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Our fall kickoff is here!
Join us on Sunday, September 13  for a full day of festivities! We will
have our usual worship services at 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM; during
Fellowship Hour (9:30-10:30 AM), children can register for Sunday
School, meet their teachers, and visit classrooms. Groups and
committees will have information available for those interested in
joining a new group. At 11:30 AM, join us outside for a delicious food
truck, yard games, and even a bouncy house! All are invited to come out
for Rally Day to celebrate fellowship, faith, and building community.
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Rally for the Spirit
by Nikki Jackson

As summer and all its seasonal activities come to a close, a familiar tune
keeps swirling around in my head: “Earth and All Stars.” The lyrics were
written by Herbert F. Brokering in 1964 to commemorate the 90
anniversary of St. Olaf College, with the tune composed by David N.
Johnson, who had served as chairman of St. Olaf’s music department.
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Verse five keeps playing over and over: “Classrooms and labs, loud
boiling test tubes,” along with “Athlete and band, loud cheering people.”
The words seem particularly fitting as a new school year begins,
classrooms fill again, and the first football games of the season kick-off.

September also brings a “kick-off” at church – a regathering after
summer with Rally Sunday, a time to return to Sunday School and
reconnect with church activities. With “Earth and All Stars” swirling
through my head, I turned to Eau Claire newspapers from around the
time the hymn was written to see what Rally Day looked like in the early
1960s. continued on next page...
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In early September, the Daily Telegram was filled with
announcements and advertisements for Rally Day at
Christian churches throughout the Chippewa Valley.
Ascension Church was worshiping in the little church on Fay
Street (that I wrote about last month). Our Redeemer’s new
south-side church plant, Peace Lutheran Church, was still in
its infancy, while Our Savior’s Lutheran Church had recently
moved into its modern building on Main Street.

For some of us members of Saving Grace, these newspaper
notices may bring back memories of our own. Learning
memory verses, singing “Jesus Loves Me,” and earning
attendance awards come to my mind! Some in our
congregation may have even been among the children
heading back to Sunday School at one of these Eau Claire
churches more than sixty years ago – or remember a Rally
Day at another church much like it.

First Lutheran and Grace Lutheran Church each went a step
further by taking out quarter-page advertisements in the
newspaper. Grace’s 1962 advertisement particularly caught
my attention. Rather than simply announcing the date and
time of Rally Day, Pastor Marcus Gravdal wrote an open
letter inviting Eau Claire residents to become part of their
church community.

“This Sunday, September 9 is RALLY DAY in most Christian
Churches including Grace,” he wrote. He connected the
occasion with Christ’s command to “make disciples of all
people,” an echo of the Great Commission in Matthew
29:19: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”

The advertisement is a reminder that Rally Day wasn’t
simply a “welcome back” Sunday for children returning to
Sunday School. It was an opportunity for the entire
congregation to rally around Christian education,
discipleship and service – and to invite others to hear the
good news of the Gospel.

As another school year begins – with classrooms and labs,
athletes and bands – and as we gather again for another
year at Saving Grace, perhaps Brokering’s invitation to “sing
to the Lord a new song” is also an invitation to begin anew
ourselves. Invite a friend. Find a new way to serve. Join a
committee. Return to Sunday School or Bible study. On
September 13, let us come together and Rally for the
Spirit!

FAMILY FISHING
Join us for 

Sunday, September 6th
12:30 PM

Bring a dish to pass and your fishing pole!

Elk Creek Lake
N3792 1000  Stth

Eau Claire, WI 54703

continued...

BLUEGRASS
GOSPELGOSPEL

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 20
10:30am

The Saving Grace
Cookbook is now for sale!
Cookbooks can be purchased in the
office during the week or during
Fellowship Hour on Sundays.

Each cookbook is $10!

HICKORY HILLS GOLF COURSE

SAVING GRACE OPEN
10TH ANNUAL

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
SIGN UP AT SCRIP TABLE OR CHURCH OFFICE

HOLE SPONSORSHIPS: $75 PER HOLE

JUST THE MEAL (5PM): $10

1:00PM SHOTGUN START
$75 PER PERSON

INCLUDES 18 HOLES W/ CART &
MEAL (5PM)

FELLOWSHIP
Sundays @ 9:30 AM

Thank you to the Men of Saving Grace for leading
fellowship in September!

Sign up to lead fellowship and/or bring snacks at the
refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.

September 2026 - 2



LECTIONARY SCHEDULE
for the month of September 2026

Sunday, September 6 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 33:7-11

Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

Psalm 119:33-40 (35)

Sunday, September 13 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 50:15-21
Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 18:21-35
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 (8)

Sunday, September 20 - Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Jonah 3:10-4:11
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16
Psalm 145:1-8 (8)

Sunday, September 27 - Eighteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

Psalm 25:1-9 (6)

Interested in reading the Word at the Sunday 8:30 AM
traditional worship service?

Contact Ellis Stewart to sign up!
ellis.stewart@charter.net

September 2026 - 3
A message from Pastor David

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what  
is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo
one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to
the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
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We’re taking new

DIRECTORY
PICTURES
the following weekends:

September 19 - 20
September 26 - 27

October 3 - 4

GriefShare is a weekly support group to help process
grief, discuss with other people moving through the
grieving process, and provide valuable resources and

tips over the course of 13 sessions.
1:00 PM on Wednesdays (starting October 14, 2026)

(Romans 12:9-13)
In 197 AD Tertullian (the father of Western Theology)
wrote a theological treatise called Apologeticum or “The
Apology” in defense of the Christian Faith among the
Romans. In the early church there was a growing
significance of the church in the general population
because of the way Christians treated one another.
Tertullian said, “It is our care for the helpless, our practice
of lovingkindness, that brands us in the eyes of many of
our opponents. ‘Look!’ they say. ‘How they (Christians)
love one another! Look how they are prepared to die for
one another’” (Apologeticum, Tertullian, Chapter 39).
The Greek writer who was a pagan, Lucian of Samosata
wrote, “The Passing of Peregrinus” in about 165 AD about
how Christians behaved with one another. “It is incredible
to see the fervor with which the people of that religion
(Christianity) help each other in their wants. They spare
nothing. Their first lawgiver [Jesus] persuaded them that
they are all brothers of one another” (The Passing of
Peregrnius, section 13).
“Let love be genuine, hate what is evil, hold fast to what

is good.” (Romans 12:9)
Sure sounds good, or does it? As long as the one it benefits
is me - it’s good. But what if we don’t benefit? What if it
costs us something, a percentage, something out of our
pocketbook, or maybe my time, talents or something I
can’t think of right now. Well, wait a New York minute,
that’s not fair. It makes me a little uncomfortable, it
infringes on my rights, what I want, what I earned, what I
deserve. Or maybe we’re still looking at it through the
wrong lens.
If we don’t begin with GOD: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
we’ll always be centered on ourselves. We are doomed to
always be worried about my rights, my happiness, my
success, or...maybe my fears. So, do you hear it? Do you
hear the clashing of the two kingdoms colliding? The
Kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of this world. Did you
miss it? If we are to talk about faith we must forget about
ourselves or we find ourselves standing in the middle of
the room, shouting like a little two-year-old, “Me want to
do what me want to do!”
The key is the one who dwells within us (the Holy Spirit),
“Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand
the gifts bestowed on us by God” (1 Cor. 2:12).

continued on next page...
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We find ourselves standing in the middle of a room “red
faced” with embarrassment, it’s not about what I “me”
want, it’s about what God wants. We change “not through
an imitation of Christ which allows the difference in
persons to remain; not through an absorption into Christ
(Rm 13:14) which eliminates the difference, but through a
“putting on” of Christ, by which he becomes the Subject of
an existence shaped to his suffering and death. Such a self,
renewed, conformed to, living or dying to the Lord (Rm
14:8) cannot please itself (15:1) but furnishes (gives) Paul
the criterion for love of neighbor (Harrisville, Roy A.,
Augsburg Commentary on the New testament Romans,
Augsburg Publishing House Minneapolis, MN, p. 210,
1980).

continued...

It’s not that we physically, mentally, spirtually, or through
discipline put on Christ, rather He/Christ becomes the
subject/focal point of our lives, being renewed and
conformed to Jesus Christ, “the author and perfecter of
our faith” (Heb. 12:1-2) in living or dying/in all of life, it is
for Him/Jesus Christ.
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what
is good” (Romans 13:9). Now I get it! Or rather, Christ has
gotten me! And I am freed to be who Christ is forming me
into as one of His Children, that they may see a love that
the world does not understand. So be it, LORD!
In Christ Jesus our Lord, who “is the same yesterday, today
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8).
Pastor David Irgens

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
for the month of September 2026

Men of Saving Grace Breakfast
Saturdays @ 8:00 AM

Women’s Craft Group
Mondays @ 1:00 PM (Except Sept. 7)

Board of Worship & Music
Thursday, September 10 @ 5:30 PM

Education Committee
Sunday, September 13 @ 10:30 AM

Discipleship
Monday, September 14 @ 3:30 PM

Church Management
Monday, September 14 @ 4:30 PM

Mission Outreach
Monday, September 14 @ 5:00 PM

Council
Tuesday, September 29 @ 6:00 PM

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL
REGISTRATION

is now open!

Join us for

RALLY SUNDAY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

9:30 AM

to meet teachers & register

REGISTRATION
CONFIRMATION

is now open!

Join us for the

PARENT & STUDENT
MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
6:00 PM

ADULT BIBLE	STUDIES
Sunday Bible Study

9:30 AM in the Family Room
Led by Donna Kokemoor

Tuesday Bible Study
4:00 PM in the Family Room

Led by Ron Johnson



A message from Pastor Dan
When I was a Seminary student attending St. Mark
Lutheran in Lindenhurst, Illinois, a church member came
up to me and said, “You must be learning a lot about the
Bible. I want you to teach me. I’ve never studied it before.
I’m getting close to retirement - I’m not young, but I’d like
to start.” I was so excited! We started with John’s gospel.
By the time we got to the final chapter, he said, “We can’t
just let this come to an end. We have to keep this going!”
And I said, “That sounds great. Let’s pick another book to
read and we can keep our weekly meetings at the same
time.” He said, “No, I mean, being a disciple of Jesus,
following him, and how it changed so many people’s lives.
For Peter, James, and John and the rest of his
followers...how can we just let this Jesus thing come to an
end?”
That was an even better question than I thought at first! I
was so happy to be able to tell him that God didn’t want
the “Jesus thing” to come to an end after Christ ascended
into heaven. The Holy Spirit has been sent to keep this
“Jesus thing” alive in us! In fact, we hear his voice as often
as we turn to God’s Word. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
minister to us in a variety of different ways as we read and
as we listen to the Scripture. Remember how Paul
encouraged Timothy?
2 Timothy 3:14-17
“ But as for you, continue in what you have learned and
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and
how from childhood you have known the sacred writings
that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may
be proficient, equipped for every good work.”
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That’s why we will be teaching an overview of the Bible
this year in confirmation. We will be covering all the major
historical periods throughout the Old and New Testament
over the course of the year. The students have already
grown familiar with many of the stories throughout the
Scripture. They know about Adam and Eve, Noah and the
Flood, Joseph and his coat of many colors, Moses and the
burning bush, Joshua and Jericho, David and Goliath, Jesus
walking on water. All these stories (and many more) are
familiar to them because of their time in Sunday School.
Now, what we do in confirmation is begin to stitch these
stories together so that our students can see how the
whole Bible is actually one large story. That story is about
the God who loves us and gives his Son up for us.
And our hope is that they would all come away with the
same excitement that church member had a few years ago.
Maybe they’ll say, “We can’t let this God thing come to an
end!” God never intended his work in the world to stop
with the last chapter of Revelation. He has kept this record

MISSION OUTREACH

In July, monthly gifts went to Starfish Kids, Ephrem, Binder
Family, and We Care Eau Claire.

In August, monthly gifts went to Starfish Kids, Ephrem,
Binder Family, Mr. Kitty’s Cat Cafe, Tilly’s Memorial Fund,
Institute of Lutheran Theology Standing Firm, and
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region Tornado
Relief.

We chose to support Mr. Kitty’s Cat Cafe. Our gift will go to
support the need of the cats and the Christian work they
are doing. They purchase and provide free Bibles, Christian
books, wristbands, mini statues of Jesus, etc... Check out
the Cafe at 502 S Farwell St. in Eau Claire or at 715-514-
1910.

We would like to invite you to our Mission Outreach table
in the Narthex. We have newsletters, volunteer
information, and notes from groups and organizations
Saving Grace supports. We are always open to ideas and
suggestions *use the Lockbox* for missions from our
Congregation.

Mission Outreach next meeting will be on Monday,
September 14, 2026, at 5:00 PM.

Sharing God’s Gifts

September 2026 - 5

Join the Saving Grace Dartball Team!
No experience necessary, all are welcome.

Contact Erik Anderson for more information:
ewla@bwca.cc

continued on next page...

If gifting	through	your	financial	institution...

please include your name in the memo of your
contribution to ensure credit in the church’s system

for your annual giving statement.

Please reach out to either Pam Bee (Treasurer) or the
office (office@saving-gracechurch.com) with any

questions or concerns.
Thank you!



of his work, grace, determination, patience, and
righteousness so that we might come to know the Living
God who really wants to be close to us in this life. He’s
given us his Word, so that we could come to know Him and
trust Him.

Pray for us as teachers this year that we would provide an
engaging and impactful learning experience for our young
people and their families. Pray for our students that they’d
be drawn closer to God by studying his Word.

Every Blessing in the Lord,
Pastor Dan

MEMORIAL &	HONORARY	GIFTS
In memory of Jane Brown

to Debt Reduction
given by Paul & Patty Dundas

to Music
given by Mary Seidling, Pam Crandell, Sharon Luthy, Allan &

Ruth Hofland
In memory of Mike & Jane Brown

to Debt Reduction
given by Brenda Marlow

In memory of parents Don & Sylvia Mesang and brothers
Mark, David, & Bob Mesang

to General Operating Fund
given by Nancy Kramer

In memory of parents Huber & Vera Wheeler, Don & Sylvia
Mesang, brother John Wheeler, and brothers Mark, David,

& Bob Mesang
to Sunday School/Youth

given by Gregg & Joan Wheeler
In memory of parents Don & Bev Erickson

to General Operating Fund
given by Don Erickson

In memory of Patrick Dusick
to Music

given by Gerald & Alice Dusick, Reagan & Karen Reynolds
In memory of Lynn Bjorks

to Debt Reduction
given by Barb Mathson

In memory of Sharon Risberg
to General Operating Fund

given by her family
In memory of Penny Lynn Balash: “Happy Birthday, Sis”

to Debt Reduction
given by Kevin & Nancy Balash

In memory of Pastor Dan’s grandma, Mary Lou Doran
Yates

to Music
given by Stan & Jean Brettingen, George & Sandy Nelson,

Sharon Jurjens
In memory of John Ryberg

to Sunday School/Youth & TV Ministry
given by Diane Ryberg

In honor of John & Betsy Ruesch’s 50  wedding
anniversary
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to Debt Reduction
given by Allen & Barb Strey

In Unknown Territory
by Katherine Altreuter

“‘Go home to your friends and tell them how much the
Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.’”
Mark 5:19a
Early in his ministry, Jesus encountered a man riddled with
demons. After Jesus traveled across the sea to a Gentile
territory, the man approached him and cried out to him,
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God?” This man fell down before him, in submission
to Jesus. He had been outcast from society and forced to
live in a desolate territory of tombs where no one dared
come close to him. Jesus is a light of hope in this dark time
of the man’s life.
Despite the fact that many of us have never been
possessed or encountered demons like this, we may have
thought something similar to the man’s cries as we
struggle with our own issues. You may ask, “Lord, how will
I get through this?” or “Lord, where are you?” We’ve all
asked for God to come closer to us, to show His presence
in our struggles when we may need Him most. When we
find ourselves in forbidden territory, wrapped up with our
sin and vices, who has the power to drive out the darkness
with light? Only God does. He brings peace to a lawless
land, He fights for our souls each day, and He showers us
with a gift that we can never repay: the gift of redemption
through Jesus Christ.

Jamie Doran’s Baby Sprinkle

Saturday, September 19th

12:00 - 2:00 PM
in the Fellowship Hall

Please bring a dish to pass to 
celebrate Pastor Dan and Jamie Doran.

No gifts please - scrip cards are much appreciated!

Thank you for your generous donations.
You make this ministry possible!

September 2026 - 6continued...

continued on next page...



After Jesus released the man from the demons and sent
them into a herd of pigs (which run off a cliff into the sea),
the townspeople do not rejoice or respond positively to
this turn of events. Yes, the man is healed from his curse!
But the townspeople “began to beg Jesus to depart from
their region” (Mark 5:17) for they were afraid of the power
Jesus wielded. Even if for good, they did not understand it
and had been accustomed to the desolate territory they
inhabited. New Testament scholar Donald H. Juel puts it
this way: “What is frightening about Jesus is that he
refuses to leave the world as it is. He transgresses the
boundaries and rescues those beyond help.”  Maybe that’s
why it’s so difficult to express our love of Christ in today’s
society. I hear negative commentary about Jesus from
nonbelievers who haven’t picked up a Bible in years (or
ever). They have made up their mind about Jesus purely
because of what these Gentile townspeople also believed:
“Such a person cannot be controlled, only followed” (Jule,
81). This upsets the individualistic “religion” that our
society currently follows.

1

How many times have we fallen and needed our family
and friends to pick us back up? How about when we’re sick
and our spouse needs to take care of us? Or when we’ve
lost everything - who rebuilds alongside us? There is no
individual within the body of Jesus Christ. He calls us to
take up the responsibility of caring for each other, to
venture into the unknown alongside each other, and to
help each other at every surprising turn our lives may take.
Then what does Jesus tell the man? He says, “Go home to
your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for
you, and how he has had mercy on you.” In this phrase,
Jesus is not saying “What I have done for you” (even
though it was, in fact, Jesus who did the exorcising) but
rather what God has done for the man. God sent us His
perfect Son to bring us closer to Him. Let us bring the hope
of the Gospel to those around us as we rejoice in His
victory.

COMMUNITY NOTES
Death Notices
Vivian Mae Moen passed June 22, 2026. Pastor Dan
Doran presided over the graveside service on July 1st at
Lakeview Cemetary.
Ruth Ann (Bergeson) Casper passed August 1, 2026.
Pastor David Irgens presided over the funeral on August
10th at Chippewa Valley Cremation Services -
Celebration of Life Center.

Altar Flowers in July & August
July 4-5: given by Cynthia Cramer in memory of her
husband, David; given by Darleen Bauer in memory of
her brother, Deloy Semingson.
July 11-12: given by Penny & Brad Conner in memory of
Penny’s mother, Barb Plomedahl; given by Larry
Hollingsworth in memory of his wife, Janice.
July 18-19: given by Board of Worship & Music in honor
of Chuck Hill.
July 25-26: given by Rita Ellis in memory of family who
have passed; given by Douglas Klawiter in honor of Jill
Klawiter’s birthday; given by Ron Johnson & Carolyn
Wolff in honor of their mother’s birthday.
August 1-2: n/a
August 8-9: given by Cheryl Thorson in memory of her
mother’s birthday; given by Isabelle & Jennifer Geroux
in honor of Nanette & John Geroux’s 45  anniversary.th

August 15-16: given by Bonnie Spencer, Kelly Spencer,
and Kim & Chuck Olson in memory of Russ Spencer’s
birthday; given by George & Sandy Nelson in honor of
their 62  anniversary; given by Pastor Dan & Jamie
Doran in honor of their 5  anniversary.

nd
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August 22-23: given by Renae & Pete Hestekin in
memory of Evelyn Jacobson; given by Jill Klawiter in
honor of Douglas Klawiter’s birthday; given by John &
Betsy Ruesch in honor of their 50  anniversary; given by
Bob & Bea Frazee in honor of their 68  anniversary.

th

th

August 29-30: given by Kris & Roger Wiltgen in honor of
their 60  anniversary; given by Allan & Ruth Hofland in
honor of their 59  anniversary.

th

th

Baptisms
Everett Randall Kolpien was baptized by Pastor David
Irgens on August 2, 2026.
Kiaran Fox Steckler and Kit Augustus Steckler were
baptized by Pastor David Irgens on August 15, 2026.

WORSHIP &	MUSIC
Saving Grace Choir - September Schedule

Rehearsals on Thursdays 6:30 PM starting Sept. 3 .rd

Performing on September 13  and 27  at 8:30 AM
traditional worship services.

th th

See the bulletin board in the Narthex or
in the Music Room for the fall choir schedule!

Interested in sharing your gifts?
Contact Katherine Altreuter, Music Director, for more

information about the choir, Special Music, the
contemporary band, or helping out in the Audio/Visual

booth.
sglcmusic@gmail.com

September 2026 - 7

New Members
Classes

Sunday, October 4th & Sunday, October 11th
at 9:30 AM

Monday, October 12th
at 6:00 PM

continued...

Jule, Donald H., Augsburg Commentary on the New Testament Mark, Augsburg
Publishing House Minneapolis, MN, p. 81, 1990.
1



Saving Grace	Lutheran	Church
3735 Jeffers Rd
Eau Claire, WI 54703
715 - 514 - 3552
saving-gracechurch.com
Office Hours: Mon. - Thur. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

MISSION STATEMENT
Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make
Jesus Christ known to all as the One True Savior, Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit.

STAFF
Pastor David Irgens, Senior Pastor
ibn1irgs@yahoo.com

Pastor Dan Doran, Associate Pastor
pastordansglc@gmail.com

Katherine Altreuter, Office Administrator & Music Director
office@saving-gracechurch.com
sglcmusic@gmail.com

Cheryl Eberhardt, Education Director
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com

Council Members
Patrick Bartholomew, Brian Hagen, Dean Kallenbach,
Melissa Kuziej-Winder, Chuck Olson, Carol Pickhardt, Mary
Schneider

CHURCH COUNCIL
Michelle Otto
Patty Dundas
Pam Bee
Barb Clark

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Bev Nelson
Duane Erickson
Jean Brettingen
Renae Hestekin
Chet Berkey
Kay Granger
Kevin Otto
Chuck Hill
Kathy Berkey

Bazaar/Women’s Group
Church Management
Discipleship
Education
Men of Saving Grace
Mission Outreach
Personnel
Visual Ministry
Worship & Music
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