
Provided by the 
Longest Possible Name 
of a Small Group in the 
Whole Entire Church

TODAY
8:00 am  ․ Worship ․ Christ Chapel

8:45 am  ․ donuts ․ Bishop Commons

9:00 am ․ formation ․ Inglett Hall

10:15 am  ․ Worship ․ Nave

1:00 pm  ․ Spanish-speaking worship ․ Nave

6:00 pm  ․ Celtic-style worship ․ Christ Chapel

GIVING
Jesus understood the power of gratitude 
and sharing all that God has gifted to us. 
Your generosity enables us to continue our 

programs to follow the way of Jesus 
and to love God by serving our 
neighbors. Use this qr code to give.

CHILDCARE
We love children of all ages in worship. You 
may prefer to let our attentive professional 
Nursery staff care for your young ones under 
four years old. The nursery is available from 
8:00 am through 10:15 am worship.

W ELCOM E
Holy Innocents is a place to gather as a 
faith community, where we sing and pray, 
think and talk, laugh and cry. We believe 
we are all beloved children of God. With 
open minds and full hearts, we grow closer 
to God and to one another. We know 
we do not have all the answers. We are 
comfortable with the mystery of the Holy 
Spirit, active in every person and in the 
world. Join us as we worship God and serve  
our neighbors.

NEWCOMERS
If this is your first time with us, we invite you 
to fill out a newcomer card in the pew rack 
or online and come by the welcome table 
near the front door and introduce yourself. 
No matter your age, gender, orientation, or 
political or sports team affiliation, you are 
welcome at communion. Our clergy are 
always available to answer any questions. 
We’re so glad you’re here.

T H E  S I X T H  S U N D AY  A F T E R  P E N T E C O S T  •  J U LY  5 ,  2 0 2 6  •  1 0 :15  A M
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Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology 
and define our identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed 

and transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its 
liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words, and actions through which 

public worship is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold. This type of note, offering directions about the service is 
called a “rubric,” which comes from the Latin word rubrics (red)— referring to a time when 

these instructional notes were always written in red.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of 
music, during which the congregation can prepare for worship.

• • •

PRELUDE  • Improvisation on Nettleton • DOCK ANDERSON

HYMN  686 • Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing • NET TLETON

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA  • S 280 • POWELL

See next page.

The COLLECT of the DAY 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray. O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments 
by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one 
another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people  
stand as able.
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The  COLLECT for INDEPENDENCE DAY
Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won 
liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations 
then unborn: Grant that we and all the people of this land may have grace 
to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

The WO R D  of G O D

The FIRST LESSON  • ZECHARIAH 9 :9 -12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
    triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
    and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
    and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
    and from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
    today I declare that I will restore to you double.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 145:8-15
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
    slow to anger and of great kindness.
The Lord is loving to everyone
    and his compassion is over all his works.
All your works praise you, O Lord, 
    and your faithful servants bless you.
They make known the glory of your kingdom 
    and speak of your power;

The people 
are seated.

Said responsively  
by whole verse.



5

That the peoples may know of your power 
    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; 
    your dominion endures throughout all ages.
The Lord is faithful in all his words
    and merciful in all his deeds.
The Lord upholds all those who fall; 
    he lifts up those who are bowed down.

The SECOND LESSON  • ROMANS 7:15-25a

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but 
I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that 
the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my 
flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good 
I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not 
want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close 
at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive 
to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! 
Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord!
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

HYMN 482 • Lord of All Hopefulness, Lord of All Joy • SLANE
VERSES 1-2 BEFORE, VERSES 3-4 AFTER

Children are invited to follow the small cross to attend Children's Chapel for 
a story and prayers during the procession and will return during the Peace. 
We stand to hear the Gospel, as sign of our call to carry the good news into 
the world. Some may trace the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips, and 
heart, praying that the Gospel may shape our thoughts, words, and lives.

The people  
stand as able.
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The GOSPEL  • MAT THEW 11:16-19, 25-30

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
    ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
        we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 
the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent 
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The SERMON  • The Reverend T. Stewart Lucas • VICAR

The NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 

The people  
are seated.

The people  
stand as able.



    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE
Almighty God, from whom every good gift comes, we give you thanks 
for this land; for the blessings of liberty, for those who have sacrificed for 
the common good, and for all who have labored to build a more just and 
hopeful nation.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For your holy Church, that our first allegiance may always be to the 
kingdom of Christ, and that we may bear faithful witness to the Gospel 
with humility, courage, and love.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For this nation, that you would keep us under your care; where we are 
divided, grant understanding; where we are fearful, grant courage; where we 
have lost our way, lead us again into the paths of justice, mercy, and truth.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For Donald, our President, Brian, our Governor, Rusty, our Mayor, and 
for all who exercise authority in this nation and throughout the world, 
grant them wisdom, integrity, patience, and a steadfast desire to seek the 
common good.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 

7

The people kneel or 
remain standing.



8

For those who make our laws, for judges who interpret them, for all who 
administer justice, and for all who serve in public office, give them hearts 
that love what is right and the courage to do what is difficult.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For members of the armed forces, first responders, diplomats, teachers, 
health care workers, and all who serve their neighbors through their daily 
vocations, strengthen them in their work and keep them in your peace.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For those who are poor or hungry, for refugees and immigrants, for those 
who are forgotten, imprisoned, or oppressed, and for all whose dignity has 
been diminished, help us to see your image in every human being and to 
become instruments of your compassion.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For the peoples of every nation, especially those living amid war, violence, 
persecution, and disaster, hasten the day when swords are beaten into 
plowshares and all your children dwell together in safety.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For this parish, that we may love one another even when we disagree; that 
we may listen before speaking, bless before condemning, and seek first the 
reconciling love of Christ. We remember those on our parish prayer list, 
and those who have died, especially Pattie Bock. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Finally, O God, teach us to rely not on our own strength or righteousness, 
but on your mercy; that we may fulfill our responsibilities as citizens with 
wisdom and grace, love our neighbors as ourselves, and seek first your 
kingdom, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.

CONFESSION of SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 



The PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The HO LY  C OM M U N IO N 

The OFFERTORY 
At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has 
given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. 
An offering is received to support Holy Innocents’ ministry of sharing God’s 
love. All are invited to make a gift as the plate is passed or online with qr 
code on page one.

SOLO  • Go Down, Moses • ARR . HARRY T. BURLEIGH

Michael Ntwa Ydjumbwiths, Bass-Baritone

PRESENTATION HYMN  • Doxology • OLD 100TH

9

The people  
are seated.

The people greet 
one another in the 
name of the Lord.

The people  
stand as able.
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The GREAT THANKSGIVING
ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP, EUCHARISTIC PR AYER I

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, 
source of life and fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation 
with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed 
us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you 
replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of 
every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

SANCTUS  • S 125 • PROUL X

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You 
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 
and show forth your bountiful grace. 

The people  
stand as able.
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But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we 
would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated 
your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never 
ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You 
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of 
time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into 
the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the 
way of freedom and life. 
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for 
all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from 
your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be 
for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who 
share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters 
and sons, that with our patrons, the Apostles Peter and Paul, and all your 
saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The FRACTION & INVITATION
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

AGNUS DEI  • S 154 • HURD

INVITATION to HOLY COMMUNION
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive 
Communion. Please move to the altar rail at the direction of the ushers. Receive 
the bread in open and outstretched hands and respond by saying “Amen.” 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please notify a minister. Receiving the bread is 
full participation in the Eucharist. Wine is also available. If you prefer to receive 
a blessing, indicate this by crossing your hands across your chest. Those who 
wish to have Communion brought to them at their seat should notify an usher.

LEVAS 101 • Softly and Tenderly • WILL L .  THOMPSON
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LEVAS 109 • What a Friend We Have in Jesus • CHARLES C . CONVERSE 

SENDING FORTH of HOLY COMMUNION
I send you forth bearing these holy gifts to our friends, that they may share 
with us in the sacrament of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
We who are many are One Body, because we all share one Bread, and 
one Cup.
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The POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

HYMN 719 • O Beautiful for Spacious Skies • MATERNA

The DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth into the world,  
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!   

POSTLUDE  • Toccata on "We Shall Overcome" • CARL HAYWOOD

 

We are here for you.
If you have a pastoral emergency at any time, please call the church office 
and follow the prompts. You will immediately be connected to Bill or 
Stewart, who take turns being on-call. The word “pastor” is the Latin word for 
shepherd. The Community of Hope at Holy Innocents is a community of lay 
persons in the parish who have been deeply and thoroughly trained in the 
care and practice of being a pastor. If you would like to  talk or pray with a lay 
pastoral caregiver, please email CoH@holyinnocents.org

The people  
stand as able.



CONNECT

CLERGY 

The Reverend Dr. Bill Murray
rector 
bmurray@holyinnocents.org 

The Reverend T. Stewart Lucas
Vicar 
slucas@holyinnocents.org

The Reverend Antonio Brito
Associate for  
Hispanic Ministries

The Reverend John Porter
Assisting Priest
jjporter10@gmail.com

The Reverend Dr. Stefanie Taylor
Head Chaplain
stefanie.taylor@hies.org

The Reverend KC Crewdson 
Middle School Chaplain
kc.crewdson@hies.org

The Reverend Trey Davis 
Lower School Chaplain
trey.davis@hies.org

MUSIC

Dock Anderson
director of Music
music@holyinnocents.org

Alexis Lundy 
Children’s Choir Director
alexis.lundy@hies.org

CHILDR EN  
& YOUTH

Megan Atkinson 
Director of Youth,  
Young Adults, & Families
matkinson@holyinnocents.org

Renee Stephens 
Director of Membership  
& Children's Ministry
rstephens@holyinnocents.org

Lizzie Singleton
Children's ministry intern

Ansel Best
Youth ministry intern

Nursery Staff:
Alberta Hayes
Sherrie Thomas
Chloe Folts  

ADMINISTRATION  
&  SUPPORT

Caroline Fleming 
Parish Administrator
cfleming@holyinnocents.org

Melody McNeil 
Executive Assistant  
For The Clergy
mmcneil@holyinnocents.org

Camille Waller 
Parish Accountant
accounting@holyinnocents.org

Emily Badacour 
Director Of Communications
ebadacour@holyinnocents.org

Kate George
Intern

Sextons:
Isabelly Luciano
Susana Munevar

V ESTRY

Jenny Pittman Cantrell  
Senior Warden

Greg Euston
Junior Warden

Cammie Ives 
Secretary

Dave Stockert 
Treasurer

Doug Peterson
Assistant Treasurer

Marc Howard 
Chancellor

MEMBERs:
Anna Marie Fulbright
Mary Katherine Willis
Rick Otness
Michelle Ventulet
Tricia Carlson
John Cox
Graham Hurtt
Sunni Newton
Jan Stewart

youth MEMBERs:
Anna Blair Gates
Mary Brooks McCrystal

805 Mt. Vernon Hwy nw 
Atlanta, ga 30327 
404.255.4023 • holyinnocents.org
facebook & instagram: 
@hiecatl


