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I. Call to Order

 a. Prayer

II. Announcement of Secretary

III. Election of Vestry

IV. Approval of 2021 Annual Meeting Minutes

V. Stewardship and Financial Report

 a. Treasurer’s 2021 Year-end Report
 b. Presentation of 2022 Budget

VI. State of the Parish

 a. 2021 Senior Warden Remarks
 b. Rector’s Remarks
 

VII. Adjournment

 a. Benediction
 b. Adjournment of Annual Meeting

AGENDAAGENDA



Dreaming of Holy Innocents - The Rev. Dr. Bill Murray

The story starts with a dream. As we celebrate our 
transferred feast day, we read the story of the Holy 
Innocents. The Gospel of Matthew starts a touch dif-
ferently and only a chapter earlier. First, we get
a genealogy that begins with Abraham and ends
with Jesus. Then the birth of Jesus is recorded
matter-of-factly. Mary and Joseph are engaged, and 
he discovers his love is pregnant. Likely hurt and 
confused, Joseph decides to send her away. Then 
an angel shows up and tells him all shall be well - at 
least in a manner of speaking. Mary would bear a son 
and they would name him Jesus. The child was born 
of the Holy Spirit. Of course the part that is missing 
is the difficult reality that Joseph and Mary would 
face going forward. Jesus was clearly conceived well 
before the marriage. Whispers and comments were 
likely a regular part of their days. The dream opened 
the way for God, but it did not insulate them from
gossip or inoculate them from difficulty.

Chapter two begins with the Magi coming to visit 
the newborn king. I use Magi intentionally. Nothing 
states that they were kings. Nothing states that they 
were necessarily wise. Nothing states that there were 
three. Instead, we have a group of Magi, who could 
be men and could even be women. Magi could mean 
a lot of different things - they could be astrologers, 
they could be people of learning and discipline with 
a religious background, they could be magicians - 
because the words are literally connected. Magic is 
drawn up in the name Magi. And it is a magical story.  
They visit one of the most brutal kings in the history 
of Israel and Palestine. They tell him he has a rival, 
which is why I think, in part at least, you shouldn’t 

call them wise. But the magic is the star that they 
follow. New Testament Scholar AJ Levine calls it a 1st 
Century GPS because it moves in front of them along 
the way, only to finally stop over Jesus’ home. They 
bring gifts of wealth, wealth, and more wealth. Moms 
always laugh and say that the Magi had to be men 
because women would have brought diapers, lotion, 
clothing, and maybe even wine. What they bring is 
gold, which is of great value; frankincense, which is of 
greater value; and myrrh, which was of the greatest 
value. The dads laugh and say, “those are the best 
gifts of all. Pay of the mortgage and we have some 
friends for life.” Then we have a second dream that 
warns them to flee Herod and his fury.

A third dream comes, this time to Joseph, to flee to 
Egypt. So, the gold, frankincense, and myrrh fund a 
desperate escape to establish a new life in a new 
land. The dream saved Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, but 
it did not save everyone, and it did not make life eas-
ier for the people of Bethlehem or for the young holy 
family.

The children of Bethlehem, all those under the age of 
two, are killed. The slaughter of the holy innocents, 
sometimes called the first martyrs for Jesus. These 
children are a reminder that Jesus was not welcomed 
with love and hope. These children are a reminder 
that the powerful will stop at nothing to maintain pow-
er. These children are a reminder that innocence has 
never stopped evil.

A fourth dream invites Joseph to return home after 
Herod’s death. He goes to Nazareth, fearing the ruler 



of Bethlehem, and likely knowing that he was to 
blame for the death of a generation of children. The 
dream allows Jesus, Joseph, and Mary to go home 
again, but it does not slow Jesus’ ministry and does 
not stop the difficult road ahead.  

We tend to romanticize dreams as easy ways to see 
the future.  The reality is closer to the movie Encan-
to and the character Bruno. (But we don’t talk about 
Bruno – no-no-no.) He tells people their future from 
his visions and then they blame him for everything 
that could go wrong. Yet, we still dream. We plan, we 
hope, we imagine a world that is better and can be 
more. These dreams are all the start of the story of 
Jesus.  It is where we begin. We dream and, in time, 
with work, with prayers, with grace, we may find some 
of those dreams coming true.  We don’t know it at the 
time. Usually we are somewhere in between - 
between the dreaming and the coming true.

The dream of Nellie Peters Black was for a mission to 
be established among the holy innocents, the chil-
dren of poverty and need, that would make things 
better. She had no false belief that this would be 
easy or happen overnight. She did not believe that 
her desire to make things better would inoculate her 
from danger, from hardship, from struggle, or from the 
unknowns of tornados and moving and change.

We are celebrating our 150th year, our sesquicen-
tennial, so I feel that instead of a rehashing of 2021, 
which was a crazy year of ups and downs, and starts 
and stops, that we should dream anew. Maybe be-
cause of 2021, I keep coming back to this idea of 
dreams.  We can tell the stories of the past 150 years.  
We should talk about the dreams our predecessors 
had for our church and our community. We must think 
on how we made it to this day through the grace of 
God, a host of prayers, and the dogged persistence to 
dream of a church united in love and faith.  

Even more, I feel like the time has come for us to start 
dreaming again. When I arrived four years ago - yes, 
it has been 4 years! - Holy Innocents was a commu-
nity that was hurting, worried, unsure of itself and 
its story, a church dealing with stress and fear and 
dread. As much as I wanted to jump in and start to 
dream of what we could do together with God, no one 
was ready to hear that good news. Good news was 
breaking bread and listening. Good news was show-
ing care and concern for each other. Good news was 
sharing hard stories, unpacking difficult departures, 
and binding up wounds.

Now, we are in a different place. It has been four 
years, but I think the last two might be more like dog 
years for all of us. It is year three or maybe it is year 
15 of the pandemic. But life is returning.  Energy and 
joy for all we have is coming back. Young families 
are arriving and old friendships are being rekindled.  
The time has come for us to dream again. To realize 
that giving has stabilized and is growing, the budget 
is well managed, the community feels better and 
healthier with each passing day, and what comes 
next is out greatest question.  

So, I invite you all to dream. Dream of where we want 
our community to be in 5-10-50 years. Dream of what 
we need and desire for our church. Dream of how 
we can again care for the holy innocents, the chil-
dren who suffer from poverty and need and neglect.  
Dream again about how we can be a vibrant, loving, 
connected community that draws people closer to 
the love of God. Dream about people surging through 
our doors to hear the good news of God alive in the 
world.

We have so much to do on the other side of pandem-
ic. We have people to call, individuals to invite home, 
families to reconnect. We have new ways of being 
church with each other. We have technology that 
isn’t going away and is helping and might be inhibit-
ing connection. We have a building that needs to be 
repaired and improved.  But that is listing the chal-
lenges. The joy, the hope, the invitation from God is 
to dream. Dream of what comes next, of where to go, 
and what to do. As we celebrate this 150th anniversa-
ry, I want us all to take time to hear the stories of our 
church, tell the stories of what is happening now, and, 
most importantly of all, begin to think of what comes 
next. Our story is soaked in dreams. The biblical tale 
of Joseph and his family dreaming of a better and 
safe life. The story of magicians led with stars and 
dreams. The narrative of an escape and return that is 
only a prologue for all to come. 

What a joyful place to be! In a place where things 
are not perfect, but we can begin to look ahead. In a 
place where we can dream and hope and, dare I say, 
plan for a new future together. In a place united in the 
love of God. What a joyful place to be - here with all 
of you, between the dreaming and the coming true.

May God bless you all, 
Bill Murray



Report by Rev. Kenya Thompson

We continue to welcome guests and newcom-
ers. A welcome table and new sign are located 
at the entrance of the church, steps away from 
the front doors. Folders complete with essential 
information about Holy Innocents are available 
for guests and visitors. New pew cards include a 
QR code that allows guests and visitors to quick-
ly submit their contact information, allowing us 
to extend a personal welcome. Sunday morning 
breakfasts returned in the fall and were well re-
ceived. The Newcomers Committee continues to 
reach out to guests and new members. Building 
community through volunteerism, in October a 
group of twenty-five, consisting of members, old 
and new, as well as newcomers, came together 
at Solidarity Pantry for the morning. The group 
assisted shoppers, stocked shelves, and helped 
with data entry. An after-service coffee hour and 
festive cookie exchange gave long-time mem-
bers, new members, and newcomers the opportu-
nity to get to know each other better. 

In 2021, Holy Innocents continued to respond to 
the needs of our community and the world.  In 
support of the Church of the Common Ground we 
provided lunches throughout the year. In addition, 
members of Mt. Vernon Towers packaged por-
table footcare bags for their parishioners. Indi-

viduals regularly dropped of essential supplies 
such as hand sanitizer and socks. Holy Innocents 
sponsored two giving days and numerous drives, 
securing specific supplies for our partner orga-
nizations - including Solidarity Pantry, the Com-
munity Assistance Center, and Emmaus House. 
The RIP (Rest in Peace) Debt campaign launched 
in February of 2021. We raised $13,000 which 
eliminated 2.3 million dollars of medical debt, 
relieving a huge financial burden for hundreds of 
Georgia families in need. 

Building community takes a village. I am excited 
about the many opportunities for everyone to 
share their gifts and talents. From being a greet-
er to volunteering, there are numerous ways to 
engage in community at Holy Innocents. Despite 
the pandemic, we have welcomed many guests 
and visitors; some have become members of Holy 
Innocents. I am optimistic about the future. I be-
lieve that together, motivated by God’s love and 
the example of Jesus, we can and will continue to 
make the world a kinder and gentler place for all 
God’s children.

God bless, 
Rev. Kenya



Report by Rev. Ruth Pattison

With some relief, we began on-site worship at the 
end of Lent, and I began meeting some of you for 
the first time, masked up, in person. It’s been a 
slow crawl, hasn’t it? Even with the surge of Omi-
cron, life and worship are so much more vibrant, 
now, than a year ago. 

It is my privilege to share the leadership of The 
Community of Hope with Karen Calhoun and 
Martha Cleveland. This fall, we joined forces with 
regional systems for the vigorous training process 
of CoH and enrolled 3 members for the 14 weeks 
of preparation.

Social distancing is the antithesis of pastoral 
care, but our caregivers have been tireless and 
creative, using phone calls and note writing as 
a primary means of contact, and the delivery of 
care packages to upwards of 50 parishioners in 
both spring and fall. Some of our most essential 
pastoral care has been for each other; the care-
givers themselves are a support group. 

Mount Vernon Towers reopened for our on-site 
Wednesday service Eucharist and Anointing this 
fall. What a joy to be reunited and to hear their 
stories of surviving a pandemic.

Things happen when you make art. We come 
together as seekers and listeners, with a soulful 
hunger to hear and see God. The strategy for 
seasonal retreats has been to offer venues with 
smaller groups with more occasions: in groups of 
4-6 during Lent, and 4-8 during Advent, masked 
up and socially distanced.

Combining efforts with Laura Foster, Rosalyn 
Devine, Peggy McCurry, and Karen Calhoun, we 
accomplished an amazing feat during the pan-
demic, and began a new fellowship of women at 
Holy Innocents. It was a harvest theme indeed, 
in November, as we gathered around the fire in 
Bishop Common with wine and hors d’oeuvres 
to celebrate community, reuniting, reengaging, 
and affirming our need to be together as women, 

pastoral care
creative ministries



Greetings everyone,

The year 2021 for the Hispanic congregation of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe was completely thrown 
for a loop and all because of the pandemic.
The people were filled with fear and attendance 
dropped significantly. During a short period,
Father Isaias Rodriguez was at the head of the 
community while I was away on diocesan busi-
ness.

At the sacramental level, there were a handful of 
baptisms, a wedding, and eighteen first commu-
nions. At the economic level, we recouped very 
little. It can be difficult to educate and organize 
stewardship in the Hispanic communities.

My wish is to continuously energize the commu-
nity and promote a deep belief and desire in Our 
Lady to be a better and more responsible reflec-
tion of God.

Finally, I give thanks to Rev. Bill Murray and the 
vestry for their generosity and acceptance into 
this marvelous community of Holy Innocents’ 
Episcopal Church.

Happy 2022,
Fr. Antonio Brito

without a work agenda. Our second event will be 
February 24th, for a women’s winter supper, so 
mark your calendars!

We’ve been running for nearly two years now 
with a Facebook Live worship opportunity on Sun-
day mornings and daily morning prayer online. 
Kudos to our altar guild, flower guild, tech teams, 
lectors, vergers, ushers, and greeters, for their 
flexibility, creativity, and savvy! Technological 
challenges are relentless, but these experienc-
es prepared us to make sudden changes for our 
recent winter storm on a Sunday morning! 

As summer drew to a close, it seemed expedient 
to maintain the schedule of two Sunday morning 
worship services, at 8 and 10:15 am, and to re-
store the beloved Celtic liturgy at the 6 pm chap-
el service. We began to weave in Celtic elements 
of worship in August, along with instrumentalists 
befitting of the Celtic theme. 

I will say that I am impressed at how Holy Inno-
cents is church, in the truest meaning of the word. 
As a staff, we have done our best to keep HI’s 
heart and soul alive, but it has been the com-
munity itself who makes this a vital parish. You 
tend one another consistently and care-fully. The 
smaller parish groups of study and fellowship 
have kept an eye out for one another. The prayer 
systems of this parish are intricate and animate 
the image of the vine and the branches. Needless 
to say, you abide.

liturgy

Report by
Fr. Antonio Brito



The first half of 2021 saw us still doing many 
things in a virtual format. I am likely in a small 
category here, but I appreciate what the pandem-
ic forced me to do. I learned new skills, tried new 
things, and… had an entire nation of musicians 
available to do things. The Atlanta Sympho-
ny Orchestra brass players weren’t booked for 
Easter because they could record anything any-
where and at any time. It did mean projects had 
to have a finite end date and the workflow was 
a bit different but… I liked having options. I think 
our virtual projects are some of the best out there. 
Wes Reynolds was a key factor in those projects’ 
success. I know he learned a bunch of new things 
too. Thank you, Wes.

The time allowed Alan Tiegreen to finish the choir 
cubicles and not have to worry about people be-
ing present. Thank you, Alan. Like everything you 
do, they are impressive, functional, and beautiful.

The bad news that fortunately happened during 
the pandemic was the loss of about half of our or-
gan, due to steam. A sensor malfunctioned in the 

humidifier/steam system. As a result, the system 
thought it needed to produce more steam. That 
system, and I don’t know why, was installed in 
an enclosed space behind the organ. That steam 
went to the only place it could go: into the organ 
chamber. As the steam rose it went into every 
nook and cranny of metal, wiring, and wood. 
Many of us on staff were still doing the daily 
tasks of running our ministries (albeit differently 
and creatively.) As a result, the steam was no-
ticed within 24-ish hours of it happening. Obvious-
ly when you turn on the organ and it sounds
like “Phantom of the Opera”, something has gone 
horribly wrong. We took in several restoration 
bids and our first choice was also the first choice 
of the adjuster: Cornel Zimmer out of Denver, NC. 
The organ should be back into full playing capa-
bilities by January 30. The restoration also af-
fords us the opportunity to look at a few additions 
and tweaks.

With half the organ available we shifted, again, 
to worshiping in person. As much as I enjoyed 
the virtual projects, it was time for the energy 
that comes with a live audience and congrega-
tion. Additionally, the 150th anniversary of HIEC 
played heavily into programming, not only for 
Sundays, but also for the Friends of Music concert 
series.

We welcomed Dr. Hannah Byun as Assistant Di-
rector of Music. She is only here for two years as 
she does her degree at GSU. What a wonderful 
addition and help she has been. 

Thank you to the flower and altar guilds for ar-
ranging the opportunity for us to get know each 
other more with the invitation to speak to both 
groups. Liturgy and hymnody are near and dear 
to my heart and ministry. Outside of prayer, the 
other corporate act we do together IS singing. It’s 
a vital lifeforce of any parish, and I am happy to 
“sing” with you in every possible way.

Blessings,
Dr. Sean Vogt

Report by
Dr. Sean Vogt



“We can meet in person.” Two years ago, no one 
knew that this would even be a part of the plan-
ning process for worship or Sunday school.  The 
pandemic shifted things in ways that none of us 
could have foreseen, so it is no wonder why we 
are still in a state of angst with every new variant.  
At this time last year, we were 100% online unless 
we could meet outside and socially distant.  The 
Children’s Ministry met via Zoom every Sunday 
morning for Sunday school to check in with each 
other, play some games, talk about a Bible story 
and to create a craft.  We had 34 kids registered 
for Virtual Sunday school who came and picked 
up their supply box once a month and then about 
20 who attended regularly. Our virtual Sunday 
school hour was always so full of joy and a true 
testament to the power and peace of Christ that 
sustained us as family despite the virtual setting.

As diocesan meeting guidelines were expand-
ed, we were able to transition from doing purely 
drive thru pick-ups for Sunday school to being 
able to do an outdoor event. The first of these 
was a Junior Olympics on Feb. 6 where we met 

on the back playground and competed in all 
kinds of sporting challenges like sack races, 
hurdle jumps, egg races, obstacle courses, and 
a basketball shoot-out.  Then on April 17 we met 
together again for an Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt.  
Our fourth and fifth grade leaders volunteered to 
lead teams in the scavenger hunt which took kids 
all over campus to solve clues about the Easter 
story which eventually led everyone to find a bag 
of Easter eggs and treats.  We also did a joint 
event for 4th & 5th graders with the youth group 
for Palm Sunday where we set up stations for 
students to experience the story of Palm Sunday 
using our five senses.  We also got very creative 
with our GLOW meetings and did everything from 
scavenger hunts and prayer stations to a pinata 
to celebrate the birthday of the Church at Pente-
cost.

In June we had a grand return to the building with 
an in-person VBS where we welcomed 116 chil-
dren and volunteers to dig into five Bible stories 
and how they relate to the armor of God. Over 
the week we talked about how to armor up with 

Report by Renee Stephens



truth, justice, peace, faith and salvation, and we 
played tons of games, did crafts and science 
experiments and at the end of the week per-
formed a VBS song for parents and families as 
we enjoyed Kona Ice outside together.  We also 
put our faith into action and collected 334 school 
supply items for Horizons at HIES. This was truly 
a team effort and was a huge success thanks to 
our amazing volunteers and Church members 
who through time and talent created this beautiful 
ministry as a witness to the love of Christ.

In August, at the beginning of the school year 
we were able to return to regular in-the-building 
programming including Sunday school, children’s 
chapel, Wed. Night GLOW, and our annual Harry 
Potter Halloween party and Polar Express Christ-
mas party.  We have 28 children registered for 
Sunday school this year and an average atten-
dance of 15 every week.  Our curriculum is fun 
and engaging, using monthly themes to dig into 
topics of faith and over the course of three years 
we will have covered every major Bible story.  
Our once-a-month GLOW night has an average 

attendance of 10 and in the Fall, we made pa-
per circuits, did a scavenger hunt in the rain, did 
pumpkin bowling, used kinetic sand to celebrate 
Christmas, and tons of other fun games.  At our 
annual Halloween party 16 kids gathered to 
play quidditch, decorate pumpkins, make slime, 
and enjoy pizza, popcorn, and games.  Then 
in December we welcomed 17 kids to our Polar 
Express Christmas party where we played in a 
snow machine, had a snowball fight, made orna-
ments, decorated cookies, and played tons of fun 
games. The Christmas Pageant was a success 
and 23 children participated as actors and read-
ers.  This year, starting with VBS, we are already 
making plans to welcome even more children and 
bring them into the joy and wonder of the chil-
dren’s ministry at Holy Innocents. 

With Love in Christ, 
Renee Stephens



The youth group adapted beautifully in 2021 to 
the unexpected changes brought on by the pan-
demic. While we were unable to participate in 
several of our planned activities, including the 
ski trip, we were blessed with the ability to con-
tinue our ministry through online Sunday school, 
confirmation classes, and special events held in 
the front parking lot. In May, the hard work of our 
confirmation class paid off as 23 high schoolers 
were confirmed in the Christian faith. We also had 
the highest turnout of youth volunteers at our VBS 
training that month, with 30 teenagers helping 
with that program.

While our Greece pilgrimage set for July was 
once again canceled due to COVID, we were 
able to take 9 high schoolers on a trip to the 
Nantahala Outdoor Center in late July. This 
trip helped to re-establish relationships after a 
“zoom-obsessed” year and was so well received 

that I plan on repeating it in July of 2022. 
In August, we shifted to all in-person gatherings, 
including formation and our EYC events. While 
Sunday school attendance initially decreased 
due to the shift from 10:00 am to 9:00 am, our 
classes have gradually bounced back with an 
average attendance of 21. Our EYC program 
kicked off the school year with a block party 
that featured a live band and a wine and cheese 
gathering for our parents; we had 30 youth and 
21 parents participate. Since then, we have had 
at least one EYC event per month including a 
Braves game, serving dinner to the children at 
Agape, a visit to Uncle Shuck’s Corn Maze, and 
a Christmas party. In addition, our Senior EYC 
group had their annual camping trip in Septem-
ber, revolving around the theme “Living Fearless-
ly: Adapting to COVID using our Faith.” We had 14 
high school participants for this trip compared to 
9 participants in 2020. Lastly, we had our Advent 

Report by Megan Atkinson



Wreath and Breakfast fundraiser in November, 
which involved 21 youth volunteers and a profit of 
over $600. 

In addition to these EYC gatherings, we started 
two new, successful programs this school year. 
Our Small Group Sunday program, which began 
in September, meets once a month and is open 
to all 6th-12th grade students. We gather for 
group discussion using the curriculum “Gospel 
Centered Life for Teens,” and then break into our 
small groups chosen by the youth at the begin-
ning of the year. Those who attend at least 9 of 
these gatherings receive a leadership certificate 
from the church for their college applications. In 
October, we introduced a 4-week course for our 
6th-7th graders: “The Bible and our Bodies.” This 
class is designed to help our younger students 
navigate their sexuality in relation to the Bible 
and will be held again next October.

As we move into 2022, my hope is to better
establish our Small Group Sunday program as a 
tradition within the ministry. I also hope to
increase fellowship opportunities between our 
middle schoolers by incorporating a middle 
school lock-in into our ministry at the end of each 
school year. Lastly, to better clarify our program 
and mission to the school, I plan to work with 
Chris Protos to create floor to ceiling images for 
the Frost windows overlooking the back circle. 
Together, these goals will help provide more spir-
itual formation opportunities, deepen the bond 
between our students, and expand our youth 
community.

Megan Atkinson
Director of Children and Youth 



Report by Caroline Fleming

With the help of the staff at Holy Innocents we 
have persevered through 2021 with the building 
reopening in the Spring.

In February 2021, Bianca Cato joined us as Of-
fice Manager & Event Coordinator. She has been 
a breath of fresh air and is incredibly talented, 
organized, and hard-working! We are blessed 
to have her on our team. I continue to be so ap-
preciative of the incredible work Camille Waller 
does as our accountant and am in awe of her 
attention to detail. She has spent countless hours 
fixing mistakes of the past and keeping current 
things in order. I am grateful to all the help and 
guidance of many parishioners, especially Greg 
Binney and Brent Farnham in financial matters, 
Rich Sokolowski and Charles Crosby with build-
ing issues, as well as Laura Foster and Rosalyn 
Devine in overall church matters. A special thank 
you goes out to Rosalyn for the constant sup-
port and treats over the past year! In addition, I 
am sad to see Greg Binney roll off as Assistant 
Treasurer and the finance committee. Under his 
leadership as Treasurer, he turned the finances of 
Holy Innocents around with his persistence and 

commitment to make things right! He asks hard 
questions, creates incredible spreadsheets with 
detailed analyses, and is able to give a bird’s 
eye view with attention to detail at the same time. 
Greg, I will miss you very much but know how to 
find you!

1. Upgraded internet to fiber & contract
with new phone provider
2. Replaced wall lights in Ventulett Gallery
with
energy efficient fixtures
3. Replaced Parish Hall lights with energy
efficient fixture
4. Upgraded key card to remote system
5. Upgraded Control 4 and repaired/upgraded 
security camera systems
6. Refinished the Chapel floors 
7. Formed a Property Committee, meeting 

accomplishments
include the following:2021 



monthly
8. Replaced timer for Nave lights to
shine at night 
9. Inspected and repaired kitchen equipment
10. Connected fire system to HI from Lower 
School
11. Completed energy audit and applied
for Energy Efficiency Grant
12. Repaired roof leak and ceiling in Narthex
13. Purchased new benches and additional 
plaque for Memorial Garden
14. Replace plants in Memorial Garden

In addition to the overarching Shared Agreement, 
the church continues with a shared agreement 
with the school for the use of the chorus room. 
The school used Frost Youth Center for the first 
9 weeks of the school year for the children of 
teachers who were not attending school in per-
son. I continues to meet weekly with the head of 
the HIES Calendar & Community Relations, Gera-
Lu Crumpler, to coordinate use of the facilities 
and our shared space as well as maintain a good 
relationship with the school. We want to accom-
modate the requests of the school for the use of 
space as much as possible while balancing the 
growing programs of the church.

1. Create long term maintenance schedule 
2. Repair persistent roof leak and ceiling in
the Narthex 
3. Upgrade the microphone system for the Nave
4. Create a Green Team
(energy efficient committee)
5. Create long-term maintenance schedule
6. Replace some carpet squares 
7. Continue investigating energy efficient
lighting options 
8. Replace 3 touchpads for screens in Inglett
9. Replace big screen in Inglett
10. Purchase devices for wireless casting
11. Repaint touch up on certain parts of building

12. Investigate possibility of refinishing pews
13. Weather sealing front doors to church
14. Continue to improve Memorial Garden 
15. Repair deck off kitchen exit

In 2021 we reinstated the Holy Innocents’ Youth 
Basketball program with approximately 240 play-
ers and hired Krista Durant as the Director. We 
are blessed to have her lead the HIYB program, 
and she is doing an awesome job!

Our 2021 Audit will be conducted by Carr, Riggs 
& Ingram (formerly Brooks McGinnis) and will run 
the last week of January through the first two 
weeks of February. The budget committee has 
completed the 2022 budget which was presented 
to Finance Committee and Vestry.

In 2021 we reopened the Ventulett Gallery! 
Rev. Ruth Pattison, Bianca Cato, and I currently 
manage the gallery, but we would like to have 
some parishioners involved! If you are interested, 
please contact one of us. We kicked off the re-
opening with our very own Tom Ventulett’s fabu-
lous show. Other exhibits in 2021 were the Portrait 
Artist Society, Christy Holmes & Linda Pozzobon, 
and Kathy Broyles - all of which were fantastic. 
The gallery has exhibits scheduled until 2023. At 
the opening receptions we have had enjoyed the 
music of guitarists John Martin and Justin Shep-
herd. We love having beautiful and diverse art on 
our walls again!  

The Communications Department (Sally Suhr and 
Jess Ruiz) remained flexible throughout 2021 as 
HIEC came back to in-person worship, while

goals include
the following:2022

communications

ventulett gallery 



retaining an online worship
presence – Sundays at 10:15, 
as well as weekday Morning 
Prayer services. Jess has been 
instrumental in navigating
technology issues on Sunday 
mornings and helping to coor-
dinate the A/V volunteers and 
paid Sunday morning assistants.

In 2021 we adapted a new 
branding for Holy Innocents, 
created by Station 16. We have 
been working hard to implement 
this fresh, colorful new look and 
logo across all of our signage, 
stationery, and communications 
materials.

In late July 2021, we launched 
the brand-new look of the HIEC 
website, utilizing a new-to-us 
website builder. Happily, many 
of the early kinks were worked 
out quickly and we continually 
assess how to make the website 
more user-friendly. Jess main-
tains the website daily and we 
are working with an outside
vendor to help with some 
tweaks to the website
functionality.

In addition to the website,
Jess continues to maintain the 
HIEC social media outlets and 
to send weekly HI-Lights email 
updates – plus e-blasts with 
targeted information, in an

effort to keep all parishioners 
well-informed.

In the printed world, we
produced the “Good News” 
newsletter monthly throughout 
2021 and hope that all have
enjoyed getting some
informative colorful mail from 
HIEC in mailboxes each month!

Late in 2021, we reinstated a 
printed weekly insert for inclu-
sion with the worship bulletins 
on Sunday and hope that physi-
cal takeaway is helpful to many 
parishioners.

2021 was a big year! We look 
forward to continuing with that 
momentum and are always 
aiming for complete, creative 
communication. We appreciate 
your support and constructive 
criticism!
 
Finally, thank you to the all the 
volunteers and parishioners who 
have made our ministries what 
they are today and will contin-
ue tomorrow. We are grateful 
for you and your loving spirit 
that makes working at Holy 
Innocents more joyous! We look 
forward to seeing you at church!

Caroline Fleming
Parish Administrator

“I give
you a new

commandment, 
that you love
one another.
By this every-
one will know 
that you are 
my disciples,
if you have 
love for one 
another.”

John 13:34-35 



Being your Wardens in 2021 was 
an honor and an opportunity to 
learn, engage, and contribute 
to our parish. We were grateful 
to work with the capable clergy 
and staff of Holy Innocents as 
well as the dedicated members 
of our Vestry. We would like to 
especially thank those who are 
completing their service to the 
church: Pete Vaky, Laura Foster, 
Fred Stewart, Rosalyn Devine, 
Greg Binney, and our Youth 
Members Chloe Farnham and 
Virginia King. 

The second year of the pan-
demic arrived in 2021, but we 
were ready. Our willingness to 
love one another as Jesus com-
mands was shown in so many 
ways. We were able to regath-
er in person, and our ability to 
broadcast services expanded 
to reach those who could not 
worship in person. Our rebuilt 
and rebranded church website 
went live and represents our 
parish well as we move into 

the future seeking connection 
with one another and with God.  
Holy Innocents’ “Open Minds 
and Full Hearts” show us the 
way to be in community through 
the reemergence of women’s 
fellowship opportunities, Bible 
studies, opportunities to serve 
others through Outreach, the 
Community of Hope, book clubs, 
prayer groups, and many other 
avenues for connection.  

Under the capable leadership of 
Dr. Sean Vogt our music pro-
gram is growing and thriving.  
Generous donations facilitated 
expansions and opportunities 
to worship God with music and 
with joyful voices. The leader-
ship and devotion of our clergy 
continue to guide us with em-
pathy, prayer, and wisdom. Our 
staff makes it all happen and we 
are always grateful for each of 
them!

The children and youth are 
thriving under the capable 

leadership of Megan and Renee. 
Their creativity and dedication 
to programming and relation-
ships during 2021 was crucial. 
We also continue to partner with 
the Spanish-speaking mission, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, with 
weekly worship services and 
other events. An energy audit 
has been completed for our par-
ish, and in 2022 we will begin 
the implementation of ways we 
can improve our efficiency. The 
generosity of our parishioners 
along with the admirable profes-
sional abilities of our Treasurers 
and those who work diligently to 
be sure our finances are sound 
are all strong.  

As we look to 2022 and the in-
credible celebration of our 150th 
year as a parish community we 
are filled with joy, gratitude, and 
anticipation. 2022 will be a year 
to remember and celebrate!  

All our best,
Rosalyn and James 

Report by Rosalyn Devine and James Gates



Baptisms: 8 (4 in 2020, 11 in 2019)

Confirmations: 21

Receptions: 0

Weddings: 4 (1 in 2020)

Burials: 21  (10 in 2020, 14 in 2019)

Rector’s Report on Liturgy and Pastoral Offices

January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021

* We were able to take communion at the beginning of 2020 but have been largely unable since the pandemic for 
health reasons

** Average Sunday Attendance in 2019, 2020, and 2021 includes the attendance numbers for the community of
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Sunday Eucharist 206 84 177

Total Sunday Attendance 20,042 4,070 8,080

Weekday Eucharist 60 14 25

Total Weekday Service Attendance
(includes weddings, funerals, Christmas, etc.)

5,425 1,440 3,776

Weekday Daily Office Services 104 225 312
Private/Home Communion 52 15 0*

Number of people served home communion 147 52 0

Easter Attendance 1,081 4 335

Christmas Attendance 1,090 328 516

Average Sunday Attendance 339** 78 155

Online Sunday Attendance ............................................................ 2,711 in 2021and 3,934 in 2020 
(Concurrent viewing households - Sunday’s only)

Online Midweek Attendance ........................................................ 2,609 in 2021 and 3,764 in 2020 
(Concurrent viewing households (Morning Prayer)

Total Facebook Worship Views .............................................................. 31,120 viewing households

2019 2020 2021





Thank you for joining us!


