckett, Shane and Linda Allender,

Hugh and Margaret Gower, Carol and Craig Johns,
Steve Ruth and Sarah Ketchum, Guy and Virginia Hunter, 

Stan and Debi Wilson

In memory of  Joe Black:
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